I saw a child scrolling on Tik Tok last week
Red Green Blue light strobing against their cheek
Watching kids climb trees and run about
“Stay inside, don’t go out.”
I saw a child riding a bike yesterday
Endangered species, dying out
Living, learning, laughing
Getting hurt and getting up
Washing gravel out of bloody knees with a smile
This is how I was raised
Climbing trees, danger holding my hand and giving me balance

I saw a child staring into headlights this morning
Tangled metal lacing through limbs
I was wrong, danger grew up
Sticks and snakes to steel and no brakes
Washing blood off of gravel roads with a garden hose
3 kids every day
But 40 k seems too slow anyway

“The traffic seems really bad lately”

Maybe its better this way,
Climbing trees through ipad screens
Ride bikes through other means

