My artwork, ‘There Will Come A Soldier’ is a self-portrait created on an ink ground with nothing but coloured pencils and prayers. This artwork was a self-portrait task we had to complete for our TAFE At Schools program where we could draw ourselves in any form and style with any drawing materials. During the brainstorming process, I decided that somehow I wanted to show my love for fantasy through this portrait, and after some thinking, I was reminded of a song that was popular a few years ago; Soldier Poet King by The Oh Hellos. As the song gained popularity the internet was soon flooded with artists drawing and animating themselves as Soldiers, Poets or Kings. This had me thinking about what sort of character I would be in a medieval or fantasy world which eventually led to the self-portrait you see now. I was originally really overwhelmed by this task as I had never drawn a serious self-portrait before and wanted desperately for the result to really communicate my love for fantasy whilst also looking like an accurate depiction of me. 
The process of colouring the portrait reminded me of carving a face, starting out with a base colour (in this case a simple pink) before using darker values like magenta to bring out the shadows and shapes to create form in otherwise nonsensical lines. I used the classic semi-realistic portrait style commonly found in the 1700s as inspiration for my artwork, trying to re-create the realistic style of facial features whilst still capturing the emotion hidden within those features. The process of creating this self-portrait was the perfect opportunity for self-reflection and to learn more about myself like how I have changed throughout my years of creating art and what has remained a part of me. My hope for this portrait is that whoever observes it gets to learn about me as an artist and as a person.
