My artwork ‘Disconnect’ is a portrait created using pastels, charcoal and ink, weaved together in unique ways to create a combination of materials I never thought I would enjoy using so much. Originally this portrait was created as one of three experimental artworks created so we could gain a better understanding of the materials we were using during the process of creation. While making this artwork, I was trying to focus on transferring my emotions onto the page through my use of the materials. The inspiration behind this portrait was the Expressionist Movement that took place from 1905 until it ended around 1920, where the use of emotions and being able to truly express yourself in artwork became popular. This was what inspired all of my three experimentation artworks, but for this one in particular I wanted to have more of a focus on abstract shapes and shadows, allowing the values and lines to speak for themselves in a way that truly communicated the emotion I wanted to express. That emotion was the feeling of disconnect, specifically the feeling that you get when you feel as if you’ve lost control. While it can be overwhelming and terrifying not knowing what will come next, it can be beautiful as well. This portrait was made to convey that emotion, as it was what I experienced while creating it. Losing control of something can be daunting, but it is also necessary to create something new. 
