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Image 1: Crow (2024) by Imogen Larkin


Imogen Larkin, 

Crow, 2024

Acrylic, gouache, oil pastel on paper

60 cm x 90 cm

Crow is a striking illustration, depicting a traditionally macabre symbol in a new light.
 The image’s juxtaposing dark subject and simplistic juvenalian style creates a dynamic composition. Through proportion the painting evokes a sense of unease.
[bookmark: _Int_wRs7srKS]Crow juxtaposes a traditionally macabre symbol with a bright color palette and simplistic style. The indigo, green, and purple hues create a sense of depth while the crow’s striking orange eye, and vibrant background, act as a focal point for viewers, encouraging them to just observe the bird. My simplistic artistic style enhances this contrast, allowing the piece to be approachable and fun, shown through the uneven orange and red tartan print. Through size I emphasize the intimidating nature of the subject (I’m slightly scared of Birds). While the scale both commands our attention it also evokes a sense of discomfort as the Crow is a reminder of death. I chose to combine acrylic and gouache to build depth to the Crow and wanted to echo this through a playful oil pastel. 
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Image 2 and 3: Planning images for Crow (2024), The one on the left is made from oil pastel, crayon and marker, and the one on the right is an acrylic and gouche painting.  
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