INTERNET SONG – DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

Internet Song is by a local Canberran band named Muesli, and it comments on the sometimes dystopian nature of social media and technology, how people can often be so cruel to others they’ve never met, and wouldn’t otherwise talk to in the first place. This was a social issue I wanted to share some insight on with my music video. We follow a short snippet of the life of a teenaged boy named Otis, who posts a video of himself playing the bass guitar on social media. Not long after, he starts receiving hate comments, which in turn damages his self esteem and love for the bass guitar, before he begins saying hateful things to other people online in a cycle. It isn’t until his partner pulls him away from his house that he begins to open back up again and cares less about the internet. 
My main intention when beginning the planning process for Internet Song was creating a video where the tone and mood corresponded with the music, not just aesthetically but in the message. It could have been easy to alienate the protagonist and make fun of him for being so addicted to his phone, but that’s not what the song preaches. The song is written by young people who have grown up surrounded by technology for other young people who are struggling, and I ultimately aimed to film something that echoed the sentiment. I wanted to show other young people that it is okay to be stuck in the trap of social media, a trap that has been specifically engineered to take up as much time as possible and feed into insecurity, because almost everyone is going through the same thing. On the other hand, I wanted to outline the insignificance of what happens on the internet, and remind people of what really matters. Instead of creating dread for audiences, I wanted to leave them with a hopeful feeling, some new insight on their own behavior, and some motivation to change.
I included three major symbols into my video, one being the bass guitar, one being the lighting, and the last being the jackets that the couple wear at the end of the video. The bass guitar is the most obvious symbol to begin with, as it represents the protagonist’s passion and happiness. He is seen with it many times during the beginning, plays it less once he begins receiving hate, and eventually puts it away so he doesn’t play it anymore. This reflects the severe impacts that cyberbullying and technology addiction can have on an individual’s mental health, until people give up their passions completely. Bass guitar also holds a deep connection to me, as it is the instrument I play and a constant reminder of my love for music. 
The blue lighting that dominates the color of any shot where the protagonist is using technology serves as a very literal metaphor for the blue light that electronics emit. In the shots where the protagonist is washed out by blue light, it is a symbol for the dopamine rushes hitting him, affecting his sleep and overall mental wellbeing. The Blue lighting also creates a sense of loneliness and coldness that is cultivated by the technology.
At the end of the video, the protagonist’s partner pulls on a navy jacket, one that is very similar to what the protagonist is wearing. This is supposed to symbolize the partner donning an empathetic mindset towards the protagonist’s point of view, and being ready to listen to him. Wearing the same jacket, the couple are ‘in the same boat’ and can communicate openly with one another, a factor that ultimately ends up saving the protagonist. 
I tried to be innovative and interesting with my shots while still conveying a story through framing, angles, lighting and editing. I had many shots of the protagonist set up on a tripod to convey his feeling of disconnect from society, which then turned into handheld shots when he goes outside with his partner at the end. Again, the lighting was tailored to fit his mood, whether natural sunlight when playing the bass to portray his happiness, cold blue when he feels empty, a frenzy of colors when he is overwhelmed by the internet, and so on. Editing the scene cuts to be in time with the musical beats of the song added an extra layer of cohesiveness that truly made the film a music video. 

