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“The Campbell’s Curse” is a crime fiction short story (first chapter) I wrote that was particularly inspired by the “outback noir” genre that is common in Australian crime fiction. I wrote this narrative with the intention of exploring the impact of rural crime on small communities. Through the use of landscape, I aimed to capture the feeling of isolation that comes, both physically and metaphorically, with the experiences of characters within the genre.
Being the first chapter, I wanted to hook the reader by using conventions of crime fiction, like red herrings and foreshadowing. I set up a story that invites the reader to question the dynamics between characters and the larger mystery at play. The ultimate goal was to establish an atmosphere that has the potential to explore human nature and survival. 


