
‭The‬‭theme‬‭is‬‭‘The‬‭Animal‬‭in‬‭Me’‬‭and‬‭the‬‭purpose‬‭is‬‭to‬‭demonstrate‬‭to‬‭an‬‭audience‬
‭how‬‭animals‬‭can‬‭forge‬‭a‬‭deeper‬‭link‬‭between‬‭a‬‭person‬‭and‬‭nature.‬‭The‬‭individuality‬
‭of‬‭my‬‭identity‬‭and‬‭connection‬‭to‬‭certain‬‭animals.‬‭I‬‭wanted‬‭the‬‭drawing‬‭to‬‭feel‬‭calm‬
‭and‬‭very‬‭natural‬‭looking.‬‭The‬‭original‬‭design‬‭was‬‭to‬‭include‬‭some‬‭visible‬‭pencil‬
‭texture‬‭and‬‭pencil‬‭strokes‬‭to‬‭emphasise‬‭this.‬‭I‬‭wanted‬‭to‬‭communicate‬‭how‬‭everyone‬
‭has‬‭some‬‭sort‬‭of‬‭animal‬‭within‬‭their‬‭mind‬‭which‬‭influences‬‭their‬‭personality‬‭and‬
‭emotions.‬‭It‬‭connects‬‭them‬‭on‬‭a‬‭deeper‬‭level‬‭to‬‭the‬‭earth‬‭and‬‭nature.‬ ‭My‬‭artwork,‬
‭Bats‬‭of‬‭the‬‭Mind‬‭which‬‭aims‬‭to‬‭convey‬‭‘the‬‭animal‬‭in‬‭me’‬‭through‬‭the‬‭use‬‭of‬
‭impressionism‬‭and‬‭abstract‬‭inspired‬‭techniques.‬‭Bats‬‭of‬‭the‬‭Mind‬‭explores‬‭for‬‭people‬
‭to‬‭feel‬‭interested,‬‭be‬‭curious‬‭and‬ ‭explore‬‭what‬‭their‬‭own‬‭inner‬‭animal‬‭might‬‭be‬‭as‬
‭well‬‭as‬‭learn‬‭more‬‭about‬‭the‬‭symbolism‬‭of‬‭flying‬‭foxes.‬

‭A‬‭main‬‭inspiration‬‭for‬‭my‬‭painting‬‭and‬‭drawing‬‭was‬‭Aboriginal‬‭dreaming‬‭stories‬‭of‬
‭flying‬‭foxes‬‭and‬‭their‬‭importance‬‭to‬‭things‬‭I‬‭love‬‭and‬‭need‬‭like‬‭the‬‭native‬‭plants‬‭and‬
‭fruits.‬‭It’s‬‭important‬‭to‬‭have‬‭some‬‭historical‬‭or‬‭cultural‬‭background‬‭to‬‭the‬‭subjects‬‭of‬
‭artwork‬‭to‬‭better‬‭understand‬‭how‬‭to‬‭represent‬‭them‬‭properly.‬‭I‬‭successfully‬‭achieved‬
‭my‬‭lenticular‬‭artwork‬‭using‬‭the‬‭influence‬‭of‬‭the‬‭art‬‭movements‬‭Impressionism,‬
‭abstractionism‬‭and‬‭art‬‭nouveau.‬‭A‬‭main‬‭highlight‬‭of‬‭the‬‭artworks‬‭was‬‭how‬‭I‬‭managed‬
‭to‬‭develop‬‭a‬‭strong‬‭likeness‬‭which‬‭is‬‭significant‬‭in‬‭portrait‬‭making.‬‭The‬‭process‬‭took‬
‭a‬‭long‬‭time,‬‭but‬‭I‬‭was‬‭ultimately‬‭very‬‭happy‬‭with‬‭how‬‭the‬‭final‬‭works‬‭turned‬‭out.‬
‭Bats/flying‬‭foxes‬‭was‬‭not‬‭my‬‭first‬‭choice‬‭for‬‭‘the‬‭animal‬‭in‬‭me’‬‭-‬‭I‬‭had‬‭originally‬
‭considered‬‭dogs‬‭or‬‭jellyfish.‬

‭Flying‬‭foxes‬‭have‬‭a‬‭strong‬‭cultural‬‭and‬‭symbolic‬‭connection‬‭to‬‭Australian‬‭land‬‭and‬
‭have‬‭been‬‭used‬‭in‬‭many‬‭aboriginal‬‭stories.‬‭They‬‭are‬‭recognized‬‭as‬‭essential‬‭to‬‭the‬
‭regeneration‬‭of‬‭forests,‬‭and‬‭are‬‭viewed‬‭to‬‭have‬‭a‬‭profound‬‭connection‬‭with‬‭nature.‬
‭Flying‬‭foxes‬‭demonstrate‬‭an‬‭innate‬‭need‬‭for‬‭protection‬‭from‬‭the‬‭outside,‬‭as‬‭well‬‭as‬
‭love.‬‭Composition‬‭is‬‭encompassing‬‭the‬‭portrait.‬‭The‬‭composition‬‭of‬‭both‬‭artworks‬
‭were‬‭carefully‬‭selected‬‭so‬‭that‬‭they‬‭would‬‭combine‬‭together‬‭well‬‭in‬‭the‬‭final‬‭lenticular‬
‭artwork.‬‭I‬‭used‬‭value,‬‭shape‬‭and‬‭tone,‬‭as‬‭well‬‭some‬‭contrast‬‭in‬‭the‬‭self‬‭portrait.‬‭They‬
‭helped‬‭clearly‬‭portray‬‭my‬‭person‬‭and‬‭the‬‭flying‬‭foxes,‬‭they‬‭were‬‭important‬‭when‬
‭developing‬‭a‬‭representation‬‭form‬‭that‬‭the‬‭audience‬‭could‬‭clearly‬‭interpret.‬‭The‬‭bats‬
‭are‬‭supposed‬‭to‬‭look‬‭like‬‭they‬‭surround‬‭my‬‭head‬‭and‬‭are‬‭protective‬‭over‬ ‭me.‬‭A‬‭soft‬
‭lighting‬‭effect‬‭was‬‭used‬‭in‬‭both‬‭the‬‭painting‬‭and‬‭the‬‭drawing‬‭to‬‭help‬‭try‬‭to‬‭unite‬‭the‬
‭two‬‭artworks‬‭together.‬‭The‬‭artwork‬‭is‬‭completely‬‭authentic‬‭using‬‭a‬‭fascinating‬‭and‬
‭original‬‭pose‬‭as‬‭inspiration.‬‭The‬‭position‬‭I‬‭picked‬‭for‬‭the‬‭reference‬‭photo‬‭was‬
‭supposed‬‭to‬‭remind‬‭the‬‭viewer‬‭of‬‭flying‬‭foxes‬‭and‬‭help‬‭integrate‬‭the‬‭artwork‬‭better.‬
‭My‬‭painting‬‭style‬‭was‬‭somewhat‬‭different‬‭from‬‭other‬‭paintings‬‭of‬‭this‬‭genre,‬‭such‬‭as‬
‭the‬‭portrait‬‭titled‬‭‘Jeanne‬‭Samary’‬‭which‬‭used‬‭some‬‭lighter‬‭colours‬‭and‬‭a‬‭slightly‬
‭different‬‭brush‬‭stroke‬‭technique.‬‭Overall‬‭though,‬‭my‬‭painting‬‭encompasses‬‭the‬
‭impressionist‬‭style‬‭well.‬



‭From‬‭this‬‭painting,‬‭I‬‭learned‬‭to‬‭vary‬‭my‬‭brushstrokes‬‭and‬‭brush‬‭sizes‬‭to‬‭more‬
‭effectively‬‭develop‬‭form‬‭and‬‭create‬‭variation.‬‭The‬‭painting‬‭and‬‭incorporating‬‭the‬‭art‬
‭movement‬‭into‬‭the‬‭face‬‭went‬‭really‬‭smoothly.‬‭It‬‭is‬‭clearly‬‭a‬‭combination‬‭of‬‭my‬‭style‬
‭and‬‭impressionism.‬‭The‬‭background‬‭could‬‭be‬‭more‬‭of‬‭a‬‭clear‬‭art‬‭movement‬‭in‬‭future.‬
‭I‬‭ended‬‭up‬‭taking‬‭inspiration‬‭from‬‭abstractionism,‬‭but‬‭next‬‭time‬‭I‬‭would‬‭have‬‭liked‬‭to‬
‭research‬‭Op‬‭art‬‭and‬‭something‬‭more‬‭unique.‬‭Both‬‭the‬‭painting‬‭and‬‭the‬‭drawing‬‭could‬
‭have‬‭benefited‬‭from‬‭further‬‭shading‬‭and‬‭colour‬‭tone‬‭variation‬‭to‬‭really‬‭make‬‭the‬
‭artworks‬‭stand‬‭out‬‭to‬‭the‬‭audience.‬

‭I‬‭would‬‭like‬‭for‬‭the‬‭audience‬‭to‬‭find‬‭the‬‭artwork‬‭very‬‭fascinating‬‭to‬‭observe‬‭and‬
‭contemplate‬‭their‬‭own‬‭experiences‬‭with.‬‭I‬‭would‬‭like‬‭to‬‭take‬‭what‬‭I’ve‬‭learned‬‭from‬
‭this‬‭project‬‭and‬‭use‬‭it‬‭to‬‭refine‬‭my‬‭artworks‬‭further‬‭and‬‭always‬‭take‬‭the‬‭time‬‭to‬‭resolve‬
‭my‬‭details‬‭and‬‭backgrounds‬‭properly.‬‭It’s‬‭always‬‭important‬‭to‬‭research‬‭substantially,‬
‭especially‬‭when‬‭symbolism‬‭or‬‭art‬‭movements‬‭are‬‭involved.‬‭I‬‭also‬‭know‬‭to‬‭practice‬‭art‬
‭aspects‬‭like‬‭colour‬‭schemes,‬‭anatomy,‬‭lighting‬‭conditions‬‭and‬‭art‬‭movement‬
‭inspirations‬‭before‬‭starting‬‭future‬‭art‬‭projects.‬
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