
Manure – teacher information sheet 
 
Basic Soil Management 
 
For soil to maintain its capacity to support plant growth and high crop yields, it must 
be managed properly. Landslides, flooding and erosion can decrease soil capacity. 
Soil management is designed to minimise the impact of these processes, and 
means using soil wisely so that it can continue to support plant growth over the long 
term. One way to maintain soil fertility is to apply manure. 

 
What is manure? 
 
Manure is waste materials from animals or plants that are added to soil to improve 
its fertility. Manure is used as an organic fertiliser that contributes to soil fertility by 
adding organic matter and nutrients. 
 
Advantages and disadvantages of manuring 
 
There are advantages (desirable or ‘good’ effects) and also disadvantages 
(undesirable or ‘bad’ effects) of using manure. Table 1.1 summarises the 
advantages and disadvantages of manuring. 
 

 
	
  
(Seta-Waken, Malie, Utama & Palaniappan, 2016, p. 22). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Types of manure 
 
There are three main types of manure that are commonly used: (1) green or plant 
manure. (2) farmyard or animal manure and (3) ‘tea‘ or liquid manure. 
 

Example of manure types. (Seta-Waken, Malie, Utama & Palaniappan, 2016, p. 22).  
 
Green or plant manure: what is it? 
Green manuring is the process of growing legume plants such as beans and peanut 
in well-prepared soil until they are leafy. They are ploughed into the soil after sowing 
because their tissues are very soft when they are very young, and they rot and 
decay very fast. 
 
Green manure plays a similar role to a cover crop but has a shorter preparation 
time. Most green manure crops are legumes such as beans, ie, snakebean. 
 
Why is green manuring good? 
Green manuring: 

•  improves the soil organic matter content, fertility and structure; 
• minimises or prevents erosion; and 
• conserves soil moisture. 

 
 
Farmyard or animal manure: what is it? 
Animal manure refers to waste such as dung and urine from animals. Most common 
manures used are from poultry droppings, and pig or cattle dung, and are used in 
the form of solid manure directly applied to the soil about 2 weeks before planting. 
Note that manure must not be applied fresh to the base of your crop because 
as it decomposes it produces heat that may burn and harm your crop. 
 
Animal manure is very useful for improving soil fertility. Most animal manures 
contain nutrients, so they can also be referred to as solid fertiliser. The rate of 
decomposition of the manure depends entirely on the type of animal waste or dung 
used. 
 
 
 



The effectiveness of the manure depends on the timing and application methods, 
and of course the type of manure, used. Uniform application of manure must be 
done 2 weeks prior to planting as it will be in a solid form. However, if planting is 
delayed for more than 2 weeks after application, the soil is likely to lose nutrients 
through erosion or leaching. To avoid losing nutrients if planting is delayed, legumes 
may be planted as a cover crop, as the nutrients will be absorbed by the legumes. 
 
Note that one of the main disadvantages of using animal manure is the 
contamination of water through leaching or run-off from the soil surface. 
 

 

Examples of animal manure. (Seta-Waken, Malie, Utama & Palaniappan, 2016, p. 
24).  
 
‘Tea’ or liquid manure: what is it? 
‘Tea’ or liquid manure is derived from the two main manure sources (i.e. plant and 
animal). Depending on the source used (Table 1.2), ‘tea’ or liquid manure is labelled 
differently—if you use animal or farmyard manure it is called animal ‘tea’ manure; 
and if you use plant manure it is referred to as plant ‘tea’ manure. 
 

Materials needed for animal and plant ‘tea’ manure 

 

(Seta-Waken, Malie, Utama & Palaniappan, 2016, p. 25).  



Steps needed for animal and plant ‘tea’ manure  

 

(Seta-Waken, Malie, Utama & Palaniappan, 2016, p. 25). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Application of liquid manure 

Application is done by diluting the manure with an equal amount of water and 
applying it using a watering can or small tins at the side of the plant. Avoiding 
application during the rainy season minimises or prevents losses by leachin 
 
 
Advantages and disadvantages of plant manure. 
 

 
 
(Seta-Waken, Malie, Utama & Palaniappan, 2016, p. 27).  
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