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Hello & Welcome
Our fourth Poetry on the Move festival, Inhabiting Language, 
takes as its theme the various ways language lives in and 
through poetry, and the way that poetry has something to do 
with our experiences, our lives.

This year we have invited four international poets in residence, 
Moira Egan, Sholeh Wolpé, Oz Hardwick and Keijiro Suga, 
who all attend to the ways in which languages and experiences 
can be said to 'inhabit' poetry and vice versa. We welcome 
them and our other international guests.

Australian poetry is also strongly represented at this festival 
with a range of significant voices from across the country. 
Australian poetry as a whole is in rude good health, and 
it is a pleasure to be able to curate a program with this 
embarrassment of riches to choose from. I include here the 
generous support of our local Canberra poets and poetry 
events.

In a change from previous festivals, most of our events will 
be running at our newly-christened festival hub, thanks to 
the generosity of our festival partner Ainslie and Gorman 
Arts Centre. We will be extending our relationship with the 
National Portrait Gallery and, for the first time, hosting our 
poetry symposium at Canberra Museum and Gallery.

Our festival has become known as one that mixes depth 
and variety of programming with a relaxed and supportive 
atmosphere. We hope there is much for you to enjoy in this 
year's program. We look forward to seeing you at many of 
these events and sharing your passion for poetry.

Shane Strange

Festival Director

Glyn Maxwell (UK) delivers his keynote speech at 
2017’s Poetry on the Move.
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Sholeh Wolpé is an Iranian-born 
poet and writer. About Wolpé ’s 
latest collection of poems, Keeping 
Time with Blue Hyacinths, Shelf 
Awareness  Magazine writes , 

“A gifted Iranian-American poet 
beautifully explores love and the loss 

of love, beauty and war and the ghosts 
of the past.” Wolpé’s modern translation of 

The Conference of the Birds by the 12th century Iranian mystic 
poet, Attar (W.W. Norton, 2017), has been hailed by Reza Aslan 
as a translation that “is sure to be as timeless as the masterpiece 
itself.” 

The inaugural 2018 Writer-in-Residence at UCLA, Wolpé is the 
recipient of the 2014 PEN/Heim, 2013 Midwest Book Award 
and 2010 Lois Roth Persian Translation prize. Wolpé ’s literary 
work includes four collections of poetry, two plays, three books 
of translations, and three anthologies. Wolpé ’s writings have 
been translated into eleven languages and included in numerous 
American and international anthologies and journals of poetry 
and fiction. Her writings have been featured on programs 
such as Selected Shorts and PRI. She has lived in the UK and 
Trinidad, and is a Visiting Associate Professor at the University 
of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). 

POET IN RESIDENCE

Sholeh Wolpé
Keijiro Suga (b. 1958) is a Tokyo-
based poet and professor of critical 
theory at Meiji University. After 
graduating from the University 
of Tokyo with a bachelor’s thesis 
written in French on Lautréamont, 
he pursued graduate studies in literature 
and anthropology at the Universities of 
Hawaii, New Mexico, and Washington (Seattle). 

He is well known for his ten books of essays of which Transversal 
Journeys (2010) was awarded the Yomiuri Prize for Literature, 
one of the most prestigious literary awards in Japan.

A prolific translator from French, English, and Spanish into 
Japanese in various disciplines, his translations include Poétique 
de la Relation by Edouard Glissant, La fête chantée by J.M.G. Le 
Clézio, El árbol del conocimiento by Humberto Maturana and 
Francisco Valera, At the Bottom of the River by Jamaica Kincaid, 
and A Girl in the Flammable Skirt by Aimee Bender. 

He has published four collections of poetry under the general 
title of Agend’Ars. A selection from this series is translated into 
Spanish and published in Mexico (Cuadrivio, 2015). His fifth 
collection, Numbers and Twilight, was published in December 
2017. He has been widely invited to read at poetry festivals in 
Slovenia, Serbia, Lithuania, Albania, Kosovo, Ecuador, Spain, 
France, the US, and other countries. 

Keijiro Suga

POET IN RESIDENCE

Author photograph by Sophie Kandaouroff
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POET IN RESIDENCE

 Moira Egan is an American poet/
translator who lives in Rome. 
She has published eight volumes 
of poetry (five in the US, three in 
Italy); the most recent of these are 

Synæsthesium (The New Criterion 
Prize, 2017) and Olfactorium (Italic 

PeQuod, 2018). Her poems, essays, and 
translations have appeared in numerous 

journals and anthologies on four continents. 
She has been a Mid Atlantic Arts Fellow at the Virginia Center 
for the Creative Arts and has had writing fellowships at the 
St. James Cavalier Centre for Creativity, Malta; the Civitella 
Ranieri Center; the Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Center; 
and the James Merrill House. With her husband, Damiano 
Abeni, she has published volumes in translation in Italy by 
authors including Ashbery, Barth, Bender, Bidart, Ferlinghetti, 
Hecht, Simic, Strand, and Charles Wright. Their translation 
of Ashbery’s Un mondo che non può essere migliore: Poesie 
scelte, 1956-2007 won a Special Prize from the Premio Napoli 
(2009); their translation of Mark Strand’s L'uomo che cammina 
un passo avanti al buio won the Premio di Poesia La Torre 
dell’Orologio (2011); and most recently, their translation of 
Italia by Charles Wright won the Benno Geiger Translation Prize 
from the Fondazione Cini in Venice.

Moira Egan

Author photograph by Eric Toccacelli 

Oz Hardwick
Oz Hardwick is a writer, photographer, 
music journalist, and occasional 
musician, based in York (UK). 
His work has been published and 
performed internationally in and on 
diverse media: books, journals, record 
covers, concert programmes, fabric, 
with music, with film, and with nothing 
but a residual West Country accent. He has 
published six poetry collections, most recently The 
House of Ghosts and Mirrors (Valley Press, 2017), and has 
edited and co-edited several more, including (with Miles Salter) 
The Valley Press Anthology of Yorkshire Poetry, which was a 
National Poetry Day recommendation in 2017. 

Following a dissolute youth of idealism and rock & roll, 
subsidised by assorted factories and retail outlets, Oz decided 
that Higher Education was a more effective way of changing 
the world, and he is now Professor of English at Leeds Trinity 
University, where he leads the Creative Writing programmes. 
He also teaches medieval literature, and has published widely 
on the intersections between written and visual cultures 
in the period, including the monograph English Medieval 
Misericords: The Margins of Meaning (Boydell, 2011).

POET IN RESIDENCE
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POETRY IN CANBERRA
Throughout the year Canberra's vibrant poetry community hosts a 
range of regular events, readings and poetry related activities. We 
are proud to include the following events in association with the 
festival.

7-9pm, Smith’s Alternative, Alinga St, Civic
Free admission Hosted by Jacqui Malins
Mother Tongue Multilingual Poetry featuring 
Hani Abdile and readings from Subhash 
Jaireth’s translation project.

10th

September

17th

September

7-9pm, Smith’s Alternative
Free admission, see festival program 
Hosted by Sandra Renew and Moya PaceyThat Poetry Thing is a weekly reading series held on Monday 

nights at Smith's Alternative in the centre of Canberra. We 
aim to present a diverse program of the best 'page' and 'stage' 
poets from across Australia (and the ACT) and to nurture the 
Canberra community of poetry-lovers. 

Poetry at the House
12th

September

Canberra's longest running monthly poetry reading featuring a 
roster of local, national and international poets, Poetry at the 
House is a Canberra institution.

Not Very Quiet is a new twice yearly online journal for women 
poets of all ages, ethnicities and backgrounds to publish their 
work. NVQ believes it is more important than ever to provide a 
platform to extend the range and breadth of poetry written by 
women so as to encourage and strengthen its impact. 

11th

September

MCH Poetry
7-9.30pm, Manning Clark House, 
11 Tasmania Cct, Forrest
Admission: $10 waged, $5 unwaged 
Hosted by Hazel Hall
featuring: Pam Brown, Jen Crawford, Anita Patel

20th

September

'BAD!SLAM!NO!BISCUIT! is THE POETRY SLAM in THE 
CANBERRA that will give ANYONE a microphone and 
audience and 2 MINUTES to perform WHATEVER. They will 
then be JUDGED by five judges chosen from the audience. 
With feature acts with prizes with glory and/or infamy, the 
POETRY SLAM.'

7.30pm, Smith’s Alternative
Admission: $10 waged, 
$5 unwaged

Manning Clark House hosts public addresses, debates, forums, 
art exhibitions, book launches, poetry readings and other 
gatherings in the former home of Manning and Dymphna 
Clark in Forrest, Canberra.

7.30pm Fellows Bar, 
University House, 1 Balmain Cres, Acton 
Admission: $10 waged, $5 unwaged 
Hosted by Geoff Page
featuring: Susan Fealy, Laurie McDonald, Judith Crispin
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POETRY ON THE MOVE
13th - 17th September

17th

Monday

16th

Sunday

13th

Thursday

9am: Inhabiting Language—Poetry Symposium 
Theatre, Canberra Museum and Gallery (CMAG)
5pm: Opening Night Party,
including the announcement of the Vice-Chancellor’s Internation-
al Poetry Prize; and the launch of 2018’s IPSI chapbooks.
University of Canberra, Building 1, A21 (Theatrette)

14th

Friday

10am: Workshop—Moira Egan
E-Block Seminar Room, Gorman Arts Centre 
2pm: Lines and shapes: Inhabiting Form
Lisa Brockwell, Owen Bullock, Lisa Gorton, 
Cassandra Atherton 
Gorman Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre
4pm: Poet to Poet: Sholeh Wolpé & Keijiro Suga
Gorman Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre
7pm: Poetry Reading: Inhabiting Uncertainty
 Lisa Gorton, Omar Sakr, Lisa Samuels, Keijiro Suga
ANCA Gallery, Dickson

15th

Saturday

10am: Workshop—Sholeh Wolpé 
E-Block Seminar Room, Gorman Arts Centre 
1pm: POTM at the NPG: Living Poetry
Andy Jackson, Andy Melrose, Ross Gibson, K A Nelson
National Portrait Gallery
3pm: Speaking in Tongues
Eileen Chong, Jen Webb, Omar Sakr, Ravi Shankar
Gorman Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre
5pm: Abstractions: Launch and reading
Ralph Wilson Theatre, Gorman Arts Centre
7.30pm: Poetry Reading
Sholeh Wolpé, Jill Jones, Bella Li, Paul Hetherington
Gorman Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre

10am: Workshop 1—Eileen Chong
E-Block Seminar Room, Gorman Arts Centre 
10am Workshop 2—Lisa Brockwell
Gorman Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre
1pm: POTM at the NPG: Word+Image
Bella Li, Nicci Haynes, Lisa Samuels, Christian Bök
National Portrait Gallery
3pm: Learning to Have Lost
Oz Hardwick, Penelope Layland, Dominique Hecq, 
Paul Hetherington
Gorman Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre
4.30pm: Storyground
including the announcement of the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Poetry Prize
Kerry Reed-Gilbert, Evelyn Araluen, Sam Faulkner
Gorman Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre
7.30pm: Poetry Reading
Lionel Fogarty, Christian Bök, Jen Webb, 
Matt Hetherington
Gorman Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre
10am: Workshop—Oz Hardwick
Room 14, Ainslie Arts Centre 
1pm: Making Space for Poetry
Ross Donlon, Paul Munden, Felicity Plunkett, Mike 
Ladd
Function Room, Ainslie Arts Centre
3pm: Poetry of the Senses
Moira Egan, Oz Hardwick, Ross Gibson, Monica 
Carroll 
Function Room Ainslie Arts Centre
6pm: Poetry Reading
Ross Donlon, Mike Ladd, Paul Collis
Smith’s Alternative
7pm: Not Very Quiet
Kazue Nakamura, Koike Masayo, Evelyn Araluen, 
Dominique Hecq, Felicity Plunkett, Moira Egan
Smith’s Alternative
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WORKSHOPS

Simon Armitage (UK) delivers a 
poetry workshop at 2016’s Poetry 
on the Move

Moira Egan
Scents and sensibilities: A workshop on fragrance in 
poetry
Friday 14th September 10am-12pm
E-Block Seminar Room, Gorman Arts Centre

Tickets $22 (inc. GST)

Sholeh Wolpé
Found in translation
Saturday 15th September 10am-12pm
E-Block Seminar Room, Gorman Arts Centre
Tickets $22 (inc. GST)

Eileen Chong
Answering back: Call and response in poetry
Sunday 16th September, 10am-12pm
E-Block Seminar Room, Gorman Arts Centre

Tickets $22 (inc. GST)

Lisa Brockwell
Deep reading for better writing
Sunday 16th September, 10am-12pm
Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre
Tickets $22 (inc. GST)

Oz Hardwick
Embracing the unexpected in poetry
Monday 17th September, 10am-12pm
Room 14, Ainslie Arts Centre
Tickets $22 (inc. GST)

This year we offer a new series of our popular poetry writing 
workshops, each run by the festival's international and local 
guests. Workshop tickets are $22 each. Workshop sizes are strictly 
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WORKSHOPS
Moira Egan
Scents and sensibilities: A workshop on fragrance in poetry
Friday 14th September 10am-12pm
E-Block Seminar Room, Gorman Arts Centre
Though poets understand the importance of writing through the 
five senses, many of us focus on visual imagery in our writing. This 
workshop will explore techniques that can be used to conjure the 
intensely evocative (yet vastly under represented) sense of smell. 
The most ephemeral of the senses scent is, paradoxically, the one 
that is most intimately linked to memory, bypassing conscious 
thought to hit straight at the centres of memory, inducing poignant 
nostalgia and fierce flashbacks. In this workshop, we will discuss 
published examples of fragrant poems; we will smell perfumes; 
we will experiment with fragrant ekphrasis. Working with guided 
activities and literary synæsthesia we will draft new poems, 
exploring memory, place, philosophy, religion, politics — even the 
making of art itself. 

Sholeh Wolpé
Found in translation
Saturday 15th September 10am-12pm
E-Block Seminar Room, Gorman Arts Centre
Words are only music in a language you don’t understand. Meaning 
changes when you don’t know the culture from which a poem comes 
from. We often hear the phrase “Lost in Translation” because it is 
easy to fail a poem, its music and meaning in the act of moving it 
from one language and culture to another. 

In this workshop we will examine “Windup Doll,” a beautiful and 
musical poem by the iconic 20th Century Iranian poet, Forugh 
Farrokhzad. You will listen to a recording of her reading (in Persian) 
and follow the poem in transliteration along with its word-by-word 
translation. Then you will write a creative translation based on your 
take on where the poem carries you. How does your world intersect 
with Forugh’s? Can you mimic the music or cadence of her poem? 

Poems generated in this workshop will be considered for an 
anthology of poems based on Farrokhzad’s Windup Doll.

Eileen Chong
Answering back: Call and response in poetry
Sunday 16th September, 10am-12pm
E-Block Seminar Room, Gorman Arts Centre
In this two-hour workshop, Eileen Chong will lead the group in 
examining a selection of poems that function as questions and 
answers in relation to one another and take you through a writing 
exercise in which you respond to a given poem, and produce a draft 
of a poem.

Lisa Brockwell
Deep reading for better writing
Sunday 16th September, 10am-12pm
Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre
Reading poems deeply is a sure-fire way to write better poems. In 
this workshop we will read a selection of great poems closely, to see 
what makes them tick, and to enjoy what they can do. For all skill 
levels, from published poets to those just starting out.

Oz Hardwick
Embracing the unexpected in poetry
Monday 17th September, 10am-12pm
Room 14, Ainslie Arts Centre
Poet, photographer and academic Oz Hardwick, from Leeds Trinity 
University (UK) is offering this workshop for those wishing to nudge 
their writing from habitual paths. Beginning with a sharp focus on 
the everyday, the workshop will go on to explore strategies to let 
your words themselves lead you into unexpected places.
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 13th

Thursday
POETRY 
SYMPOSIUM

Poetry on the Move is unique in placing an 
academic research conference on poetry and 

poetics firmly within the festival program. This aligns 
with the International Poetry Studies Institute's aim of 

conducting research related to poetry, and publishing the outcomes 
of this research internationally through its journal Axon: Creative 
Explorations.

Named for the primary point of transmission within the 
nervous system and the means of communication between 
neurons, Axon: Creative Explorations is a free online journal 
that publishes writing and images that express or are about 
creativity and the creative process. It encourages research into 
and discussion of the broad domain of creativity, including:

• the methods and techniques of artists and other creative 
professionals

• approaches to creative-led research and the theorisation 
of creative practice

• the ways in which creative works are made and function

• poetics and poetry

• the cultural contexts and theoretical frameworks informing 
creative practice.

Inhabiting Language
8.30am-3.15am
Canberra Museum and Gallery,  cnr London Cct and Civic Square, Canberra
The theme of this symposium aims to explore ways in which 
contemporary poetry ‘inhabits’ language, and the extent to which 
poetic language may be understood as inside and/or outside of 
human experience.

8.30am     Coffee and Tea

9.00am     Introduction and Welcome 
  Professor Paul Hetherington, Head of IPSI

9.15am      Panel 1—Inhabitations
      (4 x 15 min papers with 15 mins discussion)

 Oz Hardwick     Shaping loss
This paper will explore the ways in which prose poetry 
provides the ideal arena to express the elegiac mode.

Jill Jones     “an arrangement in a system to pointing”: Doing things with things
I want to explore the idea of habitation and the poem 
through the kinds of things the poet refers to or places 
into a poem.

Paul Hetherington and Cassandra Atherton     Dwellings
This paper responds creatively to concepts of the child’s 
inhabitation of the world.

 Dominique Hecq    Coming up for air 
This paper will approach the following question: as a 
writer, do I inhabit language, or does it inhabit me?

10.30am    Break—Morning tea (provided)

axonjournal.com.au
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10.45am    Panel 2—Encounters
       (3 x 15 min papers with 15 mins discussion)

Subhash Jaireth     The house of remembering and mourning
If language is the house of being of a poem, what is the 
house in which a translated poem comes to reside? 

Anita Patel and Asefeh Zeinalabedini     Many houses, one home
What is the real value and purpose of creating multilingual 
poetry in a monolingual country? 

Nadia Niaz     Poetic encounters
In this paper I will explore poetry as an essential element 
of human language that can be said to recognise itself 
across languages.

11.45am     Lunch

12.45pm    Panel 3—Making
       (3 x 15 min papers with 15 mins discussion)

Andy Melrose     The Boat: Word & image & refugees
Inhabiting the language of migration and hospitality, in 
ellipses... is the ongoing story of being and becoming!

Hayley Elliot-Ryan     On the maritime radio and over the sea
This paper demonstrates how poetry has been used, 
and is currently being used by fishermen as a way of 
collaboratively documenting the history of the South 
Australian fishing industry.

Owen Bullock     Fresh modes: Towards a radical ekphrasis
The original poetry in this hybrid critical/creative 
paper seeks to find acts of making that are equivalent 
or complementary to "other" art forms and to construct 
poems which respond not just in their content but in 
their structure.

1.45pm       Break—Afternoon tea (provided)

2.00pm     Panel 4—Self
        (2 x 15 min papers with 15 mins discussion)

Alyson Miller     “This is how we have conversation’”: The confessional poetry   
  of Hollie McNish, Rupi Kaur, and Kate Tempest

Suggesting an uneasy clash between content and form, 
inside and outside, and literary and popular cultures, 
this paper examines the tension between contemporary 
women’s confessional poetry and its occupation of 
(typically male) public spaces.

Linda Weste    Making or unmaking the poet: Self-referentiality in the   
            autobiography in verse

In this paper I analyse several contemporary 
autobiographies in verse that openly reflect on a Poet-
Subject’s making or unmaking.

2.45pm       Book launches 
 

Inhabitations edited by Dominique Hecq
Pragmatics of Art 3 by Jen Webb and Monica Carroll
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13th

Thursday
OPENING 
NIGHT

University of Canberra, 
Building 1, A21 (Theatrette)

An official welcome to Ngunnawal country, the 
announcement of the University of Canberra Vice Chancellor's 

International Poetry Prize for 2018, and the launch of this year's 
series of IPSI chapbooks. Featuring readings by Eileen Chong, 
Moira Egan, Sholeh Wolpé, Keijiro Suga and Oz Hardwick.

5.10pm   Welcome to country 
5.20pm   Welcome and introduction
5.30pm   Vice-Chancellor’s International Poetry Prize 
Professor H. Deep Saini, Vice-Chancellor and President, University 
of Canberra, will make the announcement, and winning poets will 
be invited to read.

The University of Canberra Vice-Chancellor's International Poetry 
Prize has been offered annually since 2014. The prize celebrates the 
enduring significance of poetry to cultures everywhere in the world, 
and its ongoing and often seminal importance to world literatures. 
It marks the University of Canberra's commitment to creativity 
and imagination in all that it does, and builds on the work of the 
International Poetry Studies Institute in identifying poetry as a 
highly resilient and sophisticated human activity. 

6.00pm  Drinks and light refreshments
6.30pm   IPSI chapbooks launch
We are pleased to launch a further five titles in the series of IPSI 
chapbooks: 

The Outsider by Sholeh Wolpé; Notes on a Potion by Moira Egan; 
Dark Matter by Eileen Chong; Learning to Have Lost by Oz 
Hardwick; Transit Blues by Keijiro Suga
7.30pm  Drinks

Keijiro Suga,  
International Poet in Residence

Sholeh Wolpé 
International Poet in Residence

Moira Egan 
International Poet in Residence

Eileen Chong, Judge: 
VC's International Poetry Prize

Oz Hardwick 
 International Poet in Residence
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7pm: Poetry Reading: Inhabiting Uncertainty
Lisa Gorton, Omar Sakr, Lisa Samuels, Keijiro Suga
Australian National Capital Artists Gallery, Dickson, 1 Rosevear Pl, Dickson

To coincide with the Faculty of Arts and Design staff art exhibition 
The Uncertainty Principle we present an in situ poetry reading from 
four distinguished national and international poets.

Hosted by Jen Crawford.

10am: Workshop—Moira Egan
Scents and Sensibilities: A workshop on 
fragrance in poetry
E-Block Seminar Room, Gorman Arts Centre

Tickets $22 (inc. GST)
see page 14

2pm: Lines and shapes: Inhabiting form
Lisa Brockwell, Owen Bullock, Lisa Gorton,
Cassandra Atherton
Gorman Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre

In our opening festival panel, four poets 
discuss the importance of form in and for poetry. How 
does a consideration of form affect composition? Is 
form a conservative call to tradition, or a rediscovery 
that allows poets to explore new ways of working? 

Hosted by Paul Munden.

4pm: Poet to Poet 
Sholeh Wolpé & Keijiro Suga in conversation
Gorman Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre

Both Sholeh Wolpé and Keijiro Suga are noted 
translators of poetry. Suga is a scholar of poetic 

translation at Meiji University in Tokyo who regularly translates from 
French, English and Spanish into Japanese. Wolpé's translations 
from Farsi into English (including influential Iranian p o e t 
Forugh Farrokhzad, and the new translation of Attar's 
Persian classic The Conference of Birds) have opened 
the rich tradition of Persian poetry to readers in 
English.

In this discussion, hosted by Australian poet Melinda 
Smith, we ask them to speak together about the "art" 
of translating poetry.

14th

Friday
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15th

Saturday

10am: Workshop—Sholeh Wolpé
Found in translation
E-Block Seminar Room, Gorman Arts Centre 
Tickets $22 (inc. GST)

see page 14
 

1pm: POTM at the NPG: Living poetry
Andy Jackson, Andy Melrose, Ross Gibson, K A Nelson
National Portrait Gallery

Aptly set in the National Portrait Gallery, this 
event looks at the the relationship of poetry, 
experience and biography. How do poets utilise 

lived experience, both their own and others, in 
making poetry? How do they draw from their own 

experience, and how do they imagine lived experience 
within the frame of poetic expression?
Hosted by Cassandra Atherton

 
3pm: Speaking in tongues
Eileen Chong, Jen Webb, Omar Sakr, Ravi Shankar 
Gorman Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre

How do poets grapple with language in poetry 
when having connection and roots in other languages? Four 
poets explore how these backgrounds are diversely employed in 
often complex, and personal ways—where writing becomes an act 
of recovery, of rebuilding, and of reinventing, but also a site of loss.  
 
Hosted by Anita Patel

K A N
elson
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Eileen C
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Jill Jones
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ar Sakr
Anita Patel

5pm: Abstractions: Reading and launch
John Foulcher, Melinda Smith, Andy Jackson, Paul Munden, 
Paul Hetherington, Jen Webb, Shane Strange, Monica Carroll
Ralph Wilson Theatre, Gorman Arts Centre

'go in fear of abstractions…the natural object is always the 
adequate symbol' —Ezra Pound

'no ideas but in things'—William Carlos Williams

Completely ignoring the advice of both Pound and 
Williams, Recent Work Press asked 10 poets to 
respond to 10 carefully selected abstractions. 
Join us for a relaxed session of poetry on cost, 
obligation, nonsense, space, pleasure, identity, 
rhythm, accuracy, conjecture and youth, and the 
launch of the Abstractions anthology edited by Paul 
Munden and Shane Strange.

sponsored by Recent Work Press

7.30pm: Poetry reading
Sholeh Wolpé, Jill Jones, Bella Li, 
Paul Hetherington
Gorman Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre

Three major Australian poets join one of our 
international poets in residence in the second 
evening reading of the festival.

Sholeh W
olpé

Andy Jackson
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4.30pm: Storyground
including the announcement of 
The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Poetry Prize
Judged by Lionel Fogarty and Yvette Henry Holt
Gorman Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre

The University of Canberra Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Poetry Prize was offered for the first time in 2017. It 
is sponsored by the Office of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Leadership and Strategy and supported by the Faculty of Arts and 
Design.

followed by a poetry reading featuring: 
Kerry Reed-Gilbert, Evelyn Araluen, 
Yvette Henry Holt, Sam Faulkner
 
This poetry reading follows 2018’s NAIDOC theme 
'Because of her we can'—celebrating the invaluable contributions 
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women have made—
and continue to make—to our communities, our families, our rich 
history and to our nation.
Hosted by Lisa Fuller

7.30pm: Poetry reading
Lionel Fogarty, Christian Bök, Jen Webb, 
Matt Hetherington
Gorman Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre

This third evening reading features renowned Indigenous poet 
Lionel Fogarty, experimental Canadian poet Christian Bök, the 
multi-national Jen Webb and the local and/or general Matt 
Hetherington.

16th

Sunday

10am: Workshop 1—Eileen Chong
Answering back: Call and response in 
poetry
E-Block Seminar Room, Gorman Arts Centre 

Tickets $22 (inc. GST)
see page 15

10am Workshop 2—Lisa Brockwell
Deep reading for better writing 

Gorman Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre
Tickets $22 (inc. GST)
see page 15

1pm: POTM at the NPG: Word+image
Bella Li, Nicci Haynes, Lisa Samuels, Christian Bök
National Portrait Gallery

The connections between word and image are 
something poets and artists have explored for 

centuries. In this session, three poets and a visual artist look at 
these connections through the lens of their contemporary and 
experimental practices.

Hosted by Jen Crawford

3pm: Learning to have lost
Oz Hardwick, Penelope Layland, Dominique Hecq,
Paul Hetherington
Gorman Main Hall, Gorman Arts Centre

Taking its title from Oz Hardwick's IPSI chapbook, this session 
explores the ways that contemporary poetry deals with loss and 
grief. The elegist's art will be discussed as well as the place of poetry 
in coping with loss.

Hosted by Lisa Brockwell
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17th

Monday

10am: Workshop—Oz Hardwick
Embracing the unexpected in poetry
Room 14, Ainslie Arts Centre
Tickets $22 (inc. GST)

see page 15

1pm: Making space for poetry
Ross Donlon, Paul Munden, Felicity Plunkett, Mike Ladd

Function Room, Ainslie Arts Centre
 

Poets need spaces: to write; to perform; to be 
critiqued, to be heard—in the media, through 
festivals and readings, through acts of criticism 
and review. In this panel we ponder the importance 

of creating various arenas in which poetry can be 
engaged with. What are the costs involved and the 

opportunites created when we make space for poetry?

Hosted by Jen Webb

3pm: Poetry of the senses
Moira Egan, Oz Hardwick, Ross Gibson, Monica Carroll
Function Room Ainslie Arts Centre

In the festival's final panel, poets known for employing varying 
approaches to particular senses explore how sense affects and 
plays a part in their work. From the olfactory, to the visual, to the 
kinesthetic, what happens to poetry when attention is paid to a 
range of sensations.

Hosted by Jordan Williams

CLOSING NIGHT
We move to local venue Smith's Alternative for our final evening of 
poetry readings and a relaxing drink or two.

6pm Poetry reading
Ross Donlon, Mike Ladd, Paul Collis
Smith’s Alternative

The evening will kick off with readings from guests of 
the festival Ross Donlon (Vic) and Mike Ladd (SA) 
and the University of Canberra's own Paul Collis, 
David Unaipon Award Winner for his novel 

Dancing Home.

7pm: Not Very Quiet
Kazue Nakamura, Masayo Koike, Evelyn Araluen, 
Dominique Hecq, Felicity Plunkett, Moira Egan
Smith’s Alternative

Not Very Quiet is not only a twice yearly online journal for women's 
poetry, but also a monthly reading of women's poetry. Tonight, 
hosts Moya Pacey and Sandra Renew present a roster of local and 
international poets to close our festival in style, including two 
special international guests from Japan, Nakamura Kazue and 
Masayo Koike, international poet in residence Moira Egan, and 
three wonderful Australian voices in Dominique Hecq, Evelyn 
Araluen and Felicity Plunkett.
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The poets and other 
contributors

Hani Abdile is a writer and spoken word poet based in Sydney. 
After spending uncountable months in immigration detention, 
she found healing in writing poetry. Hani is an honorary member 
of PEN International and lead member of Writing Through 
Fences, receiving numerous awards for her community work and 
achievements. Hani performs around the Sydney poetry scene, 
which makes her heart beat endlessly for the love, and happiness 
poetry brings. Her first book I will Rise was published in 2016 by 
Writing Through Fences. With the power of spoken words she wants 
to shape the world with just pen and paper.

Evelyn Araluen is a poet, educator and researcher working with 
Indigenous literatures at the University of Sydney, and a writer 
for Sweatshop Western Sydney. In 2017 she was the winner of the 
Nakata Brophy Prize for Young Indigenous Writers, and in 2018 
she won the Judith Wright Poetry Prize. Her writing has appeared 
in publications such as Overland, Southerly, and Cordite. Born, 
raised, and writing in Dharug country, she is a descendant of the 
Bundjalung nation. 

Cassandra Atherton is an award-winning scholar and widely 
anthologised prose poet. She was a Harvard Visiting Scholar in 
English in 2016 and was recently awarded VicArts and Australia 
Council Grants. Cassandra has published 17 critical and creative 
books, including Exhumed (2015) and Leftovers (forthcoming). She 
is the current poetry editor of Westerly Magazine.

Christian Bök is the author not only of Crystallography (1994), 
a pataphysical encyclopedia nominated for the Gerald Lampert 
Memorial Award, but also of Eunoia (2001), a bestselling work 
of experimental literature, which has gone on to win the Griffin 
Prize for Poetic Excellence. Bök teaches English at Charles Darwin 
University.

Lisa Brockwell lives on a rural property near Byron Bay, 
Australia, with her husband and young son.  She was runner-up in 
the University of Canberra Vice-Chancellor’s International Poetry 
Prize in 2015. Her poems have been published in The Spectator, The 
Canberra Times and Best Australian Poems. Her first collection, 
Earth Girls, was published by Pitt Street Poetry in 2016 and 
commended in the Anne Elder Award.  

Owen Bullock’s most recent publications are Work & Play 
(Recent Work Press, 2017) and semi (Puncher & Wattmann, 2017). 
He has edited a number of journals and anthologies, including 
Poetry New Zealand. He teaches creative writing at the University 
of Canberra. 

Monica Carroll's creative work has been widely awarded and 
anthologised within Australia and abroad. Her first collection of 
poetry, Isolator, was published by Recent Work Press in September 
2017. Her research interests include phenomenology, touch, poetics 
and space.

Eileen Chong is a Sydney poet who was born in Singapore. Her 
books are Burning Rice (2012), Peony (2014), Painting Red Orchids 
(2016), and Rainforest (2018), all from Pitt Street Poetry, and The 
Uncommon Feast (2018) by Recent Work Press. Her work has 
shortlisted for numerous prizes, including the Anne Elder Award, 
the Victorian Premier’s Literary Award, and twice for the Prime 
Minister’s Literary Awards. Another Language (2017) is published 
by George Braziller, New York, in the Braziller Series of Australian 
Poets, with a foreword by Paul Kane. www.eileenchong.com.au

Paul Collis is a Barkindji man, born in Bourke in far western 
NSW on the Darling River. Paul worked in Newcastle for much 
of his young adult life in the areas of teaching and in Aboriginal 
community development positions. He has taught Aboriginal 
Studies to Indigenous inmates at the Worimi and Mount Penang 
juvenile detention centres and in Cessnock and Maitland prisons.  
He lives in Canberra and works as a Creative Writing academic 
at the University of Canberra. Dancing Home is his first novel 
and won the national 2016 David Unaipon Award for a previously 
unpublished Indigenous writer.
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Jen Crawford's poetry publications include 3 (Five Island Press), 
Bad Appendix (Titus Books, 2008), Pop Riveter (Pania Press, 2011) 
and Koel (Cordite Books, 2016). She is an Assistant Professor in 
Creative Writing at the University of Canberra.

Ross Donlon is a widely published poet who is represented in the 
anthologies, Poems for All Occasions, Contemporary Australian 
Poetry, Writing to the Wire, and the upcoming, To End All Wars. 
He is winner of two international poetry prizes and his work was 
a feature program on Radio National’s Poetica. He has convened 
poetry readings and events in Castlemaine for over 10 years and for 
three Castlemaine State Festivals. He has read his poetry in many 
parts of Australia and Europe and performed at festivals here and 
abroad.

Hayley Elliott-Ryan is a Melbourne-based writer. She is the 
co-managing editor of Cinder, a journal of creative writing theory. 
Hayley has recently returned from a research trip to the Faroe 
Islands where she interviewed fishermen about poetry and the 
local gift economy. She is currently completing her PhD and 
teaching Professional and Creative Writing and Literature at Deakin 
University.

Sam Faulkner is a Torres Strait Islander and Aboriginal woman 
from the Wuthuthi/Yadhaigana peoples, Cape York Peninsula 
and Badu and Moa Islands, Torres Strait. She is the author of 
Life Blong Ali Drummond: A Life in the Torres Strait, (ASP, 
2007).  She has poetry and prose published locally, nationally and 
internationally. She has represented women and Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander interests on local, state and national boards.  
She is currently Chairperson of the ACT Torres Strait Islanders 
Corporation.

Lionel Fogarty is one of the best known contemporary Aboriginal 
Australian writers. A Yugambeh man, Fogarty was born on Wakka 
Wakka land in South Western Queensland near Murgon on a 
‘punishment reserve’ outside Cherbourg. Throughout the 1970s 
he worked as an activist for Aboriginal Land Rights and protesting 
Aboriginal deaths in custody. He has published numerous 
collections of poetry in Australia.His most recent collections include 
Mogwie Idan: Stories of the land (Vagabond Press, 2012), Eelahroo 

(Long Ago) Nyah (Looking) Möbö-Möbö (Future) (Vagabond 
Press, 2014), and Selected Works 1980-2016 (re.press, 2017).

John Foulcher  has written 11 books of poetry, most recently 
101 Poems (Pitt Street Poetry, 2015), a selection from his previous 
books, and A Casual Penance (Pitt Street Poetry, 2017). His work 
has appeared in Australian magazines and anthologies for over 30 
years and has been set for study in Australian schools.

Lisa Fuller  is a Wuilli Wuilli woman from Eidsvold, Queensland, 
and is also a descendant of the Wakka Wakka and Gurang Gurang 
mobs.  Lisa has a Masters of Creative Writing and is the joint winner 
of the 2014 Anne Edgeworth Fellowship. Lisa recently won the 2018 
Varuna Eleanor Dark Flagship Fellowship, and has won the 2017 
David Unaipon Award for her book Mirrored Pieces. 

Ross Gibson is Centenary Professor of Creative & Cultural 
Research at the University of Canberra. Recent works include  The 
Criminal Re-Register (UWAP),  Stone Grown Cold (Cordite Books), 
Changescapes (UWAP), Memoryscopes (UWAP).

Lisa Gorton lives in Melbourne and writes poetry, fiction and 
essays. Her awards include the Victorian Premier’s Prize for Poetry, 
the NSW People’s Choice Award for Fiction, the Prime Minister’s 
Literary Award for Fiction, and the Philip Hodgins Memorial Essay. 
Lisa edited Black Inc’s Best Australian Poems 2013 and, with Toby 
Fitch, the 2016 Australian Poetry Anthology, and she wrote the 
introduction for Text’s reissue of Christina Stead’s The Little Hotel. 
Lisa’s two most recent publications, both from Giramondo, are the 
poetry collection Hotel Hyperion and a novel, The Life of Houses. 

Nicci Haynes is a visual artist whose roaming practice includes 
print, drawing, artists books and awkward little videos, which are 
variously brought into service as vehicles for her explorations. With 
language as a recurring theme, the work often finds itself in the 
company of poetry. Haynes currently works in various capacities in 
the Printmedia and Drawing Workshop at the Australian National 
University.

Dominique Hecq grew up in the French-speaking part of 
Belgium. She now lives in Melbourne. Her works include a novel, 
three collections of short stories and six books of poetry. Her stories 
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and poems have been published internationally. These appear 
in English and other languages in anthologies, journals and on 
websites. Over the years, her work has been awarded a variety of 
prizes. Hush: A Fugue (2017) is her latest book.

Matt Hetherington is a writer, music-maker, teacher, and 
moderate self-promoter based in northern New South Wales.  He 
has been writing poetry for over 30 years and has published over 
300 poems.  His first all-haiku/senryu book, For Instance, was 
published in 2015 by Mulla Mulla Press, and his fifth collection, 
The Love of the Sun, was published by Recent Work Press in August 
this year.

Paul Hetherington has published 13 collections of poetry and 
prose poetry – including, most recently Íkaros (RWP, 2017) and 
Moonlight on Oleander: Prose poems (UWAP, 2018). He won the 
2014 Western Australian Premier’s Book Award (poetry) and was 
shortlisted for the 2017 Kenneth Slessor Prize for Poetry. He leads 
the International Poetry Studies Institute (IPSI) in the Faculty of 
Arts and Design at the University of Canberra and is Professor of 
Writing there.

Yvette Henry Holt heralds from the Yiman, Wakaman and 
Bidjara Nations’ of Queensland. In 2005 Yvette was awarded 
the Queensland Premier’s Literary David Unaipon Award for 
an untitled manuscript, her first publication titled anonymous 
premonition (UQP). Yvette now lives and works in the Australian 
Central Deserts promoting financial literacy and community 
education while completing her manuscript on poetry and prose—
uncovering what lies beneath the desert skin.

Andy Jackson has featured at literary events and arts festivals in 
Australia, India, USA and Ireland, and has been published in five of 
the last six annual Best Australian Poems anthologies (Black Inc). 
His most recent collection is Music our bodies can't hold (Hunter 
Publishers 2017), which consists of portrait poems of other people 
with Marfan Syndrome.

Subhash Jaireth lives in Canberra. He has published poetry, 
fiction and nonfiction in Hindi, Russian and English. He is the 
author of the novel After Love and the short-story collection 

Moments. His latest book, a series of essays titled Incantations, 
was published in 2016.

Jill Jones has published 11 full-length books of poetry, including 
Viva the Real (UQP, 2018), Brink (Five Islands Press, 2017), and 
The Beautiful Anxiety (Puncher & Wattmann, 2014) which won the 
Victorian Premier’s Prize for Poetry in 2015. Her work is represented 
in a number of major anthologies including the Macquarie PEN 
Anthology of Australian Literature, Contemporary Australian 
Poetry and The Penguin Anthology of Australian Poetry. With 
Scots-Australian poet Alison Flett, she publishes chapbooks 
through Little Windows Press. In 2014 she was poet-in-residence at 
Stockholm University. She is a member of the J.M. Coetzee Centre 
for Creative Practice, University of Adelaide.

Rina Kikuchi is a literary scholar, poetry translator, and associate 
professor at National Shiga University in Japan. Her bilingual books 
of poetry translations are Poet to Poet: Contemporary Women 
Poets from Japan (RWP 2017, co-edited with Jen Crawford), and 
Pleasant Troubles, which includes 14 poems by contemporary 
Australian poets (RWP 2018, co-edited with Harumi Kawaguchi).

Masayo Koike is a poet, writer, editor of poetry anthologies, and 
lecturer at Hosei University and Rissho University.  Her fourth 
poetry collection The Most Sensuous Room (1999) was awarded 
the Takami Jun Literary Prize. The fourth book of Short Stories 
collection Tatado (Tatado is the name of the seaside in Japan) was 
awarded the Kawabata-Yasunari Literary Prize in 2007. The long 
story collection A Gift (2014) was awarded the Izumi Kyoka Literary 
Prize. Her latest poetry collection A laughing field (2017) consists 
of her drawing and poetry.

Mike Ladd has often collaborated with musicians and artists, 
writing poetry for the screen and live performance with groups 
such as The Drum Poets, newaural net, and Max Mo. He was the 
editor of Radio National’s highly respected program Poetica, and 
has published nine collections of poetry and prose. Recently, he and 
his partner Cathy Brooks who is a visual artist have been running 
projects that put poems on street signs as public art in Adelaide. 
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Penelope Layland has published three books of poetry: 
The Unlikely Orchard (Molonglo Books), Suburban Anatomy 
(Pandanus Books), and her most recent collection Things I Have 
Thought to Tell you Since I Saw you Last (Recent Work Press). She 
has worked as a journalist, speechwriter and as a communications 
professional.

Bella Li is the author of Argosy (Vagabond Press, 2017) which 
was commended in the 2017 Wesley Michel Wright Prize, highly 
commended in the 2017 Anne Elder Award, and won the 2018 
Victorian Premier's Literary Award for Poetry and the 2018 Kenneth 
Slessor Prize. Her work has been published in a range of journals 
and anthologies, including Best Australian Poems and The Kenyon 
Review, and displayed in the Triennial of the National Gallery of 
Victoria. Her latest book is Lost Lake (Vagabond Press, 2018).

Jacqui Malins is the co-founder and organiser of Mother Tongue 
Multilingual Poetry events in Canberra, a platform for self-
expression and sharing culture through poetry, in languages other 
than English. Jacqui is a performance poet and artist. Her first book 
Cavorting with Time (Recent Work Press) was published in 2018.

Andy Melrose is Professor of Children’s Writing at the University 
of Winchester, he has over 150 film, fiction, non-fiction, research, 
songs, poems and other writing credits, including The Story Keepers 
film series, a 'textual intervention' on the New Testament, broadcast 
worldwide, and 28 scholarly or creative books; is the editor of the 
journal Writing4Children and a founding member of the TEXT 
journal of writing and writing courses international advisory board.

Alyson Miller is an award-winning writer of creative non-fiction 
micro-literature, and a Lecturer in Writing and Literature. Her 
research focuses on scandal and taboo. Her edited collection of 
critical essays on the atomic bomb, The Unfinished Atomic Bomb: 
Shadows and Reflections (Rowman and Littlefield), was published 
in early 2018, alongside a series of illustrated prose-poems, Pika-
Don (Mountains Brown Press).

Paul Munden was the founding director of Poetry on the Move, 
2015-17, and director of the UK’s National Association of Writers 
in Education, 1994-2018. He has worked as conference poet for 

the British Council, reader for Stanley Kubrick, and is currently 
script editor for GSP Studios. His publications include five poetry 
collections, most recently Chromatic (UWA Publishing, 2017).

Kazue Nakamura is a writer of poetry, fiction, columns and 
essays. She is a translator, critic and scholar of postcolonial 
literatures and modern Japanese literature.  She began her academic 
career at the School of Asian Studies, Sydney University, and now 
teaches at Meiji University, Tokyo, Japan.  She has published six 
books that explore the encounters of different cultures in the field 
of world literature, feminism, cultural studies merging the styles 
of academic and creative writing, also two translations of novels, 
many columns and essays as well as collections of Poetry: Tokage 
no Lazaro [Lazarus the Lizard] 1998, (finalist for Nakahara Chuya 
prize); Tenkiyoho [Weather Forecast] 2014 (finalist for Hagiwara 
Sakutaro prize and Oguma Hideo prize).

K A Nelson has lived and worked in New Zealand, Papua New 
Guinea, Italy, the Northern Territory and Canberra. After three 
decades in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander affairs she’s back 
studying at the University of Canberra, writing a memoir with 
poetry as part of a Masters by research. Her first collection of poetry 
Inlandia (Recent Work Press) was released this year.

Nadia Niaz is a writer, editor and academic from Melbourne via 
many other places. She has a PhD in Creative Writing and Cultural 
Studies and teaches creative writing at the University of Melbourne. 
She is a member of the West Writers Group and recently founded 
the Australian Multilingual Writing Project.

Moya Pacey published her second collection Black Tulips with 
Recent Work Press in 2017. She co-edits the on-line journal, 
Not Very Quiet  notveryquiet.com. In October, she will be at the 
Elizabeth Bishop House, Great Village ( Canada) as a resident poet.

Anita Patel has had work published in in Cha: An Asian Literary 
Journal, Mascara Literary Review, Cordite and Backstory. She 
won the ACT Writers Centre Poetry Prize for her poem Women’s 
Talk and her poetry has been selected for Australian Book Review’s 
States of Poetry ACT, 2018. She was the guest editor for Issue 2 of 
Not Very Quiet Journal. 
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Felicity Plunkett is a poet and critic, and Poetry Editor with 
University of Queensland Press. Her first collection Vanishing Point 
(UQP, 2009) won the Arts Queensland Thomas Shapcott Prize and 
was short-listed for several other awards. Her chapbook Seastrands 
(2011) is in Vagabond Press’ Rare Objects series. She is the editor 
of Thirty Australian Poets (UQP, 2011) and her new collection is A 
Kinder Sea (Pitt Street Poetry). 

Kerry Reed-Gilbert is a Wiradjuri woman from Central New 
South Wales. She was the inaugural Chairperson of the First Nations 
Australia Writers Network (FNAWN) 2012 – 2015 and continues 
today as a Director. Kerry is a former member of the Aboriginal 
Studies Press Advisory Committee and her poetry and prose have 
been published in many journals and anthologies nationally and 
internationally, including in the Macquarie PEN Anthology of 
Australian Literature. Her works have been translated into French, 
Korean, Benglai, Dutch and other non-English speaking languages.
In 2006 she received an Outstanding Achievement in Poetry Award 
& a Poet of Merit Award from the International Society of Poets.

Sandra Renew writes poetry as protest and dissent. She writes 
as social and political critique, not to preach to the converted 
or to change the minds of the establishment, but to witness, 
document and keep the issues alive in the discourse as an antidote 
to complacent amnesia. 

Omar Sakr is an Arab Australian poet. His poetry has been 
published in English, Arabic, and Spanish, in numerous journals 
and anthologies including: Prairie Schooner, Griffith Review, 
Overland, Meanjin, Island, Cordite Poetry Review, Contemporary 
Australian Poetry, and Circulo de Poesía. His debut collection, 
These Wild Houses  was shortlisted for the Judith Wright Calanthe 
Award and the Kenneth Slessor Prize.

Lisa Samuels is the author of sixteen books of poetry, memoir, and 
prose—mostly poetry—including: Tender Girl (2015), Symphony 
for Human Transport (2017) and Foreign Native (2018). She also 
writes essays, collaborates with composers, and works with sound 
and film, including Tomorrowland (2017, director Wes Tank). 
Lisa’s editing work includes the anthology A TransPacific Poetics 
(2017, with co-editor Sawako Nakayasu). Lisa teaches literature, 
theory, and creative writing at The University of Auckland.

Melinda Smith has published six books of poetry, most 
recently Goodbye, Cruel (Pitt Street Poetry, 2017). Her previous 
book, Drag down to unlock or place an emergency call, won the 
2014 Prime Minister’s Literary Award for poetry. She is based in the 
ACT and is a former poetry editor of The Canberra Times.

Ravi Shankar is author/editor of a dozen books, including 
most recently Durable Transit: New and Selected Poems, and 
Autobiography of a Goddess, translations of the 9th century 
Tamil poet/saint, Andal and winner of the 2016/2017 Muse India 
Translation Prize. He co-edited W.W. Norton’s Language for a New 
Century, and founded one of the world’s oldest online journals of 
arts, Drunken Boat. His work has appeared in The New York Times, 
The Paris Review, The Financial Times, and on National Public 
Radio, the BBC and on PBS. He has been interviewed and translated 
into over 10 languages, and he currently holds a research fellowship 
from the University of Sydney. 

Shane Strange is a Teaching Fellow in Creative Writing at the 
University of Canberra and Director of Poetry on the Move 2018: 
Inhabiting Language. His writing has appeared in various print 
and on line journals, including Overland, Griffith Review, Burley, 
Verity La, foam:e, Cordite Poetry Review, and Axon: Creative 
Explorations. 

Jen Webb works at the University of Canberra, and has been 
published by journals and anthologies in Australia, Canada, 
the USA, UK, New Zealand, and China. The ACT editor of the 
Australian Book Review’s States of Poetry annual anthology. She 
is also the author of several  poetry collections, including Moving 
Targets and Sentences from the Archive (Recent Work Press), 
and—with Paul Hetherington—produced the poetry/photography 
book Watching the World: Impressions of Canberra.

Linda Weste is an author, reviewer, editor and teacher of creative 
writing. She has a Doctor of Philosophy (Creative Writing) from 
the University of Melbourne. Her historical novel in verse Nothing 
Sacred won the Wesley Michel Wright Prize 2016.
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Jordan Williams is Associate Professor of Writing at the 
University of Canberra. She pursues an ongoing interest in the 
future directions of reading and  writing pertaining to both new and 
old forms of media, as well as the role of art and trauma, and the use 
of word and image. As part of the Authorised Theft collective, she 
has been involved in producing three chapbooks of prose poetry.

Asefeh Zeinalabedini is a poet and performer who writes and 
performs in three languages—Persian, Azerbaijani and English. 
A linguist by training, she is interested in the topics of bi/
multilingualism, migration and cross-cultural linguistic exchanges. 
She has taught English to Farsi-speaking learners in the past and 
is now in the process of teaching English language and writing to 
multilingual women of Australia. 

The festival photographer
Kendall Kirkwood is a poet and photographer. 
She is most alive in the interaction between 
word and scene, a connection which is 
essential to the way she moves through 
the world. Kendall believes good poetry 
often comes from the hardest places, like 
that feeling of having to let go when you 
are still holding on. Someone incredible 
once told her to never stop thinking outside 
her current awareness. She hopes to always 
live up to this expectation. More of Kendall's 
work can be seen at www.towardambiguity.com

Author photo credits
Andy Jackson by Rachael Guy

Bella Li by Lisa Businovski

Dominque Hecq by Michael Reynolds

Eileen Chong by Charlene Winifred Photography

Evelyn Araluen by John Janson Moore

Jill Jones by Annette Willis

Matt Hetherington by Brendan Bonsack

Moira Egan by Eric Toccaceli

Sandra Renew by Kendall Kirkwood

Sholeh Wolpe by Sophie Kandaouroff

All author photographs are reproduced with permission.
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Cat Cotsell.
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OUR PARTNERS
Festival Partner

Sponsors

Venues

*

*thanks to the Dolan Benevolent Fund for Poetry and Whisky

Supporters

IPSI: International Poetry Studies Institute
ipsi.org.au 
Head: Professor Paul Hetherington
The International Poetry Studies Institute (IPSI) is part of the 
Centre for Creative and Cultural Research, Faculty of Arts and 
Design, University of Canberra. IPSI conducts research related 
to poetry, and publishes and promulgates the outcomes of this 
research internationally. The institute also publishes poetry and 
interviews with poets, as well as related material, from around 
the world. Publication of such material takes place in IPSI’s 
online journal Axon: Creative Explorations (www. axonjournal.
com.au) and through other publishing vehicles, such as the IPSI 
chapbook series. IPSI’s goals include working—collaboratively, 
where possible—for the appreciation and understanding of poetry, 
poetic language and the cultural and social significance of poetry. 
The institute also organises symposia, seminars, readings and other 
poetry-related activities and events.

CCCR: Centre for Creative & Cultural Research
www.canberra.edu.au/research/faculty-research-centres/cccr
Director: Distinguished Professor Jen Webb
The Centre for Creative and Cultural Research (CCCR) is IPSI’s 
umbrella organisation and brings together staff, adjuncts, research 
students and visiting fellows who work on key challenges within the 
cultural sector and creative field. A central feature of its research 
concerns the effects of digitisation and globalisation on cultural 
producers, whether individuals, communities or organisations. 
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