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The following guidelines have been developed to assist in determining qualifications considered equivalent 

to First Class (H1) or Upper Second Class/Second Class Division One (H2A) Honours, for the purposes of 

admission to a Higher Degree by Research courses and for research scholarship eligibility.  

Honours level Criteria for honours equivalency  

First Class Honours 
(H1) 

A completed Australian Bachelor Degree with First Class Honours (H1), or an overseas 
qualification deemed to be its equivalent.  

A completed 4 year Australian Bachelor Degree where honours is not awarded, or overseas 
qualification deemed to be its equivalent, containing an independent research project with final 
report of at least 10,000 words with an exceptional level of final year results*. Results for the 
project and for any research methods unit, if undertaken, must be at High Distinction level.  

A completed Advanced Postgraduate Diploma of at least one year full time study or overseas 
qualification deemed to be its equivalent, with an exceptional level of results*. Units undertaken 
must include research methods and an independent research project with a final report of at 
least 10,000 words. Results for the project and research methods unit must be at High 
Distinction level. 

A completed Australian Master Degree (by Coursework) or overseas qualification deemed to be 
its equivalent, with an exceptional level of results*. Units undertaken must include research 
methods and an independent research project with a final report of at least 10,000 words. 
Results for the project and research methods unit must be at High Distinction level. 

A completed Australian Master Degree (by Research) or an overseas qualification deemed to be 
its equivalent, with a thesis assessed at High Distinction/H1 level. 

Current enrolment in an Australian doctoral degree or an overseas qualification deemed to be its 
equivalent, with evidence of superior performance in the first year of enrolment as evidenced by 
a timely Confirmation of Candidature, reports from supervisors, assessors’ reports on seminars, 
refereed publications or conference papers, or other comparable research outputs.  

Completion of 12 credit points of coursework in the University of Canberra standard entry PhD, 
at High Distinction level.  

Research work experience or research outputs as equivalent to First Class Honours, as evidenced 
by a significant record of scholarly publication (e.g. refereed articles in scholarly journals, a 
single-authored research monograph or publications of equivalent academic standing), 
outstanding public recognition of a contribution to research in a relevant profession (prizes, 
medals or other significant public recognition of research), or significant relevant research work 
experience, usually for a minimum of five years involving responsibility for the conduct of 
research projects and resulting in outcomes for which the applicant has major responsibility. 
While normally this would involve some sort of publication, it is recognised that in some 
circumstances publication may not be possible and other evidence of outcomes may be 
acceptable. 
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Honours level Criteria for honours equivalency  

Upper Second 
Class Honours 

(H2A) 

A completed Australian Bachelor Degree with Upper Second Class Honours (H2A), or an overseas 
qualification deemed to be its equivalent. 

A completed 4 year Australian Bachelor Degree where honours is not awarded, or overseas 
qualification deemed to be its equivalent, containing an independent research project with final 
report of at least 10,000 words with a very good level of final year results*. Results for the 
project and for any research methods unit, if undertaken, must be at Distinction level. 

A completed Advanced Postgraduate Diploma of at least one year full time study (or part-time 
equivalent) or overseas qualification deemed to be its equivalent, with a very good level of 
results*. Units undertaken must include research methods and an independent research project 
with a final report of at least 10,000 words. Results for the project and research methods unit 
must be at Distinction level. 

A completed Australian Master Degree (by Coursework) or overseas qualification deemed to be 
its equivalent, with a very good level of results*. Units undertaken must include research 
methods and an independent research project of no less than 25% of the course. Results for the 
project and research methods unit must be at Distinction level. 

A completed Australian Master Degree (by Research) or an overseas qualification deemed to be 
its equivalent, with a thesis assessed at Distinction/H2A level. 

Current enrolment in an Australian doctoral degree or an overseas qualification deemed to be its 
equivalent, with evidence of very good performance in the first year of enrolment as evidenced 
by a timely Confirmation of Candidature, reports from supervisors, assessors’ reports on 
seminars, refereed publications or conference papers. 

Completion of 12 credit points of coursework in the University of Canberra standard entry PhD, 
at either High Distinction or Distinction level.  

Research work experience or research outputs as equivalent to Upper Second Class Honours, as 
evidenced by a sound record of publication demonstrated by a number of refereed scholarly 
publications appropriate to the discipline, an outstanding written contribution to  research in a 
relevant profession, or relevant research work experience in an appropriately supervised 
research environment, usually for a minimum of three years involving responsibility for the 
conduct of research projects and resulting in outcomes for which the applicant has major 
responsibility. While normally this would involve some sort of publication, it is recognised that in 
some circumstances publication may not be possible and other evidence of outcomes may be 
acceptable. 

 
*Exceptional level of results: in this context, an ‘exceptional level’ could include results at High Distinction 
level in not less than 50% of units, or at Distinction level or better in all units, or other results approximately 
equivalent to this. Note that in all cases the results for the research methods and project units must be at 
High Distinction level for H1 equivalency to be granted.  
 
Very good level of results, but not exceptional results, are considered equivalent to Upper Second Class 
Honours, and could include results at Distinction level in not less than 50% of units, or at least an average of 
Credit level in all units, or other results approximately equivalent to this.  

 


