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University of Canberra 

Minutes of Council Meeting No. 163 
held on Thursday 3 April 2014 at 9.00 a.m. in the Council Room 
 
PRESENT:  Dr T Calma AO (Chancellor) 
 Ms C Faulks (from 9.40 am) 
 Dr T Karmel 
 Dr J Mackay AM 
 Mr B Mewett 
 Dr K Mikhailovich 
 Ms B Mitchell 
 Professor S Parker (Vice-Chancellor) 
 Ms P Power AM 
 Dr S Ryan (Deputy Chancellor) 
 Ms S Salthouse 
 Professor D Sharma 
 Ms S Tandon 
 Mr D Trewin AO FASSA 
 Ms M Storti (Secretary) 
  
APOLOGIES: Mr J Hindmarch 
  
IN ATTENDANCE: Ms M Hendry Ms S McCabe 
 Professor N Klomp Ms V Williams 
 Mr B Lines Ms K Zinner 
 Ms K O’Sullivan Mr P Hill (Governance Unit) 
 Professor F Shannon  
 
 
Council met in closed session from 9.00 – 10.40 a.m. for the discussion of confidential items.   
 
Opening and Apologies 

Dr Calma acknowledged the Ngunnawal People as the traditional custodians of the land on 
which the University resides and elders past and present.   
 
Dr Mikhailovich was welcomed to her first meeting of Council. 
 
The apology noted above was received.   
 
Confirmation of the Agenda 

The agenda was confirmed as presented.   
 
Resolution C163/1 

Council noted the recommendations contained in Agenda Items 22 (Compliance with the 
Voluntary Code of Best Practice for the Governance of Australian Universities) and 23 
(Exercise of Financial Delegations).  
 
Item 1:  Declarations of Interest 

The minute for this item is recorded in the confidential minutes.   
 
Resolution C163/2 
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Council received and noted the list of declarations made by members. 
 
Item 2:  Confirmation of Confidential Minutes of Meeting No. 162 

Resolution C163/3 

Council approved the confidential minutes of Meeting No. 162 (7 March 2014) as an accurate 
record of proceedings.   
 
Item 3:  Matters arising from the Minutes 

The minute for this item is recorded in the confidential minutes.   
 
Item 4:  University Performance 2013 

The minute for this item is recorded in the confidential minutes.   
 
Resolution C163/4 

Council resolved that the University’s performance in 2013 should be assessed as high.   
 
Item 5:  Performance Review 2013 – Vice Chancellor 

The minute for this item is recorded in the confidential minutes.   
 
Resolution C163/5 

Council confidential.  
 
Item 6:  Performance Objectives 2014 – Vice Chancellor 

The minute for this item is recorded in the confidential minutes.   
 
Resolution C163/6 

Council approved the 2014 performance objectives of the Vice-Chancellor, subject to the 
inclusion of the continuing development of UC’s professional coursework as part of the 
distinctive identity of the University in his objectives.   
 
Item 7:  Council and Chancellor’s Remuneration 

The minute for this item is recorded in the confidential minutes.   
 
Resolution C163/7 

Council confidential.   
 
Item 8:  Appointment of Members of Council 

The minute for this item is recorded in the confidential minutes.   
 
Resolution C163/8 

Council agreed to recommend to the ACT Chief Minister that Dr Ryan and Mr Mewett be 
reappointed to Council. 
 
Item 8a:  Appointment of Member of the Campus Development Board 

The minute for this item is recorded in the confidential minutes.   
 
Resolution C163/9 
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Council agreed to appoint Mr Terry Weber to the Campus Development Board for a two-year 
term commencing immediately.   
 
Item 9:  Appointment of Chair Finance Committee 

The minute for this item is recorded in the confidential minutes.   
 
Resolution C163/10 

Council reappointed Mr Brian Acworth as Chair of the Finance Committee for a further three-
year term following the end of his current term of office.   
 
Item 10:  Appointment of Members of the Board of the Australian Mathematics Trust 

The minute for this item is recorded in the confidential minutes.   
 
Resolution C163/11 

Council: 
1. agreed to reappoint Mr Will Morony, Professor Hyam Rubinstein and Mr Dennis Trewin 

to the Board of the Australian Mathematics Trust for a further three-year term, following 
expiry of their current terms; and 

2. requested that the Australian Mathematics Trust develop a board diversity strategy, 
including for the appointment of female members to the board.  

 
Item 11:  Receipt of Committee Minutes 

The minute for this item is recorded in the confidential minutes.   
 
Resolution C163/12 

Council received and noted the minutes of the Campus Development Board meeting held on 3 
March 2014.   
 
Item 12:  Chancellor’s Opening Comments 

Dr Calma encouraged members to debate the issues that came before Council and informed 
Council of a number of representational functions he had attended as Chancellor.  Dr Calma 
noted that the feedback received from stakeholders was positive.    
 
Item 13:  Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting No. 162 

Resolution C163/13 

Council confirmed the minutes of Meeting No. 162 (7 March 2014) as an accurate record of 
proceedings.   
 
Item 14:  Matters Arising from the Minutes 

No matters were raised at this item.   
 
Resolution C163/14 

Council received and noted the Action Sheet.  
 
Item 15:  Vice-Chancellor's Report 

The Vice-Chancellor reported on the following matters.   

 Enrolments and Admissions:  International Off-shore enrolments were higher than at the 
same time last year, but may be inflated by changes in the 2014 enrolment process.  The 
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University was on track to achieve its 2014 enrolment targets and budget, with Semester 2 
enrolments higher than at the same time in 2013.   

 Health Hub:  The opening of the Health Hub had received good media coverage. 
 Thunder sponsorship:  The sponsorship had also received good media coverage.   
 
Resolution C163/15 

Council noted the report from the Vice-Chancellor.   
 
Item 16:  2013 Financial Statements 

Mr Lines reported that the audit of the 2013 Financial Statements had been completed and 
that the joint Audit and Risk Management and Finance Committee had considered the 
statements.  Mr Lines advised that an unqualified audit report would be issued for the 
University, but noted that the University and Auditor-General had not agreed on all matters 
arising during the audit.   
 
Mr Lines reported that an underlying surplus of $4.2m and an increased reportable surplus 
had been achieved in 2013.   
 
Mr Trewin congratulated the University for its financial performance in 2013 and discussed 
the matters arising from the audit.  He noted that none of the matters arising during the audit 
of the Financial Statements were material.   
 
Council discussed the analysis of the University’s financial position in the Annual Report and 
noted that the environment in which universities operated was becoming increasingly 
competitive and that the Annual Report was an important document in shaping public 
perception.   
 
Council noted that the current audit process was time consuming and it was considered that a 
more effective and efficient process could be achieved if the Auditor-General outsourced the 
University’s external audit function.  If the current audit processes continues, the University 
may have to consider bringing in a specialist team in the future.   
 
Resolution C163/16 

Council: 
1. approved the 2013 Financial Statements for University of Canberra (University and UC 

Group consolidated);  
2. authorised the Chancellor to sign the 2013 Management Representation Letter; and 
3. authorised the Chancellor and Professor Stephen Parker to sign the Report by the 

Members of the University of Canberra Council for the Year Ended  
31 December 2013 on behalf of Council. 

 
Item 17:  Annual Report 2013 

The draft annual report was discussed and the typographical error on page 59 noted.   

Resolution C163/17 

Council approved the text of the Annual Report of the University for 2013 and authorised 
transmission of the published Annual Report to the ACT Legislative Assembly. 
 
Item 18:  YTD Financial Performance Report 

Mr Lines reported that the YTD financial report had been provided to the Finance Committee 
out of session and was currently showing a positive variance of $8.6m, mainly due to timing 
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of expenditure.  Mr Lines also reported that the first forecast for 2014 would be made in the 
near future.   
 
Council noted that the student revenue figures used in the budget had not been reconciled to 
actuals, and that the pathways created with partner institutions over the past few years should 
see an uplift in enrolment figures and revenue in 2014.   
 
Resolution C163/18 

Council received and noted the February 2014 YTD Financial Performance Report.   
 
Item 19:  Report from Academic Board 

Meeting 2014/2 (17 March 2014) 

19.1  Accreditation of Course with New Award Title – New Courses in Design 

Council noted that there was a trend toward award titles becoming more specialized and 
expressed the hope that this did not hamper enrolments or restrict the pathways open to 
students.   
 
Resolution C163/19 
 

Council: 
 

1. noted that the Academic Board had resolved to accredit on behalf of Council (under 
Resolution C32/3 (d)) the following new courses, to be implemented for Semester 1, 
2015: 

Faculty of Arts and Design 

 Undergraduate degree course in Industrial Design [xxxAA] (leading to the award of 
Bachelor of Industrial Design) 

 Undergraduate degree course in Interior Architecture [xxxAA] (leading to the award 
of Bachelor of Interior Architecture) 

 Undergraduate degree course in Landscape Design [xxxAA] (leading to the new 
award of Bachelor of Landscape Design); and 

2. agreed to amend the University of Canberra Courses and Awards (Degrees, Diplomas & 
Certificates) Rules 2013 to add the following new award for this course: 
 Bachelor of Landscape Design (B LDes). 

 
19.2  Changes to Courses: Course Closure 

Resolution C163/20 

Council agreed to exercise its authority under Rule 5(1) of the University of Canberra 
Courses and Awards (Courses of Study) Rules 2013 and determined that the following courses 
should cease following appropriate teach-out period, noting that the Academic Board resolved 
to close the courses to new admissions and remove them from the Academic Program with 
effect from the end of Semester 1, 2014: 

Faculty of Health 
 Postgraduate diploma course in Psychology [778AA] (leading to the award of Graduate 

Diploma in Psychology) 
 

19.3  Rescind Grant and Conferral of an Award 
 

Resolution C163/21 
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Council agreed to exercise its authority under the University of Canberra Conferring of 
Awards Rules 2013 and rescinded its decision to admit Jayde MARTENS-SHAW to the award 
of Bachelor of Coaching Science. 

 
19.4  Matters Arising on the Exercise of Delegation of the Chair 
 

19.4.1  Granting of Awards – Doctor of Philosophy 
 

Resolution C163/22 

Council: 

1. noted the delegations of the Chair acting on behalf of the Board under Resolution AB 
10/3/6 to exercise the Board’s authority under Rule 7(1) of the University of Canberra 
Conferring of Awards Rules 2013 and certified that the relevant award may be granted to 
those who have been recommended by an appropriate authority as having satisfied the 
academic requirements of their course of study, subject to their compliance with the 
Statutes and Rules of the University, and 

2. exercised its authority under Rule 7 (2) of the University of Canberra Conferring of 
Awards Rules 2013 and admitted the students listed below to the award of Doctor of 
Philosophy so that the awards can be conferred in absentia at this Council meeting: 

 
Student Name Award & Course Code 

Robert GOW PhD (Education) (208AA) 

Tri MULYANINGSIH PhD (Economics) (244AD) 

 
19.5  Structural Adjustment Fund Project - Update  

Resolution C163/23 
 

Council noted that the Academic Board had noted a paper that outlined progress within each 
component of the University’s Structural Adjustment Fund project.  
 
19.6  Credit Policy 

Resolution C163/24 

Council noted that the Academic Board had approved the amendments to the Credit Policy to 
take effect from the date of the Board meeting, 17 March 2014.   

 
19.7  2015 Undergraduate Academic Program 

Resolution C163/25 

Council noted that the Academic Board had approved the 2015 Undergraduate Academic 
Program. 

 
19.8  Academic Board Report 2013 

Resolution C163/26 

Council noted that the Academic Board had noted the Academic Board Report 2013.   
 
19.9  Appointment of Deputy Chair to Academic Board 

Resolution C163/27 
 

Council noted that the Academic Board had appointed Professor Linda Botterill to the  
position of Deputy Chair of Academic Board to take effect from the date of the Academic 
Board meeting 2014/2 (17 March) to 31 December 2014, unless otherwise determined. 
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19.10 Accreditation of Course with New Award Title – Bachelor of Communication in 

Public Relations/Bachelor of Event & Tourism Management  

Resolution C163/28 
 

Council noted that the Academic Board had resolved to accredit on behalf of Council (under 
Resolution C32/3 (d)) the following new course, to be implemented for Semester 1, 2014: 

Faculty of Arts and Design and Faculty of Business, Government and Law 

 Undergraduate combined degree course in Communication in Public Relations and Event 
and Tourism Management [xxxAA] (leading to the awards of Bachelor of 
Communication in Public Relations and Bachelor of Event and Tourism Management) 

 
19.11  Reaccreditation of Courses 

Resolution C163/29 

Council noted that the Academic Board had reaccredited six diplomas, eighteen 
undergraduate degrees, nineteen undergraduate combined degrees, two undergraduate 
honours, one graduate certificate and three masters courses. 
 
Item 20:  Financial Delegations Policy 

Resolution C163/30 

Council approved the revised Financial Delegations Policy.   
 
Item 21:  Annual Reports from Committees 

Item 21.1:  Campus Development Board 

Ms Storti advised that the Campus Development Board was recommending that Council 
approve a change to the Board’s terms of reference to say that a minimum of four meetings 
should be held each year.   
 
Resolution C163/31 

Council: 
1. received and noted the Annual Report from the Campus Development Board; and 
2. approved a change to the terms of reference of the Campus Development Board to say 

that a minimum of four meetings should be held each year.   
 
Item 21.2:  Nominations and Senior Appointments and Honorary Degree Committees 

Ms Storti advised that Council was being asked to approve an amendment to the terms of 
reference of the Nominations and Senior Appointments Committee to replace the reference to 
the National Governance Protocols with the Voluntary Code of Best Practice for the 
Governance of Australian Universities.   
 
Resolution C163/32 

Council:   
1. received and noted the Annual Report from Nominations and Senior Appointments 

Committee and Honorary Degree Committee; and 
2. approved an amendment to the terms of reference of the Nominations and Senior 

Appointments Committee to replace the reference to the National Governance Protocols 
with the Voluntary Code of Best Practice for the Governance of Australian Universities.  

 
Item 21.3:  Audit and Risk Management Committee 
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Ms Storti advised that Council was being asked to approve an amendment to the terms of 
reference of the Audit and Risk Management Committee to recognise its role in the approval 
of the Financial Delegations Policy. 
 
Resolution C163/33 

Council 
1. received and noted the Annual Report from the Audit and Risk Management Committee; 

and 
2. approved the updated terms of reference for the Audit and Risk Management Committee.  
 
Item 22:  Compliance with the Voluntary Code of Best Practice for the Governance of 

Australian Universities 

Ms Storti advised that the Audit and Risk Management Committee had considered the report 
on compliance with the Voluntary Code of Best Practice for the Governance of Australian 
Universities.  Ms Storti noted that there was one small area of non-compliance with the Code 
that had been dealt with in the Standing Orders and would be resolved through changes 
proposed to the University of Canberra Act 1989.   
 
Resolution C163/34 

Council noted that the University complies with the Voluntary Code for Best Practice for the 
Governance of Australian Universities.   
 
Item 23:  Exercise of Financial Delegations 

Ms Storti advised that the Audit and Risk Management Committee had considered the report 
on the exercise of financial delegations.   
 
Resolution C163/35 

Council received and noted the report on the exercise of financial delegations.   
 
 
Item 26:  Other Business 

There was no other business. 
 
 
 

The meeting was closed at 1.45 p.m. 


