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Future
Your guide to career potential in Canberra



AUSTRALIA’S  CAPITAL, CANBERRA
We’re a place of potential, with the lowest unemployment rate in Australia, highest average income and countless 
industries for you to set your sights upon. 

As Australia’s capital and seat of Government, Canberra is the centre for national discussion and decision making. 
Our economy leads the nation in innovation, commercialisation and service delivery.

The University of Canberra is an embodiment of our city, with courses aligned to Canberra’s workforce and a focus 
on fostering innovation, investing in health-care needs, solving environmental challenges and equipping the leaders 
of the future. 

We know that for you to start your career off on the right foot you’ll need hands -on skills that are only learned 
through practice. To better prepare you for what your future holds UC has a strong focus on practical learning that is 
incorporated into every degree. Benefit from internship opportunities, networking and professional practice units.

RISING EMPLOYMENT  
OPPORTUNITIES
Employment rate is predicted to grow by 5.7% by 2023.†

BETTER PAY
Canberrans have the highest disposable 
income in Australia.*

AUSTRALIA'S MOST EDUCATED CITY
49% of people in Canberra have a Bachelor degree 
or higher.*

*Study Canberra ¨ACT Government Treasury †Australian Jobs, 2019

GROWING ECONOMY
Home to one of the fastest growing economies 
in Australia.

LOWEST UNEMPLOYMENT RATE
Canberra has the lowest unemployment rate 
in the country at 3.3%.

MULTICULTURAL CITY
19,000 international students call Canberra home.

Welcome to



KEY INDUSTRIES
Canberra is home to over 28,000 businesses meaning that almost two-thirds of local residents now work outside 
the government sector. With plenty of opportunities to work in both the private and public sectors there’s a diverse 
range of key industries where the largest skills demand sit within healthcare, technology, accounting and fi nance and, 
specialist government roles. 

You might be surprised to learn that Canberra is home to a number of larger, multinational companies, all of which 
actively seek UC students for Work Integrated Learning opportunities:

HEALTH AND SPORT SCIENCE
Projected to grow at more than twice the rate of other industries.‡

AGRICULTURAL TECHNOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
Canberra is surrounded by natural bushland and home to the national agriculture 
and environmental precinct. With the number of jobs in the sector expected to 
grow in the years leading to 2023, it’s a great place to start your career.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND CYBER
Canberra is home to over 1,000 local and international ICT companies and across 
the industry, a 4.7%¥ national projected growth is expected by May 2023.

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTIONS
Australia’s capital is home to premiere research bodies including CSIRO, Data61, 
medical research entities, ARENA, and several Agricultural R&D bodies.

INNOVATION
Canberra fosters a strong start-up culture with access to mentoring and 
entrepreneurship support.

‡Department of Small Jobs and Business, Australian Jobs Publication 2019 | ¥Department of Employment 



PART TIME 
OPPORTUNITIES
Canberrans have the largest disposable income 
in the country meaning industries like hospitality 
and retail are booming with part time positions, 
in fact, Canberra has seen a growth of 6.9% in part 
time opportunities.‡ 

There’s also plenty of jobs available on campus 
at UC in roles like Student Ambassador, Student 
Mentors as well as internship and volunteering 
opportunities. Our team at Careers UC can assist 
you in crafting your resume, finding opportunities 
and applying for jobs. 

Part time and casual positions popular in 
Canberra include:

• Sales Assistant
• Barista
• Waiter
• Receptionist

• Admin Assistant

• Support Worker

• Tutor

• Duty Manager

The national minimum wage is $19.49 per hour 
though this does differ per industry.

For more information on minimum wage visit 
Fair Work Australia’s website. 

STAY LONGER TO 
KICKSTART YOUR CAREER
Canberra is classified as ‘Regional’ for skilled 
migration, meaning eligible international students 
are able to work in Canberra after graduation for 
up to 3 years. As part of the Post-Study Work 
stream the length of your approved stay will 
vary depending on the level of your Australian 
study qualification.

For more information explore the Australian 
Government’s Department of Home 
Affairs website. 

‡Department of Small Jobs and Business, Australian Jobs Publication 2019 
^ISB 2016-2018

Our International 
students consistently 
rate Canberra among 

the best Australian 
cities to earn money 

while studying.^
^ISB 2016-2018 
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