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Assessment of HDR Confirmation Seminar and Research Proposal 
 

Notes for supervisors and assessors 
Research Masters and PD candidates at the University of Canberra are required to present a confirmation seminar within six  months of 
the research phase of their program (12 months part time). PhD candidates are required to present a confirmation seminar within 12 
months (24 months part-time) of commencement. Two assessors (who are not the supervisors and meet general requirements for 
thesis examiners -see Gold Book Part 7, Clause 24) are asked to complete this report. Their assessment is a critical evaluation of the 
student’s progress to determine whether candidature in the research program should be confirmed. Approval should not be an assumed 
right or taken lightly. 
 
Completed reports should be returned to the chair of the candidate’s supervisory panel for forwarding to the Associate Dean (Research) 
of the Faculty or Director of the University Research Centre. The Associate Dean (Research) or Director will decide on the confirmation 
and forward the reports and recommendation to the Research Students’ Office who will advise the candidate accordingly.  
 
For further information on these requirements see Higher degrees by research: policy and procedures (Gold Book) 6.4.3 and 6.4.4. at 
http://www.canberra.edu.au/research-students/goldbook 
 
In accordance with University policy, the chair of the candidate’s supervisory panel should provide the assessors with copies of the 
following documents before the seminar: 
(a)  the candidate’s full research proposal 
(b)  information on requirements for the relevant type of degree (see Gold Book Part 3: 3.2.1 for PhDs, 3.3.1 for Professional Doctorate 
by research and 3.4.1 for Master’s by research at http://www.canberra.edu.au/research-students/goldbook 
(c)  information on the course, eg UC Handbook entry  
(d) UC policy statement Generic skills and attributes of University of Canberra graduates for higher degree by research programs (see 
http://www.canberra.edu.au/uc/policies/acad/generic_HDR.html 

 

 

Candidate’s name…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Course……………………………………………Research Area/Centre………………………………. 

 
Title of Research Project …………………………………………………………………….................. 
 
 
Supervisor’s Name…………………………………………………… Date ……………………………… 
 
Assessor’s Details……………………………………………………………………………………….... 
                                        ( Title)                                    (Name)     (Position) 

 
Institution……………………………………………………………………………………….…………….. 
 
Contact telephone………………………………………Email…………………………………………… 

 

Assessor’s comments on the research proposal and the confirmation seminar: 

1. Has the candidate clearly defined and described the relevant background material to 
establish a context for the study?  [This section should make reference to current literature in 
the area of investigation.] 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………....... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………....... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………....... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………....... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………....... 

2. Has the candidate clearly justified the proposed study? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………......... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………......... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………......... 

http://www.canberra.edu.au/research-students/goldbook
http://www.canberra.edu.au/research-students/goldbook
http://www.canberra.edu.au/uc/policies/acad/generic_HDR.html
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3. Has the candidate developed appropriate aims and objectives for the study? 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………............... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………............... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………............... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………............... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………............... 

4. Has the candidate explained and justified the chosen approach and/or methodology 
for the study? 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………............... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………............... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………............... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………............... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………............... 

5. Does the evidence provided by the candidate establish a working plan for the study 
and a realistic timetable to complete the proposed work within the allotted time? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………............... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………............... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………............... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………............... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………............... 

6. Having made your assessment, do you believe: 

[Please circle as appropriate] 
 
(a) the candidate has the potential to complete the program at the appropriate level for 

the type of degree (PhD, PD or Masters by research)?  
Yes                       No 

  
(b) the proposed research plan and method are appropriate? 

 
Yes                       No 

 
If not, please give reasons: 
……………………………………………………………………………………….……………................... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………................. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………................. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………....................

............................................................................................................................................................. 
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7. Having made your assessment, do you consider that the resulting thesis has potential to: 
 

(a) contribute to knowledge and/or the application of knowledge to the analysis of  
problems in the study area (PhD/PD)  

Yes        No 
 
(b) show originality (PhD/PD) or include an original contribution to knowledge (Masters)?   

 
Yes          No 

  Please comment if required 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………............. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………............. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………............. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………............. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………............. 

8. Are there any additional comments you wish to make [eg, any areas which you feel may 

need more consideration, in terms of content or presentation]? 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………............. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………............. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………............. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………............. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Assessor’s Recommendation: 

 Satisfactory  - Candidate should be confirmed in the research program 

 Conditionally satisfactory - Further work or action required as indicated below  

 Unsatisfactory  - Candidate should not proceed in the research program 

 
Nature of work or action required: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………............. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………............. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………............. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………............. 

 
Assessor’s signature…………………………………………………………………………………........ 
 
Date………………………………………………………………………………………………….............. 
 
Thank you for your assistance 
 
Please return this form as soon as possible after the seminar to the chair of the candidate’s 
supervisory panel who will forward it to the Associate Dean (Research) of the Faculty or Director of 
the University Research Centre.  


