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New website for UC students with Games in sight
By Elizabeth Bellamy

Lisa Corrigan is ‘‘too excited’’ to be
nervous, while Nathan Deakes feels
‘‘quietly confident’’ after a three-
week Snowy Mountains stint.

But despite their differences, there
was no denying the excitement of
Canberra’s Commonwealth Games
athletes as they readied themselves
yesterday for two weeks of intense
competition and the chance of
sporting glory.

Walker Deakes, runner Corrigan
and long jumper Kerrie Taurima
were at the University of Canberra
yesterday to launch a university
website supporting its Games
athletes.

The sportsmen and women are
three of 10 UC students competing in
this year’s Games.

They will join a pool of 55
Canberra athletes, and 426
Australians, at the Melbourne event.

While law/commerce student
Deakes manages to cram exams,
assignments and his required
reading into a training schedule that
includes an average of 240km of
walking a week and frequent
international travel, often achieving
distinction grades, study worries are
likely to take a backseat when he
fronts up for the 20km and 50km
walks next week.

A dual Games medallist already, he
shattered the Australian record in the
men’s 5km walk earlier this month,
clocking 18:45.19, and is one of the
nation’s strongest medal hopes.

Media commentators have been
critical of Games coverage in the
lead-up to the event, but the
Canberra athletes were confident
Australians would warm to the
tournament.

‘‘Come Wednesday, once it kicks
off, . . . I think people will really
embrace it,’’ Deakes said.

The sporting spectacular opens
tomorrow. The absence of some
athletes, including swimmer Grant
Hackett, has been interpreted as a
lack of confidence in the standard of
international competition the event
attracts.

But the UC athletes defended their
competition yesterday, saying they
faced a tough battle.

‘‘I’ve probably had the best season
I’ve ever had before, I’ve done a
couple of personal bests,’’ Corrigan
said.

‘‘But I’ll have to run pretty fast to
make the finals.’’

Other UC students at this year’s
games include swimmers Alice Mills,
Jade Edmistone and Andrew
Richards; hurdler Tristan Thomas;
walker Jared Tallent; sprinter Adam
Miller; and gymnast Josh Jefferis.

To send a message of support, visit
the UC website at
www.canberra.edu.au

LOCAL TALENT: Walker Nathan Deakes, long jumper Kerrie Taurima and runner Lisa Corrigan at the launch of the University of Canberra’s website.


