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Meetings, Meetings, Meetings!  
 

Come gather 'round scientists 
Wherever you roam 

And admit that the conferences 
Around you have grown 
And accept it that soon 

You'll be informed to the bone 
If your career to you 

Is worth savin' 
Then you better start presentin' 

Or you'll sink like a stone 
For the times they are a-changin'. 

(With apologies to Bob Dylan.)

Indeed!   It is an exciting time to be a part of the 

International Radiation Physics Society, because 

times they are aõchanginõé 
 
The International Radiation Physics Society (IRPS) 

is now formally sponsoring and organizing three 

triennial (and temporally interlaced) international 

conferen ces related to various aspects and 

applications of radiation science. And at each of 

these meetings, we observe new members signing 

up. Indeed, welcome if this is your first issue of the 

IRPS Bulletin! For your orientation, our big -three 

sponsorships are:  
 

 [1] the International Symposium on Radiation  

Physics (ISRP),  

[2] the International Topical Meeting on Industrial 

Radiation and Radioisotope Measurement 

Applications (IRRMA), and  

[3] the International Conference on Dosimetry and 

its Applications (ICDA).  
 
At present, the calendar rotation looks like this:  
 

2014 IRRMA -9 Valencia, Spain 

2015 ISRP -13 Beijing, PRC 

2016 ICDA -2 Guildford, UK  

2017 IRRMA -10 Chicago, USA 

and so it goesé 
 
In addition, IRPS also endorses and/or publicizes 

other specialized or regional  meetings and  

workshops of interest to our membership. A most  

recent example was The European Conference on  

X-Ray Spectrometry, EXRS -2014 (Bologna, Italy, 

June 2014). Accordingly, in this òmeetings, 

meetings, meetingsó issue, conference chairs José 

Ródenas and Jorge E. Fernández  (with possibly 

some helpful input) offer detailed reviews of 

IRRMA -9 and EXRS-2014, respectively. Our Vice 

President for Central and Eastern Europe reports 

on her participation at the second International 

Conference on Radiation D osimetry in Various Field 

of Research (RAD2014) held in picturesque NiĢ, 

Serbia. Finally, we have news about ISRP -13, which 

has been highlighted with the cover art of this 

issue. The venue has been changed from Hefei to 

Beijing, PRC. It is thought that thi s will facilitate 

easier access for foreign participants. See within 

for the still -evolving details and exact dates 

offered by Zhiyun Pan and Ziyu Wu.  
 
So while this issue of the Bulletin seems saturated 

with meetings, meetings, meetings, please stay 

tuned . This communiqué is often filled with 

technical content, spotlights on members and 

institutions, regional Vice President reports, etc . 

Recent back issues of the Bulletin are available 

here:   http://www.canberra.edu.au/irps/bulletin .  
 
As always, we encourage your input, editorials, news 

items, and other content in which our society could 

find shared interest.  
 
Oh, excuse us now, got to run to a meeting!  

 

Larry  Hudson  and Ron Tosh  

From the Editors  
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Dear Colleagues 

 

At a recent meeting of the IRPS Council , there was 

a discussion on the range of activities that should 

be considered as part of the òterritorial interestsó 

of the International Radiation Physics Society, and 

about whether the name of our Society might need 

to be extended. The feeling of a need for a better 

definition of the range of scientific topics of 

special interest for our Society was raised again in 

informal discussions among the Council members 

present at the IRRMA -9 conference in Valencia at 

the beginning of July.  

 

The original Constitu tion of our Society, formed 

nearly 30 years ago, interprets radiation physics in 

a relatively narrow sense:  

 

òRadiation Physics is defined as the branch of 

science which deals with the physical aspects 

of interactions of ionizing radiations (both 

electrom agnetic and particulate) with matter.ó 

 

This definition shifts our thinking from the 

question: òWhat is radiation physics?ó to the 

question: òWhat are the physical aspects?ó and 

raises another question: òIs interaction of ionising 

radiations with matter th e sole subject of 

radiation physics?ó 

 

The Book of Abstracts from the 3 rd  International 

Symposium on Radiation Physics in Ferrara in 1985, 

at which the Society was established, was divided 

into 8 sections:  

1. Cross section for interactions between 

radiatio n and matter, and other physical 

parameters characterizing the primary 

events induced by radiation in matter.  

2. Radiation transport.  

3. Properties, planning and preparation of 

radiation sources.  
 
4. Properties and realization of radiation 

detectors.  
 
5. Radiation physics in fundamental research.  
 
 

6. Radiation physics in biomedicine and 

environmental science.  
 
7. Radiation physics in technology and energy 

research.  
 
8. Radiation physics teaching at the university 

level. 

 

Some of these sections, and also s ome of the 

topics covered in the papers, do not in fact deal 

with òinteractions with matteró. Some sections and 

papers correspond to the definition in the 

Constitution of our Society, some go beyond this 

definition, and some even explicitly connect 

radiati on physics with branches of radiation 

sciences often considered to be independent ( cf.  

Gudrun Alm Carlsson: Radiation Dosimetry ð A 

Branch of Radiation Physics).  

 

The discussions about the IRRMA group (which is 

associated with the International Topical Me etings 

on Industrial Radiation and Radioisotope 

Measurement Application) joining our Society, have 

raised the question of whether applications of 

radiation and radioisotope measurements form a 

part of radiation physics. Similar questions were 

raised in the  past in the discussions of whether our 

Society should be involved in establishing a series 

of conferences on dosimetry and its applications.  

 

Clearly, the range of professional interests of the 

members of our Society and of all colleagues 

attending our co nferences and collaborating with 

the Society is very broad. It reflects increasing 

knowledge on properties of radiation, the spectrum 

of methods for measuring and applying radiation, 

increasing use of radiation even in such apparently 

distant disciplines a s medical diagnostics and 

therapy, archaeology and art history, crime 

detection and attempts to prevent terrorism.  

 

Science and engineering have become increasingly 

multidisciplinary. Various branches or fields have 

interpenetrated, blurring the differen ces between 

fundamental and applied research, and our Society 

should reflect these tendencies. There are no  
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clearly -defined boundaries between scientific 

disciplines ð any effort to define exactly what is 

and what is not  radiation physics is not only a waste 

of energy, but also counterproductive, as 

developments at and beyond the edges of 

traditional disciplines are often of particular 

interest, and may be particularly innovative.  

 

In my opinion, we should not even attem pt to 

distinguish between fundamental and applied 

research. We should accept a wide concept of 

radiation physics, and take under the roof of our 

Society the wide range of radiation sciences, from 

radiation production, through fundamental 

research on physic al aspects of radiation, radiation 

 

 

 

measurements and applications, biological effects  

and their impact upon medicine, dosimetry, 

environmental radiation, radiation protection, etc .  

 

We should therefore cordially welcome the 

interest of the IRRMA group  in joining our Society. 

Recent IRRMA meetings have become an integral  

part of our Societyõs activities and this 

engagement with our Society will continue in 

future. In this context, let me point out further 

upcoming conferences co -organised by our Societ y: 

2015 ð ISRP-13, in Beijing (China)  

2016 ð ICDA -2, in Guildford (UK)  

  2017 ð IRRMA -10, in Chicago (USA) 
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Ines Krajcar Broniĺ,  
Goran Ristiĺ, Jugoslav Karamarkoviĺ 

 

 
 

The Second International Conference on 

Radiation Dosimetry in Various Field of Research 

ð shortly named RAD  2014 ð was held from May 

27 to May 30, 2014, in the city of NiĢ, Serbia. 

The chairman of the Organi zing Committee was 

Goran Ristiļ, from the Applied Physics 

Laboratory (APL)  at the Faculty of Electronic 

Engineering, University of NiĢ.  

 

The conference was organized two years after 

the first one, which was very successfully 

organized within the FP7 proje ct RADDOS 

supported by the European Commission. The First 

International Conference on Radiation and 

Dosimetry in Various Fields of Research (RAD 

2012) was organized by the Faculty of Electronic 

Engineering in cooperation with Tyndall National 

Institute, Ir eland, and JoĤef Stefan Institute, 

Slovenia, and held in NiĢ from April 25-27, 2012. 

RAD 2012 attracted  about 150 participants from 

30 countries.  

 

The aim of RAD2014 c onference was to provide a 

forum for researchers and professionals involved 

with radiatio n and radiation dosimetry to 

exchange and discuss their findings and 

experiences. The fields covered by the 

Conference were physics, electronics, medicine, 

biology, chemistry, environmental protection, and 

other areas related to ionizing and nonionizing 

radiation and their detection.  

 

As a satellite meeting to RAD  2014 conference, 

the Second East European Radon Symposium  

 

(SEERAS) was held at the same time and the 

same place and was co-chaired by Zora S. ģuniļ 

and Goran Ristiļ. The main goal of SEERAS was 

to promote continued development and to review 

and discuss recent achievements in the study of 

radon and thoron in diffe rent environmental 

circumstances , particularly within  the Eastern 

European countries. When exchanging 

information through the presentation and 

discussion of papers dealing with all topics, these 

subjects can improve radiological protection of 

humans and the environment.  

 

Having in mind that this was only the second 

conference, it was amazing that there were 

about 500 received abstracts and about 300 

participants from almost 50 countries for both 

the main conference RAD  2014 and the satellite 

meeting SEERAS. The distribution of the number 

of received abstracts per country of current 

working position of the corresponding author is 

shown in Figure 1. 
 

The Conference program included topical invited 

lectures ( Figure 2 ), limited number of oral 

presentations, and poster presentations ( Figure 
3). Plenary talks were devoted to dosimetry 

standards in medical radiation dosimetry (talk by 

Ahmed Meghzifene, IAEA), re -evaluation of dose 

and dose rate effectiveness factor by using 

archival animal databases (Gayle Woloschak , 

USA), advanced semiconductor dosimetry in 

radiation therapy (Anatoly Rozenfeld, Australia),  
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RAD2014 Report Continued : 
 

statistical and biological significance in 

hypothesis  testing (Iveta Waczulikova, 

Slovakia), application of metal -oxide -

semiconductor structures containing silicon 

nanocrystals in radiation dosimetry (Diana 

Nesheve-Slavova, Bulgaria), and management of 

patients with differentiated thyroid carcinoma  

 

 

 

with 131I (Jasna Mihailoviļ, Serbia). There was 

also a special talk by Goran ŌorĿeviļ (Serbia and 

European Physical Society EPS) about integration 

of the physics community  in CEI (Central 

European Initiative,  http:// www.cei.int )  

countries into the ERA (Eu ropean Research 

Area).  

.

 
Figure 1. Distribution of the number of abstracts submitted for RAD2014 and  

SEERAS conferences per country . 
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Figure 2. 

The opening 

ceremony and 

invited talk 

sessions were 

held in a large 

auditorium  
 

http://rad2014.elfak.rs/img/Countries.jpg


 

 

 
Figure 3. Interesting posters attracted a large number of participants to a poster area  
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The main part of the RAD  2014 conference was 

devoted to oral and poster pre sentations grouped 

into several main topics:  r adiation physics (5 oral 

and 10 poster presentations),  r adiation chemistry 

(7 posters), r adiobiology and radiation effects 

(16 oral and 14 posters), medical use and 

pharmacological aspects of radiation (13 

posters), r adioecology (7 oral, 31 poster s), 

r adiation protection (12 oral, 24 posters), 

r adiation measurements (20 oral, 31 poster s), 

r adiation detectors (10 oral, 11 posters), neutron 

radiation and space radiation (5 oral and 17 

posters), medical imaging and medical physics (6 

oral, 19 posters), non-ionizing radiation (5  oral , 15 

posters ) , biomedicine (6 oral, 5 posters), 

biomedical engineering (5 posters), biophysics (6 

oral), biochemistry (4 posters). Al together, 

about 100 oral contributions and abou t 200 

posters were presented at RAD  2014 and 40 oral 

and 40 posters at SEERAS.  

 

The Book of Abstracts containing all abstracts 

submitted for both RAD  2014 and SEERAS 

meeting was published before the conference as 

hard copy, while the Proceedings were 

distributed in electronic versions on USB  

drives . Participants had also a n opportunity  to 

publish papers (after the usua l reviewing 

process) in prestigious  scientific journals, such 

as Central European Journal of Physics, Central 

European Journal of Chemistry , Central European 

Journal of Biology and Radiation Protection 

Dosimetry.  

 

The RAD conference gives three awards ð for 

the best oral, best poster and best student 

contribution based on the marks given by the 

chairperson of the corresponding session. In the  

final decision -making, the advantage is given to 

authors who submitted full papers. The award 

consists of a plaque , and the winner is exempt 

from paying the fee for the next conference at 

which the award is received.  

 

RAD 2014 Conference is sponsored and funded 

by the International Union of Pure and Applied 

Physics, Central European Initiative (CEI), 

Ministry of Education and Technological 

Development of the Republic of Serbia, Landauer 

Europe, and Regional Cooperative Agreement 

(RCA). 

 

The conference and symposium also included a 

technical exhibition of the following companies ð 

Landauer Europe, Regional Cooperative 

Agreement (RCA), Baltic Scientific Instruments 

(BSI), Canberra Packard, Orthoaid, SARAD 

GmbH, and RadPro International GmbH.   
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An optional intercomparison exercise for outdoor 

active detector measurements was organized on 

the last day of the SEERAS symposium at 

appropriate  field sites in Ni Ģka Banja (The Spa of  

NiĢ). This was a full -day measurement organize 

and performed from the early morn ing until the 

late evening hours (Figure 4).  There were eleven 

teams with about 30 participants in total .A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The conference offered excellent opportunities 

for socializing. On the day of arrival and 

registration, a welcome reception was held  at the 

Faculty of Electronic Engineering . 

  

The cocktail party of the first official day was 

held in Atrium of the University of NiĢ (Figure 5), 
while the cocktail reception of the second day  

was held in The Grand Hotel , NiĢ.  

 

In the afternoon of the se cond day an excursion 

to the Roman complex called Felix Romuliana  

(Figure 6), one of the most important late Roman 

sites in Europe, was organized.  

 

The social highlight of the conference was the 

gala dinner held in the evening of the third day in 

a famous national restaurant. Not to forget, 

after the talks and posters on the last day of the 

conference a farewell party was organized.  

 

All receptions, and especially the gala dinner, 

offered a great variety of national and regional 

specialties, and everyone  was able to find 

something to enjoy. Each evening gathering was 

accompanied by local musicians who demonstrated 

their skills and talents.  

 

More details of the conference, and extensive 

photo gallery can be found at the internet 

address   

http://www.  rad20 14.elfak.rg/    

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Figure 4. One sequence of the intercomparison  

field measurement  exercise  

Figure 5  Cocktail party in the Atrium of the University of NiĢ 
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