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FIRE EXTINGUISHER SELECTION AND USE GUIDELINES
Fire extinguishers are an integral element in the emergency management system at the University. While portable fire extinguishers are simple to use, there are some basic points to remember about the selection and operation of fire extinguishers if confronted by a fire.
Selecting a fire extinguisher
There are a number of types of portable fire extinguishers available in Australia. Each type of extinguisher may be rated for one or more classes of fire. In some cases, particular extinguishers are not only considered ineffective against certain classes of fire, they can be dangerous if used in those circumstances.
The selection of a fire extinguisher is governed according to the class of fire. Portable fire extinguishers are distinguishable by their labels and their colouring.
The table below outlines which fire extinguisher should be used to extinguish the class of fire.
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Operating a Fire Extinguisher

Fire extinguishers should be only used if safe and if trained to do so. When using a fire extinguisher there are some basic principles which can be easily remembered from the acronym PASS.



PULL THE PIN
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Break seal and test extinguisher



AIM AT BASE OF FIRE

Ensure you have a means of escape



SQUEEZE THE OPERATING HANDLE

To operate extinguisher and discharge the agent



SWEEP FROM SIDE TO SIDE

Completely extinguish the fire

Using Fire Extinguishers

1. Ensure that you use the correct extinguisher

2. Always keep an emergency exit behind you. (Away from the fire)

3. [image: image3.emf]Stay low to avoid the effects of smoke/heat.

4. Direct extinguisher stream at base of flames. 
5. Move stream in a side too side, sweeping motion.

6. If the fire gets to the point where you can no longer able to control it, retreat and close the doors. (Do not lock)

Using Fire Hose Reels

1. Turn on the stop valve

2. Run out the length of hose

3. Turn on the water nozzle and direct stream at the base of the fire.
4. Ensure you leave a direct egress path between you and the exit door/egress route.
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