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In an episode of The Simpsons, the ten-year-old tearaway,

Bart, responds to his father’s complaint of why he reacts to the 

television more than his dad, with ‘It's just hard not to listen to TV: it's spent so much more time raising us than you have.’ Ouch! But how much truth is there in Bart’s claim? Particularly when kids no longer engage with the TV alone, but with a variety of screens and techno-gadgets, as well as celebrities, never mind their peer groups, that are full of images and ideas that together work to influence them and shape who they are and how they perceive themselves and the world. Whether or not these various forms spend more time ‘raising’ our young people is a challenging question, but it’s one we should both be asking and seeking to answer. 

We live in a globalised culture where kids are not only bombarded with over 400,000 images a year, but where they are requesting brands as soon as they can talk. Interacting with televisions, computers, the World Wide Web, games, celebrity gossip and changing fashions, while listening to music on their ipods and communicating with each other and strangers via MSN, there’s no doubt that young people are consuming vast amounts of popular culture. It’s also easy to believe that these entertaining, colourful and dramatic modes, not only have more influence than adults and educators, but together are responsible for the type of people our children grow into. 

Dr Karen Brooks, academic, social commentator and author of Consuming Innocence: Popular Culture and Our Children will discuss the facts and fictions of these claims and in an entertaining and informative way, reveal the real role that popular culture must play, not only in the lives of young people, but that of adults as well. 

So, who is Karen Brooks? 

           For eleven years Karen lectured at the University of the Sunshine Coast in the areas of youth, sexuality and popular culture using a psychoanalytical model. She has established a national and international reputation for her work on popular culture and is constantly called upon to address seminars and conferences and provide in-service training and advice for educators, parents and other professionals within Australia – from Melbourne to Mackay - and prepare papers/book chapters for publication overseas. 

	             She is a columnist for The Courier Mail and is now a resident “expert” on both Channel 7’s Sunrise and Today/Tonight. She also appears on ABC’s The Einstein Factor as part of the “Brains’ Trust”. Karen also writes for Copeland publishing, which produce the “Child” series of magazines offering advice on parenting and education from tots to teens, throughout every capital city in Australia and which attract over one million readers.

             In 2008, Karen was appointed Associate Professor of Media Studies at Southern Cross University. In February, 2008, her first non-fiction book, Consuming Innocence: Popular culture and Our Children was published.

             Listed in Who’s Who of Australian Women and Who’s Who of Queensland, Karen’s contribution to culture and social issues is enormous and growing. A passionate believer in the power of education to enlighten and empower, Karen is an advocate for young people, literacy and the education.

“From Teewnagers to Screenagers:

How Popular Culture influences Young People”
A Lecture
Presented by
Dr Karen Brooks

Associate Professor of Media Studies

Southern Cross University

Thursday 14th August 2008
Two Sessions

4.00-6.00pm (afternoon tea) 7.30-9.00pm ( light refreshments)
Clive Price Suite 1, University of Canberra
University Drive, Bruce
Bookings: ACE members: $30.00, Non Members: $40.00
Student members: $10.00   
**Groups/ Teaching/ Executive Teams of 5 or more receive members’ rates.                                All prices include GST
See booking form in this brochure




	Registration and Payment Form – Tax Invoice ABN: 96 562 879 327
Please fax to 02 6285 1262

Name:

Member ID:
Organisation:

(If applicable)
Address for Correspondence

Phone:

Fax:

Email:

Session Attending:

4.00pm                 (
7.30pm                  (
Payment

Includes light refreshments
Number of individual tickets

(Groups or Teams of 5 or more receive members rates)

Members:

 $30.00               (includes GST)

Non-Members:

 $40.00                          (includes GST)
Student Members:

$10.00                  (includes GST)
Total Payment:

Names of additional attendees (include membership ID number)

1. _______________________________________
2. _______________________________________
3. _______________________________________
4 _______________________________________
5 _______________________________________
6. _______________________________________
Payment details

VISA  (     MasterCard   (   AMEX        (      Cheque  (  (Payable to ACE)

Credit Card details

Exp Date: _________/_________

Name on Card: ____________________________
Signature:_________________________________
OFFICE ONLY
Process date______________________________
Receipt sent (
Contact person: Geraldine McNulty
Phone: 1800 208 586
Fax: 02 6285 1262

Email: geraldinem@austcolled.com.au

Further Information: www.austcolled.com.au
Send payment to:
ACE

PO BOX 323

Deakin West

ACT 2600
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    “From Tweenagers to Screenagers: 
    How Popular Culture Influences Young People”

    Dr Karen Brooks

    A 2007 Carrick Institute national award 
   winner for Outstanding Teaching
   Listed in the 2008 Who's Who of Australian        Women: Leadership and Beyond
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