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This Unit Outline must be read in conjunction with: 
 
a) Studying at the University of Canberra: A Guide to Policies and Procedures, which sets out 

University-wide policies and procedures, including information on matters such as plagiarism, 
grade descriptors, moderation, feedback and deferred exams, and is available at 
http://www.canberra.edu.au/student-services 

 
b) Guide to Student Services at the University of Canberra, and is available at 

http://www.canberra.edu.au/student-services 
         
c) Any additional information specified in section 6f. 
 
   
 
1: General Information 
 
1a Information Sciences Extension Studies 1 PG (6978), 
 Information Sciences Extension Studies 2 PG (6979), 
 Information Sciences Extension Studies 3 PG (7866) and 
 Information Sciences Extension Studies 4 PG (7867). 
 
 
1b Unit number : 6978, 6979, 7866 and 7867 
 
 
1c Semester and year offered: Semester 2 2009 
 
 
1d Credit point value 3 
 
 
1e Unit level: PG 
 
 
1f Name of Unit Convener and contact details  
  

Mr Robert Cox 
Email Robert.Cox@canberra.edu.au  
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Location: Building 11, Room B19  
Work Phone: (02) 6201 5230    

 
 
 
 
1g Administrative contact details  

Faculty of  Information Sciences and Engineering 
Faculty Office: 11B14 Phone 6201 2417, Fax 6201 5231 
Email: ise@canberra.edu.au 

 
 
2: Academic Content 
 
2a Unit description and learning outcomes 

An Extension Studies unit provides a postgraduate extension to topics previously 
studied in an undergraduate unit. The unit provides an opportunity to broaden and 
deepen knowledge in preparation for further advanced work in "Studies in" or 
"Research Studies in" project units or a Masters level thesis. Topics covered are 
determined in consultation with an academic supervisor from the School of 
Information Sciences and Engineering, in areas relevant to the student's postgraduate 
or Masters course. Outcomes from this unit include an enhanced capability for 
independent work, advanced knowledge in a specialised area and the ability to 
synthesise knowledge across different fields. 
Before enrolling students are required to consult their course adviser. 

 
 
2b Prerequisites and/or co-requisites 

A minimum average performance level of CR or better and the permission of the Head 
of School. Students studying for masters will be able to do this unit after spending at 
least one semester in the course. 
 
NOTE: Ultimately its up to your supervisor to ‘accept’ you into this subject, if in 
doubt discuss it with them, the unit convenor will usually accept their 
recommendation/advice. 
 

 
3: Delivery of Unit and Timetable 
 
3a Delivery mode 

The mode of delivery of this unit varies depending on the nature of the project and the 
proportion of prescribed coursework. It generally varies from as little as a fortnightly 
meeting with your supervisor to as much as a formal timetable of up to 6 hours lecture 
and/or tutorial contact per week.    

 
 
3b Schedule of topics/lectures/tutorials/practicals/field classes by week 
 
Students must consult their Supervisor for details of how progress is to be assessed, At a 
minimum students must spend 30 minutes with the unit convenor in week 1 or their first week 
of enrolment and will usually need to do some kind of formal report, presentation, test or 
exam at the end of the semester. In most cases regular progress meetings will be required.  
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Week Activity 

1 Meet with supervisor and unit convenor 

2 - 14 Project work as agreed with supervisor. 

15 Submit all final assessment items (note you will almost certainly need to make progressive 
submissions of assessment items as the semester progresses depending on your supervisor).  

 
 
4: Unit Resources 
 
4a Lists of required texts/readings 
 Students must consult their supervisor for details of required readings. 
 
4b Materials and equipment 
 This will vary from project to project. 
 
4c Unit website 
 The unit web site is maintained in the University’s teaching area using Moodle. 

http://learnonline.canberra.edu.au/ 
  
 
 
5: Assessment 
 
5a Assessment overview 
 

Each supervisor will have assessment criteria which will have been agreed by the 
student. These will vary from project to project.  
 
Students must consult their supervisor for details of how they will be assessed. 

 
Assessment Item (including exams held in the 

exam period) 
Due Date of 
Assignments 

Weighting 
(total to equal 

100%) 
Supervisors assessment (after moderation)  100% 
 
5b Details of each assessment item 

Students must consult their supervisor for details of how they will be assessed. 
 
5c Special assessment requirements 

Students must consult their supervisor for details of how they will be assessed. 
 
5d Supplementary assessment 

Except as required by university rules there is no supplementary assessment in this 
subject. 

 
5e Text-matching software 

Text matching software may be used by your supervisor on submitted items. Students 
must consult their supervisor for whether this will be used. 

 
6: Student Responsibility 
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6a Workload 

The amount of time you will need to spend on study in this Unit will depend on a 
number of factors including your prior knowledge, learning skill level and learning 
style. Nevertheless, in planning your time commitments you should note that for a 3cp 
Unit the total notional workload over the fifteen week semester is assumed to be 150 
hours or an average of 10 hours per week. These hours include time spent in classes. 
The total workload for Units of different credit point value should vary proportionally. 
For example, for a 6cp Unit the total notional workload over a fifteen week semester is 
assumed to be 300 hours or an average of 20 hours per week.  

 
 
6b Special needs 

Students who need assistance in undertaking the unit because of disability or other 
circumstances should inform their Unit Convener or the Disabilities Office as soon as 
possible so the necessary arrangements can be made. 

 
 
6c Attendance requirements 

Students must consult their supervisor for details of what attendance is required. 
 
6d Required IT skills 

Students must consult their supervisor for details of what skills are needed; it’s the 
student’s responsibility to make good any skill shortfall by learning new skills if 
necessary without specific instructions from the supervisor. 

 
6e Costs 
 For most projects there are no additional costs. If in doubt consult your supervisor.  
 
6f Additional information 

None. 
 

 
7: Student Feedback 
 

All students enrolled in this Unit will have an opportunity to provide anonymous 
feedback on the Unit at the end of the Semester via the Unit Satisfaction Survey which 
will be presented to you on OSIS. Your lecturer or tutor may also invite you to 
provide more detailed feedback on their teaching through an anonymous in-class 
questionnaire administered through the University’s Teaching and Learning Centre 
(TLC).  

 
 

8: Authority of this Unit Outline 
 

Any change to the information contained in Section 2 (Academic content), Section 3 
(Delivery of Unit and timetable) and Section 5 (Assessment) of this document, will 
only be made by the Unit Convener if the written agreement of staff and a majority of 
students has been obtained; and if written advice of the change is then forwarded to 
each student enrolled in the Unit at their registered term address.  Any individual 
student who believes him/herself to be disadvantaged by a change is encouraged to 
discuss the matter with the Unit Convener. 
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