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Corporate Governance in the Public Sector—

from Theory to Practice—Comparative Perspectives

Old Parliament House – 8 – 10 March 2006

OVERVIEW OF PROCEEDINGS
On 8-10 March, 2006 the Members’ Dining Room at Old Parliament House was filled almost to capacity as nearly 300 people from all over Australia and as far afield as China, The Netherlands, South Africa, Fiji and New Zealand turned up to listen to the diverse range of speakers especially assembled for the Corporate Governance ARC Project team’s conference “Corporate Governance in the Public Sector – From Theory to Practice: Comparative Perspectives”.  The Project team is delighted their choice of topics and speakers (who provided comparative views on corporate governance from varied perspectives) piqued the interest of such a large and diverse group of delegates from wide-ranging industry sector entities.  

Conference registrants ranged across numerous disciplines including: law, accounting, public administration, public policy, corporate governance, political science and business and government. Federal, state and local government departments and their agencies, universities as well as private sector bodies were represented.

The conference focused on the issues, challenges and strengths of corporate governance in the public sector.  Its principal aim was to enrich corporate governance knowledge and practice.  A comparative theme was also adopted in order to maximise the exchange of corporate governance expertise across the public and private sectors, different levels of government and different international models.  To this end, Professor Peter Aucoin from Canada, Professor Stephen Wilks from the UK and Mr Lars Johan Cederlund from Sweden discussed a variety of corporate governance issues from their respective countries’ viewpoints.  Professor Geoff Kiel from the University of Queensland delivered a very well received keynote address on the main challenges for corporate governance in the public sector, using private sector lessons and models.

Professor Allan Hawke, the new Chancellor of the Australian National University delivered a provocative Opening Address, which caught the media’s attention. During his address, Dr Hawke criticised the practices of the Australian Wheat Board (AWB).  Describing the affair as a "debacle", he said the failure by the AWB's chief executive officer was actually a "failure of the board".  He posed the questions “Who was the cabal that orchestrated the scam and, “Why didn’t anyone blow the whistle?”

[image: image2.png]UNIVERSITY OF CANBERRA
NEW INTELLIGENCE





Corporate Governance in the Public Sector—

from Theory to Practice—Comparative Perspectives

Old Parliament House – 8 – 10 March 2006

OVERVIEW OF PROCEEDINGS (Con’t)
The conference also reported on the initial findings of the Project’s significant research into corporate governance in the public sector.  This project entitled “Corporate Governance in the Public Sector:  An Evaluation of its Tensions, Gaps and Potential” commenced in 2003 and is due to be completed this year.  Two consistent messages emerging from the interviews so far undertaken by the team, include the fact that there are disparate views on the meaning of corporate governance and, more consideration needs to be given to balancing skills within boards.  The team also found there is a lack of clarity about the roles and responsibilities of chief executive officers, boards and ministers. 

Professor Ingrid Moses, Chancellor of the University of Canberra, hosted the Conference Welcome Reception and our invited speaker, The Hon. Justice Michael Kirby AC CMG, spoke on the topic “Public Funds and Public Power Beget Public Accountability” at the conference dinner, which was hosted at the High Court of Australia.

Conference proceedings will be published in due course.  Speaker biographies and abstracts of presentations given can be found in the Conference Handbook.  If you have any enquiries regarding the Project or our conference, please contact the Project’s Administrator, Ms Roberta Dowd (‘phone 6201-5960 or email:  Roberta.Dowd@canberra.edu.au.)

Throughout the coming year the Project also intends to produce a number of academic books in addition to strengthening communication and participation in governance across government, industry, and the community by improving corporate governance literacy and making information publicly available. 
Further details on the research project can be found at the Project’s Web site http:\\www.canberra.edu.au/corpgov-aps.
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