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University of Canberra 

COUNCIL MEETING No. 143 
held on Friday 17 June 2011 at 9.00 am 
 
PRESENT:  Mr J Mackay AM (Chancellor) 
 Mr G Barrett  
 Professor G Cho AM 
 Ms A Ellis 
 Ms M Eversons  
 Ms R Follett AO 
 Mr R McMahon-Hogan 
 Mr J Murphy 
 Professor S Parker (Vice-Chancellor) 
 Ms P Power 
 Dr S Ryan 
 Mr D Trewin 
 Mr Greg Jones (Secretary) 
  
APOLOGIES:  Dr T Calma 
  
IN ATTENDANCE: Ms I Davis Professor G Riordan 
 Dr D Hamilton Professor F Shannon 
 Professor C Kayrooz Professor M Skidmore 
 Mr B Lines Mr P Hill (A&G Unit) 
 Professor L Pratchett  
 
 
Council met in closed session from 9.00 – 10.00 am for the discussion of confidential items.   
 
Opening and Apologies 

The apology listed above was received.   
 
Confirmation of the Agenda 

The agenda was confirmed as presented.   
 
Resolution C143/1 

Council agreed to the recommendation contained in Agenda Items 20 and 21.   
 
Declaration of Interests 

Mr Trewin informed Council that he conducted work for several other Australian universities 
and was on an advisory board for Swinburne University of Technology. 
 
Item 1:  Confirmation of Confidential Minutes of Meeting No. 142 

Resolution C143/2 

Council approved the confidential minutes of Meeting No. 142 (15 April 2011) as an 
accurate record of proceedings.   
 
Item 2:  Matters arising from the Minutes 
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2.1  Report from Vice-Chancellor on matter raised by Mr Barrett 

The minute for this item is recorded in the confidential minutes.   
 
2.3  Amalgamation with the Canberra Institute of Technology - Principles 

The minute for this item is recorded in the confidential minutes.   
 
Item 3:  Reports, Minutes and Recommendations from Council Committees 

The minute for this item is recorded in the confidential minutes.   
 
Resolution C143/3 

Council received and noted the minutes of the meeting of the Nominations and Senior 
Appointments Committee/Honorary Degree Committee held on 30 May 2011.   
 
Item 4:  Membership of Council 

Resolution C143/4 

Council confidential. 
 
Item 5:  Membership of Council Committees 

5.1  Chair, Finance Committee 

The minute for this item is recorded in the confidential minutes.   
 
Resolution C143/5 

Council: 
1. agreed to revise the membership of the Finance Committee to include the option of 

appointing a chair external to the membership of Council;  
2. appointed Mr Brian Acworth as Chair of the Finance Committee of Council for a three 

year term; and 
3. authorised the payment of Mr Acworth as if he is a member of Council appointed by the 

Chief Minister or as otherwise negotiated by the Chancellor and the Vice-Chancellor.   
 
5.2  Committee Vacancies 

Resolution C143/6 

Council 
1. appointed Mr Dennis Trewin as Chair of the Audit and Risk Management Committee for 

the period 17 June 2011 to 16 June 2013; and 
2. appointed Ms Prue Power as a member of the Nominations and Senior Appointments 

Committee for the period 17 June 2011 to 31 December 2012.    
 
Item 6:  Honorary Doctorates 

Resolution C143/7 

Council confidential. 
 
Item 7:  Appeals Board - Appointment 

Resolution C143/8 
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Council appointed Ms Prue Power as Chair of the Appeals Board under section 20(1)(a) of 
the Student Conduct Rules 2009 for the term 17 June 2011 to 31 December 2012.   
 
Item 8:  Australian Mathematics Trust - Appointments 

Resolution C143/9 

1. appointed Mr Dennis Trewin to the Board of the Australian Mathematics Trust for a 
period of three years;  

2. noted Professor Hall’s wish to resign from the Board as a substantive member; and 
3. appointed Professor J. Hyam Rubinstein to the Board of the Australian Mathematics 

Trust for a period of three years, being the member of the Board appointed from the 
Fellows of the Australian Academy of Science with immediate effect.  

 
Item 9:  Chancellor’s Opening Comments 

No matters reported.   
 
Item 10:  Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting No. 142 

Resolution C143/10 

Council approved the minutes of Meeting No. 142 held on 15 April 2011 as an accurate 
record of proceedings with the inclusion of the following statement in the discussion dot 
points for Agenda Item 2 – Key Performance Indicators (Part Two Minutes):  

• ‘The Senior Executive Team would investigate the mix of universities used for 
benchmarking with the aim of providing a new set of benchmarks for the 2012 
Strategic Planning exercise’.   

 
Item 11:  Matters arising from the Minutes 

There were no matters arising.   
 
Item 12:  Vice-Chancellor's Report 

Professor Parker reported on the following matters. 
 
Additional Grants Successes  

In addition to the grants mentioned in the agenda paper, the University had received two 
further grants totalling close to $5m in the areas of health and education.   
 
School of Adjuncts 

A successful event for the School of Adjuncts was held on 14 June 2011.  The level of 
turnout for the event demonstrated that the School was becoming a significant community 
within the University. 
 
Emeritus Professor Richard Norris 

A farewell dinner for Emeritus Professor Norris was held to mark his departure from the 
University.   
 
University of Canberra Polytechnic 

A funding bid made under the Structural Adjustment Fund included only the proposal to 
establish the University of Canberra Polytechnic as the Department of Education, 
Employment and Workplace Relations had advised that the application could not also include 
the possible amalgamation with CIT.   
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Cameron Offices Student Accommodation Facility 

In response to a question concerning the conversion of the Cameron Offices into student 
accommodation, Council noted that work on the project had commenced and that it was 
expected that a single apartment would be available for viewing in approximately four weeks 
time, with a complete floor available for inspection in August 2011.  At this stage, it was 
expected that the facility would be completed in time for occupation from Semester 1 2012.   
 
Resolution C143/11 

Council received and noted the report from the Vice-Chancellor.   
 
Item 13:  Report of Academic Board 

Meeting No. 11/3 (23 May 2011) 

13.1  Course Closure and Accreditation of Course without New Award Title 

Resolution C143/12 

1. Council agreed to exercise its authority, under Rule 5(1) of the University of Canberra 
Courses & Awards (Courses of Study) Rules 2010, and determined that the following 
course should cease following an appropriate ‘teach-out’ period and to note that 
Academic Board exercised its authority, under Rule 5(2) of the University of Canberra 
Courses & Awards (Courses of Study) Rules 2010, and closed the course to new 
admissions and removed it from the Academic Program with effect from the end of 
Semester 2, 2011: 

 Faculty of Arts & Design 

• masters degree course in Creative Writing (online) (leading to the award of Master 
of Creative Writing)  

 
2. Council noted that Academic Board (under Resolution AB 10/3/6), had resolved to 

accredit, on behalf of Council (under Resolution C32/3(d)), the following new course (to 
be implemented for Semester 1, 2012):  

• masters degree course in Creative Writing (leading to the existing award of Master of 
Creative Writing) 

 
13.2 Capability Plans 2011-2013 and Progress Report on 2009 and 2010 Initiatives   

Resolution C143/13 

Council noted that Academic Board had resolved to endorse the University’s ‘Capability 
Plans for 2011-2013’ and to note the progress report on the Capability Plans for 2009 and 
2010 (as at January 2011). 
 
13.3 Report of the Review of the Processes and Procedures of PDR of Academic Staff 

2011 

Resolution C143/14 

Council noted that Academic Board had resolved to note the report on the ‘Review of the 
Processes and Procedures of the Performance & Development Review of Academic Staff at 
the University 2011’ and asked that the issues raised in discussion be taken into account 
when the report is considered by the Vice-Chancellor. 

 
13.4  University of Canberra College Academic Committee 
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Resolution C143/15 

Council noted that Academic Board had resolved to exercise its authority under section 
8(1)(e) of the University of Canberra Academic Board Rules 2011 and approve the 
establishment of the University of Canberra College Academic Committee as a sub-
committee of Academic Board. 

 
13.5  Academic Program for 2012 - Postgraduate Program  

Resolution C143/16 

Council noted that Academic Board had resolved to exercise its authority, under Rule 5(2) of 
the University of Canberra Courses & Awards (Courses of Study) Rules 2010, and determine 
which courses among those provided by the University are to be open to new admissions and 
therefore constitute the ‘Postgraduate Academic Program for 2012’. 

 
13.6  Change to the Reporting Relationship of the Ngunnawal Centre 

Resolution C143/17 

Council noted that Academic Board had endorsed the proposal that the Ngunnawal 
Indigenous Higher Education Centre be repositioned under the Faculty of Arts & Design for 
all matters pertaining to the Centre including administrative, operational and academic 
leadership issues. 
 
Item 14:  Strategic Review – Research 

Council received a presentation from Professor Frances Shannon, Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
(Research) providing an update on activities in the key responsibility areas of the portfolio 
and of their performance.   
 
The following points were noted in discussion.   

• The key performance indicator for research was a stretch target designed to lift the 
performance of the University.  The target should be retained as an ambition for the 
University. 

• The University recognised that the intellectual climate and supervisory capacity of 
faculties was crucial to the recruitment and retention of higher degree students.  
Research Flagship Themes were being instituted as a method of recruiting cohorts of 
research students around major research projects.   

 
Resolution C143/18 

Council received and noted the presentation from Professor Shannon.   
 
Item 15: Strategic Review – Faculty of Business and Government 

Council received a presentation from Professor Lawrence Pratchett, Dean, Faculty of 
Business and Government.  Council noted that Professor Pratchett was developing a vision 
for the Faculty around a number of core themes based in the synergy between Business and 
Government and the principles of prosperity and equity.   
 
The following points were noted in discussion.   

• The faculty was seeking to expand its presence in offshore markets and to increase the 
number of international students studying in Australia.   
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• The degree in Urban and Regional Planning was still being developed and had the 
potential to expand, for example, through internships where people could work and 
study at the same time.    

 
Resolution C143/19 

Council received and noted the presentation from Professor Pratchett.   
 
Item 16:  Strategic Review – Faculty of Education 

Council received a presentation from Professor Geoffrey Riordan, Dean, Faculty of 
Education.  Council noted that the two major challenges faced by the Faculty were to 
improve the quality and impact of research through the development of research themes that 
enabled staff to work collaboratively and to focus course offerings in areas where there was 
significant and sustainable demand coupled with research.   
 
Council noted that the staff of the Faculty of Education had a strong commitment to equity, 
particularly the role education played in reducing social disadvantage, and innovation and 
pedagogy as means to improve educational outcomes.   
 
Resolution C143/20 

Council received and noted the presentation from Professor Riordan.   
 
Item 17:  Financial and Budget Matters 

Mr Lines reported that the University was currently ahead of budget but was expected to 
meet budget at the end of the year.  Some of the factors influencing the forecast result were 
the additional two per cent salary rise to be paid this year, a downturn in enrolments in 
UCELI courses and the possibility that anticipated capital receipts would not be achieved.   
 
Resolution C143/21 

Council received and noted the report from the Registrar on budget and financial matters.   
 
Item 18:  Liquor (UCU) Rules 2011 – Designation of Union Premises 

Resolution C143/22 

Council designated the area indicated in the agenda papers, as the Union Premises for the 
purposes of section 4(1) of the University of Canberra Liquor (UCU) Rules 2011. 
 
Item 19:  Reports, Minutes and Recommendations from Council Committees  

19.1  Environment and Works Committee  

Dr Ryan reported that the Environment and Works Committee had viewed prototype signage 
for installation on campus and that the signage had the potential to lift the look and feel of the 
University.   
 
Resolution C143/23 

Council received and noted the minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Works 
Committee held on 6 May 2011.   
 
19.2  Audit and Risk Management Committee 

Mr Trewin reported that the Audit and Risk Management Committee had agreed to review 
the Strategic Risk Register on an annual basis and to hold its first meeting earlier in the year.   
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Mr Trewin also noted that the Committee had considered a review conducted of the 
outsourcing of student accommodation which had found the arrangement to be beneficial to 
the University but could be better managed and improved in future.   
 
Resolution C143/24 

Council received and noted the minutes of the meeting of the Audit and Risk Management 
Committee held on 27 May 2011.   
 
19.2.1  Annual Report to Council 

Resolution C143/25 

Council received and noted the Annual Report of Audit and Risk Management Committee for 
2010.   
 
19.2.2  Exercise of Financial Delegations 

Resolution C143/26 

Council received and noted the report provided on the exercise of financial delegations. 
 
19.3  Finance Committee 

Resolution C143/27 

Council received and noted the minutes of the meeting of the Finance Committee held on 27 
May 2011.   
 
19.3.1  Controlled Entities – Reporting Requirements 

Resolution C143/28 

Council: 
1. agreed to rescind Resolution C119/22; 
2. agreed that the reporting requirements for the controlled entities (currently UCU, UCC, 

NATSEM) of the University consist of: 
(a) annual presentation to the Finance Committee on the budget of each entity for the 

forthcoming year and a business plan for the forthcoming year; 
(b) scrutiny by the Finance Committee of the Financial Statements of each entity for the 

previous year and any accompanying audit report; 
(c) a mid-year report to the Finance Committee for each entity on performance against 

budget; 
(d) regular and timely reports by the Finance Committee to Council on any of the matters 

specified in the previous three recommendations; and  
(e) obligation on each controlled entity to report any matter to Finance Committee which 

may have a material impact on their financial position and their ability to meet budget 
and business plan objectives and outcomes. 

 
19.4  Campus Development Board 

Professor Parker reported that the Campus Development Board had held its first meeting and 
that it had concentrated on scoping the activities of the Board and its approach to campus 
development.  Future meetings would focus on the agreement to be formed with the ACT 
Government and individual development opportunities.   
 
Council noted that Mr Acworth would attend meetings of the Board as the Chair of the 
Finance Committee (see also Item 5.1, above).   
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Resolution C143/29 

Council received and noted the minutes of the meeting of the Campus Development Board 
held on 3 May 2011.   
 
Item 20:  Use of University Seal 

Resolution C143/30 

Council noted the report on the use of the University Seal 
 
Item 21:  Flying Minutes 

Resolution C143/31 

Council received and noted the resolution passed by flying minute and agreed to record the 
resolution in the minutes of Meeting No. 143 as a record of the resolutions of Council. 

• Flying Minute No 23 – 10 May 2011 
 Recommendation: Council appoint Mr Rogan McMahon-Hogan as a member of the 

Student Conduct Committee with immediate effect. 
 Recommendations passed.  

 
Item 22:  Other Business 

22.1  Departure of Secretary 

Professor Parker informed Council that this would be the last meeting attended by the 
Secretary, Mr Greg Jones, who was retiring after 38 years of service with the University. 
 
Professor Parker noted the achievements and positions held by Mr Jones throughout his 
career and thanked him for the dedication and service he had provided to the University.   
 
Council expressed its appreciation to Mr Jones with acclamation.   
 
Council members were invited to attend a farewell function to be held for Mr Jones on 21 
July 2011. 
 
22.2  Agenda Papers 

Council noted the high volume of paper provided to members for each meeting and the need 
to reduce the length of agenda papers and for consideration to be given to delivering papers 
electronically by way of a device such as a USB stick, or through an online service.   
 
Council noted that some members would like to retain the option of receiving paper copies of 
agenda papers and that the provision of electronic documents might also require members to 
be provided with the means to access and read them.   
 
Council requested that this matter be investigated with a view to proposing a new system of 
delivering agenda papers.   
 
22.3  Facebook Site 

Council noted that the Canberra Times (17 July 2011) had reported that a Facebook site 
called “UC Root Rating” had been set up and that it had used a modified version of the 
University’s insignia.   
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Council noted that the site had the potential to damage the reputation of the University as 
well as any persons who were named on it.  Council noted that the newspaper article had 
reported the University’s strong disapproval of the site and actions to have it taken down and 
that it had provoked disgust among student leaders.   
 
Professor Parker reported that the Dean of Students and the Registrar were investigating the 
matter as a matter of student misconduct if it could be established that the site was set up by a 
student, or students, of the University.  There were, however, limits to the actions that could 
be undertaken by the University in such circumstances.   
 
Council strongly condemned the site and recommended that all action possible be undertaken 
to have the site removed.   
 
Council requested that a follow-up report on this matter be provided to the 12 August 2011 
meeting.   
 
 
 

The meeting was closed at 12.10 pm. 


