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Minutes of Council Meeting No. 88

held at 2.30 pm on Wednesday 28 May 2003 in the Council Room
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Associate Professor F Stravens

Ms A Trimmer 

Dr H Watson

Mr S Wong

Mr P van Reesch

Mr G Dennett (Secretary)

 
APOLOGIES: Ms D Casey

Mr J Clapham

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms M Brooks (Minutes Secretary)

Professor M Carroll

Professor M Khadra

Professor E More

Mr R Poke

Associate Professor J Rayner

Ms Christine Stephens

Mr A Westerman

The Chancellor welcomed Mr Paul van Reesch, newly elected Graduate Member of Council, to his first 
meeting.  (See Item 12.)

Council confirmed the order of the agenda with Items 1 to 6 and Item 8 listed for discussion.

The Chancellor drew to the attention of Council a paper outlining the procedure for disclosure of interests by 
members should they have a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in a matter being considered or about to be 
considered.

Item 1            Minutes of Previous Meeting

Council received the minutes of Council Meeting No. 87 of Wednesday 2 April 2003.

Resolution No. C88/1

Council accepted the minutes of Council Meeting No. 87 of Wednesday 2 April 2003 as a true record of 
proceedings.

Item 2            Matters Arising from the Minutes
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There were no matters arising from the minutes not reported elsewhere.

Item 3            Vice-Chancellor’s Report

The Vice-Chancellor informed Council of the following matters.

3.1            Strategic Plan:  Tactical and Implementation Steps

The Vice-Chancellor advised that —  

a)      he would be establishing some small groups to initiate the implementation of strategies to achieve the 
targets he had announced in his open forum for staff held on 30 April 2003.  Council noted that the targets 
would need to be integrated into the relevant Tactical Plans, and group discussions would be fed back to the 
appropriate University committees for approval;

b)      it was necessary to further reduce the number of subjects offered.  This would be of particular benefit to 
staff, who presently had unnecessarily high teaching and associated administrative workloads;

c)      Ms Powell had agreed to chair a task force to examine issues surrounding the University's stated goal 
of becoming "an employer of choice" in the region;

d)      the University would be increasing its efforts to increase research income, particularly in cross-
disciplinary areas, and would encourage such initiatives through the use of strategic funds;

e)      the University would be examining ways of improving its higher degree completion rates;

f)        a new budget methodology would be devised to improve transparency;

g)      The University would be looking at strategies to expand its relationships with regional communities.  
Council observed that one way of enhancing the University's profile in the region might be to hold a Council 
meeting in a regional town, with the inclusion of an agenda paper addressing higher education issues for 
that region.

3.2       Rotary Scholarship

A question had been raised at the previous meeting regarding the Rotary Scholarship.  Council noted that the 
Rotary Scholarship was awarded in August of each year for the following year.  This timeframe allowed for 
applicants to demonstrate evidence of community involvement, leadership in the community and international 
understanding.  

3.3            Average UAI score for University of Canberra Brisbane Campus (UCBC)

In response to a question asked at the last meeting, Council noted that the average University Admission Index 
(UAI) score or equivalent for students enrolled at UCBC was around 80 compared with 82 at the Bruce campus.

3.4       Items for Noting

Community/University Events

•        As part of this year’s occasional cultural and intellectual event series, the Vice-Chancellor hosted the 
2nd Music event at Bimbimbie on Wednesday 16 April.  The event was a welcome to the new director of the 
Canberra School of Music, Simone de Hann who is recognised as a trombonist, composer-improviser and 
writer/teacher.  Performers included:  Simone de Haan, Greg White, Roger Dean, Alistair Riddell and 
Mitchell Whitelaw (from UC).  Several solo and ensemble formations also performed.

•        The University launched its latest electronic journal infLect: a journal of multimedia writing on Thursday, 
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1 May.  The peer-reviewed journal based at the University of Canberra Centre for Writing showcases 
creative work which brings together text, visual images, sound and writing.  The aim of the journal is to show 
how new technologies are changing the way writers use language.  The journal was launched by Ian 
Templeman, Chair of the ACT Cultural Council. The website is www.ce.canberra.edu.au/inflect

•        The Centre for Applied Psychology is offering a seven week program “Rebuilding Personally” to help 
bushfire survivors understand the effects of their traumatic experiences. 

•        University of Canberra adjunct Mike Braysher has been appointed to the ACT Planning and Land 
Council.  The Council will be an independent body formed to advise the Government and the new ACT 
Planning and Land Authority on significant planning issues.

•        Now UC, a new on-line journalism publication, was launched on Wednesday 14 May.  The publication 
was established by the School of Professional Communication with journalism students running the news-
room and writing the stories.  The fortnightly publication will offer coverage of university, local and national 
news as well as supplements for sport, finance, features, arts and entertainment.  The website is: www.ce.
canberra.edu.au/nowuc/

•        On Friday 16 May the University of Canberra signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Canberra Institute of Technology and the Australian Federal Police to establish a Centre for Excellence in 
Forensic Studies.

•        Council noted a selection of the Vice-Chancellor’s representative activities.

•        Council noted a schedule of seminars which had been hosted by the University since the previous 
meeting.

Item 4            Nelson Report Our Universities, Backing Australia's 
Future

Council received a paper prepared by the Secretary summarising the findings of the Nelson Report, the full text 
of which had been sent to members separately.  Council noted that -

a)      it appeared that overall there might be a modest increase in the education budget;

b)      there would be an increased impost on students;

c)      there was concern regarding the financial implications for students in the international section of the 
report, about which there had been no consultation;

d)      another area of concern was the issue of voluntary membership of student unions;

e)      the University of Canberra was not classified as a regional university in the report;

f)        the Department of Education, Science and Training was attempting to clarify gaps in information, such 
as the precise definition of workplace terms and governance principles;

g)      the Australian Vice-Chancellors' Committee response to the Nelson Report would be released soon.

Council noted that Mr Westerman would undertake modelling of the financial implications of the report for further 
consideration at a later Council meeting.

Item 5            Report of Academic Board
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Council received a report of Academic Board Meeting No. 03/3 of 5 May 2003 and dealt with the following 
matters.

5.1.            Revised Higher degrees by research: policy and procedures (‘the Gold Book’)

Council noted that the revision of the University’s Higher degrees by research: policy and procedures (‘the Gold 
Book’), apart from minor editorial work, had now been completed. 

5.2            Proposal to review professional doctorate by research programs

Council noted that Academic Board endorsed the proposal for a review of professional doctorate by research 
programs at the University and the Board’s earlier decision to review the offering of professional doctorates by 
coursework. 

5.3.            Amendments to Terms of Reference for Academic Board and Divisional Academic 
Committees - Higher Degrees, Research and Divisional Research Institute Executive

Council noted that Academic Board approved:

(a)                revised Terms of Reference documents with effect from 1 July 2003 for the following 
committees (including changes to the names of the committees as indicated):

(i)         the University Research Degrees Committee (formerly the University Higher Degrees 
Committee); 

(ii)        the University Research Committee;

(iii)       the Divisional Research Degrees Committee (formerly the Divisional Higher Degrees 
Committee); and, 

(iv)       the Divisional Research Institute Executive;  and 

(b)        the discontinuation of Divisional Research Committees with effect from 1 July 2003.

13.2          Accreditation of Courses

Resolution No. C88/2

Council agreed to amend the Courses & Awards Statute 1995 to add the following award:

Master of Nurse Practitioner

Resolution No. C88/3

Council agreed, in principle, to: 

(a)                make a new class of award, Degree of Executive Master, and add it to the Courses and 
Awards Statute 1995;  and

(b)               amend the Courses and Awards Statute 1995 to add the following award under the new class 
of award of Degree of Executive Master: 

Executive Master of Public Administration  
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subject to consideration of the new class of award by the Legislation Committee.

5.5              Closure of courses

Resolution No. C88/4

Council approved the discontinuation of the following course from Semester 2, 2003: 

Division of Health, Design & Science

Division of Business, Law & Information Sciences

undergraduate combined degree course in Human Biology and Law [594AA]  
(leading to the awards of Bachelor of Applied Science and Bachelor of Laws)

5.6            Departure of Professor Allan Cripps

Council noted that Academic Board resolved, by acclamation, to acknowledge with thanks the contribution of 
Professor Allan Cripps to the work of the Board and the University, and in particular through his roles as Pro 
Vice-Chancellor (Research), Chair of the University Higher Degrees Committee and Chair of the University 
Research Committee.  Council also acknowledged the substantial contribution of Professor Cripps to the 
intellectual life of the University.

5.7            Appointment of Emeritus Professor

See report at Item 6.

5.8.            Passing of Mr Don Patterson

Council noted that Academic Board had noted with much sadness the recent death of Mr Don Patterson, 
foundation Academic Registrar of the Canberra College of Advanced Education.

Item 6            Appointment of Emeritus Professor

This matter was discussed in camera at the beginning of the meeting.

Council received a paper from the Chancellor inviting members to consider the appointment of a recently retired 
member of the professorial staff as Emeritus Professor of the University. 

Resolution No. C88/5

Council appointed Professor Graham Pollard as Emeritus Professor of the University with immediate effect.

Item 7            Appointment of Professors

Council received and noted the following professorial appointments.

Professor

Family Name

 

Given Name>

 

Professor of

 

Start date
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EDWARDS Meredith Governance August 2002

 

Adjunct Professor

Family name

 

Given name

 

Area of expertise 

 

Term Start date

 

BLUNN Tony Governance 3 years 7 May 2003

CRIPPS Allan Health Sciences 3 years 7 May 2003

FRASER Bernie Economics, Finance & 
Banking

3 years 7 May 2003

MILLER Russell Law 3 years 7 May 2003

MURRAY John Law 3 years 7 May 2003

ROSE Dennis Law 3 years 7 May 2003

SUMMERFIELD Clive Speech Science & 
Technology

3 years 7 May 2003

TAYLOR Peter Mathematics & Education 3 years 7 May 2003

VARDON Suzanne Governance 3 years 7 May 2003

WELCH Denice International Business 3 years 7 May 2003

WELCH Lawrence Business 3 years 7 May 2003

WIDDOWSON David Law 3 years 7 May 2003

Item 8            Report on Harmony Day

Council received and noted a report on Harmony Day 2003 from Mr Wong, Convenor of the Harmony Day 
Steering Committee.  Mr Wong acknowledged the work undertaken by Ms Dianne Coward in connection with the 
event.  Council noted that the Steering Committee had applied for a grant from the Department of Immigration & 
Multicultural & Indigenous Affairs (DIMIA) to support Harmony Day 2005.  Members noted that the DIMIA 
Minister might be invited to address a future Council meeting.  Mr Wong thanked members for their support of 
Harmony Day.

Item 9           Audited Financial Statements - Australian 
Mathematics Trust and Peter Joseph O'Halloran Memorial 
Fund

Council received and noted the audited financial statements of the Australian Mathematics Trust and the Peter 
Joseph O'Halloran Memorial Fund.  Council noted that the assets of the Memorial Fund had been held 
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independently to encourage donations, but the Board had decided it was now time to operate this activity as a 
department within the main Trust, and it was therefore being legally wound up.  Council noted that AMTT Limited 
was the Trustee company, which had no financial transactions.

Item 10            Centenary Medal Recipients

Council received and noted a paper from the Secretary advising that the following list of persons with an 
association with the University had each received a Centenary Medal —  

Judith Dacre Baskin, a graduate and former member of the Convocation Steering Committee;

Anthony Stuart Blunn AO, former Council member, former Foundation Board member, and 
former Honorary Professor ;

Dawn Rosemary Casey, current Council member: for service to Australian society through 
Aboriginal affairs and the National Museum of Australia;

Roger Thornton Dean, current Vice-Chancellor: for service to Australian society through 
science, medical research and improvised music education;

Neville Horner Fletcher AM, former Council member and former Chairman of the Research 
Committee;

Romaldo Giurgola AO, recipient of honorary doctorate;

Michelle Grattan, recipient of honorary doctorate;

Christopher Charles Heyde AM, current member of the Board of the Australian Mathematics 
Trust;

Warren Horton AM, recipient of honorary doctorate;

Anthony Bryan Howkins, former member of staff;

Wendy Elizabeth McCarthy AO, current Chancellor: for service to Australian society in 
business leadership;

Donald Fred McMichael CBE, former chairman of Council;

Colin Pearson AO MBE, Emeritus Professor and former staff member;

Annabelle Pegrum, Adjunct Professor and former staff member;

William David Ride AM, former Council member and former Principal;

Michael Anthony Sargent AM, current Deputy Chancellor: for service to Australian society in 
electrical engineering;

William McGregor Tegart AM, former staff member;

Petria Ann Thomas, former student;

Anne Lorraine Trimmer, current Council member: for service to Australian society and to the 
law;
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Helen Williams AO, former Council member.

Item 11            Information on Federal Budget

Council received and noted information items relating to the recently released Federal Budget.

Item 12            Report of Election of Graduate Member

Council received and noted a memorandum from the Returning Officer advising that Mr Paul van Reesch, the 
sole nominee for the position, had been elected as the Council member elected by the graduates for the period 
21 May 2003 until 26 September 2004.

Item 13            Other Business

13.1          Operations of University of Canberra Union (UCU)

Council received a tabled progress report on the operations of UCU from Dr Sargent, Chair of the UCU Board.  
Council noted that the UCU was now trading well and had received an unqualified independent financial audit.

Council noted that at the recent Annual General Meeting of the UCU it was resolved to dissolve the University of 
Canberra Union and, in accord with its constitution, to transfer the assets of the UCU to the University of 
Canberra Union Inc., an organisation with the same purposes.

Resolution No. C88/6

Council approved the dissolution of the University of Canberra Union and the transfer of its assets to the 
University of Canberra Union Inc, an organisation with the same purposes.

Dr Sargent paid tribute to the staff of the UCU, the student members of the Board, and in particular the new 
General Manager, Mr Tony Loneragan, for their positive contributions during a time of considerable turmoil.

13.2          National Institute for Governance Publication (NIG)

Council received and noted tabled copies of a National Institute for Governance publication, Current Issues in 
Public Sector Governance.  The Secretary advised that the Director of the NIG would provide Council members 
and Australian Vice-Chancellors with a copy of an NIG report on governance in the New Zealand higher 
education sector.

13.3          University Publications

Council noted that the cover of the 2002 Annual Report depicted an apparently homogeneous Anglo-Celtic 
group.  Council asked that, in the future, a more contemporary representation of University diversity be depicted 
in its publications.

13.4          Resignation

Council noted that the Minutes Secretary, Ms Maxine Brooks, had resigned from the University, and 
acknowledged her contribution to Council proceedings by acclamation.

The following matters were discussed in camera at the beginning of the meeting.

13.5            Performance Review of the Vice-Chancellor

Council agreed that the report of the performance review of the Vice-Chancellor distributed separately to 
members was an accurate record of discussion at the April meeting.  The Vice-Chancellor thanked members for 
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their positive and helpful comments.

Council accepted that it was important for the Vice-Chancellor to maintain academic and creative standing, and 
observed that it would be helpful in future reviews to include several questions addressing these matters and 
also the Vice-Chancellor's contribution to the University's international commitments.

13.6            Australian Universities Quality Agency (AUQA) Draft Report

The Vice-Chancellor advised that the AUQA draft report had been received and was very positive, with some 
useful recommendations and commendations.  Council noted that the draft document had been sent to the 
University for it to comment on any errors of fact only and that as such the draft was a confidential document. 
Council noted that members would receive a copy of the report once it had been finalised.

Two further matters considered in camera are recorded in the Confidential Minute Book.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 6.30 pm.
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