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Minutes of Council Meeting No. 75 

held at 4.30 pm on Wednesday 11 April 2001 in the Council Room

Contents | Item 1 Minutes of Previous Meeting | Item 2 Council Membership | Item 3 
Chancellor's Report | Item 4 Vice-Chancellor's Report | Item 5 Draft 2000 Annual Report | 
Item 6 Matters from Academic Board | |Item 7 General Report of The Finance and Audit 
Committees | Item 8 Confidential Matter | Item 9 Adjunct Appointments | Item 10 Form of 
The Testamur | Item 11 Buildings and Site Committee Report Item 12 July Graduation 
Ceremony | Item 13 Obligations Statute | Item 14  Use of The Seal | Item 15 Other Business 

Present: 

Ms W McCarthy (Chancellor) 
Professor D Aitkin 
Professor M Brennan 
Ms J Coggins 
Ms I Fraser 
Ms Y Hanbidge 
Mr B Hayward 
Mr D Kleeman 
Mr D Marsden-Ballard 
Ms F Powell 
Dr M Sargent 
Ms A Shaddock 
Mr G Dennett (Secretary)

Apologies: 
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Ms L Burney 
Mr H Powell

In Attendance 

Professor M Edwards 
Professor M Carroll 
Professor K Kennedy 
Mr I Mackintosh 
Mr J Radik 
Dr S Rickard 
Mr M Rosser 
Ms J Steiner (for Item 3) 
Ms A Trimmer 
Dr H Watson 
Mr A Westerman 
Ms C Wise 
Ms M Brooks (Minutes Secretary)

___________________________________________________________________

Adoption of Agenda

Council confirmed the order of the agenda with Items 3 to 9 inclusive listed for 
discussion, and Items 2, 3 and 8 to be discussed in camera at the beginning of the meeting.

Item 1 Minutes

Council received the minutes of Council Meeting No. 74 of Wednesday 7 February 2001.

Resolution No. C75/1

Council agreed to accept the minutes of Council Meeting No. 74 of 7 February 2001 as a 
true record of proceedings.

Item 2 Council Membership

The meeting was closed for consideration of the following items.

A Chief Minister's Nominees
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Council received a memorandum from the Secretary advising that confirmed membership 
of Council was currently 13 of a possible 22 members, as advice had not yet been received 
from the ACT Chief Minister regarding replacement of those members whose period of 
appointment had expired. Council noted that members whose terms had expired had been 
invited to attend the meeting as observers with speaking rights, pending advice from the 
Chief Minister within the next few weeks as to whether or not they had been re-appointed 
for a further term. The Chancellor advised that she and the Vice-Chancellor had met that 
day with the Chief Minister, who had apologised for the delay in appointments. Council 
noted that the Chief Minister had clear criteria for appointments to Council including 
expertise, gender, and the interests of nominees and the University.

The Chancellor advised that she would contact the NSW Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 
to see if Ms Burney could continue as a member of Council. Members noted that if 
permission were not granted, another vacancy would arise on Council.

B Postgraduate Student

Council received a paper from the Secretary seeking to appoint a postgraduate student to 
replace Mr Patrick O'Flaherty, who had resigned from Council. Council noted that the 
CUPA Council had met following Mr O'Flaherty's resignation and had nominated Mr 
David Marsden-Ballard to be appointed as postgraduate student member of Council for 
the remainder of the term of office, that is, until 26 September 2001.

Resolution No. C75/2

Council accepted the nomination from the CUPA Council and exercised its power under 
Section 7 of the Election of Student Members of Council Statute 1991 to appoint Mr David 
Marsden-Ballard as postgraduate student member of Council for the period to 26 
September 2001.

C Leave of Absence

Ms Fraser left the meeting for discussion of this matter.

Council received a letter from Ms Fraser advising that she had recently been endorsed as a 
Liberal candidate for the forthcoming ACT elections, and was seeking leave of absence 
from Council pending the outcome of the elections. Council was advised that precedents 
existed for leave of absence from Council, albeit for different purposes. Council noted that 
public servants seeking election to a parliament were not required to stand down from 
their position until election writs had been issued. Council observed that citizens of a 
democracy should be encouraged to serve the public by seeking public office. 
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Resolution No. C75/3

Council granted Ms Fraser leave of absence from attendance at Council meetings from 12 
April 2001 until the outcome of the ACT elections was known. Council noted that Ms 
Fraser would have no involvement with University of Canberra issues following the issue 
of election writs and, if elected, would tender her resignation from Council.

D Chancellor's Term

The Chancellor left the meeting for discussion of this matter.

The Deputy Chancellor advised Council that the Chancellor's term of office was due to 
expire on 31 December 2001, and that in his view it would be preferable for the 
Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor not to retire simultaneously. Council noted that a formal 
recommendation would be made to the next Council meeting, and members were invited 
to contact Dr Sargent with their comments on the proposed course of action prior to this.

Item 3 Chancellor's Report

This item was discussed in camera and is recorded separately in the Confidential Minute 
Book.

Item 4 Vice-Chancellor's Report

Council received and noted a tabled information paper, a copy of a letter sent by Professor 
Aitkin to all members of the ACT Legislative Assembly, and several newspaper articles 
regarding the Medical School issue. The Vice-Chancellor provided a progress report on 
recent negotiations, and Council noted his comment that the Canberra Times had 
trivialised the matter in its reporting of Medical School issues. Members noted that it 
might be helpful to issue a press release stating that Council fully supported the Vice-
Chancellor in putting forward a collaborative model for a Medical School in the best 
interests of health practice in the ACT.

The Vice-Chancellor advised that the Australian National University/University of 
Canberra Liaison Committee had recently held its bi-annual meeting. Council noted that 
the Committee had been established in 1989 with the prime goal of coordinating activities 
of the institutions to avoid unnecessary duplication of courses and to encourage 
collaboration between them. Council was advised that there had been a useful exchange of 
information, and that discussions were to continue regarding the possibility of introducing 
double-badged degrees.
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Council also noted the following matters.

The Wider Community

●     A University of Canberra team played a significant role in the political 
transformation of Indonesia in January when more than 300 districts were granted 
autonomy to run many of their own affairs. UC ran the Asian Development Bank 
project in association with SMEC and PT Intersys, having won the contract against 
stiff international competition. 

●     UC had entered into a joint venture with the Australian Education Centre in 
Hyderabad aimed at capitalising on the city’s status as the centre of the software 
development industry in India. Under the agreement the Australian Institute of 
Technology (AIT) would be established as a world-class institute fully conforming 
to the high academic standards maintained by UC. The AIT will begin teaching in 
June. 

●     UC had signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with SERTEC in Bega, a 
not-for-profit community organisation. The MOU aimed to develop business in 
South East NSW by promoting the benefits of intensive delivery of courses. 

The University

Vice-Chancellor’s Boiler House Address.

●     When the Vice-Chancellor addressed staff in his bi-annual 'Boiler House Address' 
on 7 March 2001, he drew attention to the extraordinary work of staff in recent 
years and the fact that he was concerned for the physical and mental well-being of 
staff. To address this, the Employee Assistance Plan had been introduced to the 
University and consideration was being given to a physical fitness plan for UC 
staff with a variety of health options. The University is developing programs to 
allow UC staff the opportunity to improve their qualifications and careers through 
access to relevant UC courses. One of the largest challenges facing staff was 
adjusting to the changed organisation of work and the Vice-Chancellor expected to 
address that issue to allow staff to take more control of the ways in which they 
organised their work.

●     The Cooperative Research Centre for Landscape, Environment and Mineral 
Exploration (CRC LEME) would receive $20.2m over the next seven years to 
solve environmental problems and explore for hidden ore deposits. CRC LEME is 
a partnership between nine organisations including UC, the Australian Geological 
Survey Organisation, CSIRO, the Bureau of Rural Sciences, Primary Industry 
South Australia, Geological Survey of NSW, Curtin University, the University of 
Adelaide and the Australian National University. 

●     Founding Principal of the Canberra College of Advanced Education, Professor 
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Sam Richardson AO, CBE had donated $40,000 to the UC Foundation in memory 
of his wife Sylvia. The Sylvia Richardson Bequest Society had been established in 
honour of the gift to recognise Friends and Patrons who had indicated to the 
Foundation their intention to support the University by will or other forms of 
deferred gifts.

●     Over 50 students graduated from the University of Canberra College (UCC) on 15 
March 2001. The graduation ceremony celebrated the completion of the year-long 
diplomas designed to introduce them to university study. Almost 98% of UCC 
students go on to enrol in the University. 

●     Professor Peter Putnis had been appointed as a member of the Australian Research 
Council’s Expert Advisory Committee in the Humanities and Creative Arts area 
for the period 1 March 2001 to 31 December 2002.

●     Professor Peter Cullen had accepted an invitation to return to his position as the 
President of the Federation of Australian Scientific and Technological Societies 
until November 2001.

●     Deputy Vice-Chancellor Professor Meredith Edwards’ book, Social Policy, Public 
Policy: from Problem to Practice was launched by the Vice-Chancellor at UC’s 
Law School on 14 March 2001. 

●     Sports and the Law lecturer Arthur Hoyle was awarded the Australian Sports 
Medal for his 'outspoken contribution to Australian sport past and present' in the 
recent Australian Honours list. 

●     Professor Tony Shaddock had been appointed to the Commonwealth Department 
of Family & Community Services Steering Committee examining Rehabilitation 
Service Provision.

●     Dr Amar Galla had accepted an invitation to join a UNESCO task force in Brittany 
in June to develop a policy framework for the United Nations on Multiculturalism 
and racial reconciliation. 

●     Associate Professor Linda Reaby was the Science finalist in the Avon Woman’s 
Day Spirit of Achievement Award 2000 in January. 

●     UC student Kristen Benn was awarded the Dr Brian Ward Tourism Award for 
2000. The award is presented to the Tourism student who receives the highest 
marks in the final year. 

●     Community Education student Robyn Davis was a finalist in the CREEDA 
Business of the Year Award and won the Advancement Award 2000 for 
commitment and growth. 

Item 5 Draft 2000 Annual Report

The Committee received a table copy of the draft 2000 Annual Report. Members were 
invited to forward their comments to the Secretary. Council noted that the audited 
financial statements would be incorporated with the text, and that the completed report 
must be presented to the ACT government by the statutory deadline of April 30.
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Item 6 Matters from Academic Board

Council received reports of Academic Board Meetings No. 01/1 of 5 February, 2001 and 
No. 01/2 of 26 March, 2001 and dealt with the following matters.

A Academic Board Meeting No. 01/1

1. Accreditation of Courses

Resolution No. C75/4

Council agreed to amend the Courses and Awards Statute 1995 to add the following 
awards:

Graduate Certificate in Employment Relations

Graduate Certificate in Performance Auditing

2. Granting of Awards - Doctor of Philosophy

Resolution No. C75/5

Council confirmed the exercise of Council's authority by the Chancellor under Rule 7(2) 
of the Conferring of Awards Rules 1995 and admitted the following student to the award 
of Doctor of Philosophy, subject to the student's compliance with the Statutes and Rules of 
the University:

Dat Tat TRAN 

B Academic Board Meeting No. 01/2

1. Teaching at Hangzhou Normal University, Peoples Republic of China

Council noted that Academic Board had resolved to:

a.  waive the normal English language admission requirements for students admitted 
to the masters degree course in Educational Leadership to be offered at Hangzhou 
Normal University, Peoples Republic of China, and

b.  endorse the offering of the course in a mode using both English and Chinese 
(Mandarin).
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2. Report on Meeting of the Committee of Chairs of Academic Boards/
Senates 

Council noted that Academic Board had considered a report on the meeting of the 
Committee of Chairs of Academic Boards/Senates of Universities in NSW and the ACT. 
Council noted that the matter of ‘soft marking’, which covered the issue of different 
standards for HECS liable students and for fee paying students (regardless of whether they 
were international fee paying students or Australian fee paying students) as well as the 
appropriateness of mandated pass rates (set percentages of students per grade rather than 
relying wholly on academic judgement and merit) generated much discussion at the 
meeting. 

3. Change of Name for the School of Environmental Design

Council noted that the School of Environmental Design the School had requested a change 
of name to the School of Design. Council noted the comment that some students in the 
School did not support a name change.

Resolution No. C75/6

Council resolved:

a.  to exercise its power under Section 8 of the University of Canberra Act 1989 and 
change the name of the School of Environmental Design to the School of Design;

b.  to exercise its power under Section 20(d) of the Act and designate the School of 
Design as an 'other body' for the purposes of Academic Board membership;

c.  that this change be effective from 1 January 2002. 

Mr Haywood and Mr Marsden-Ballard asked that their dissent be recorded.

4. Granting of Awards

Resolution No. C75/7

Council confirmed the exercise of Council's authority by the Chancellor under Rule 7(2) 
of the Conferring of Awards Rules 1995 and admitted to awards those student to whom 
the Chair of Academic Board had granted awards, subject to the students' compliance with 
the Statutes and Rules of the University and in particular resolution of any outstanding 
financial matters.

5. Accreditation of Courses
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Resolution No. C75/8

Council agreed to amend the Courses and Awards Statute 1995 to add the following 
award:

Graduate Certificate in Photonic Engineering

Item 7 General Report of The Finance and Audit Committees

Council received and noted the reports of the Finance and Audit Committees, including 
the Financial Statements for the year ending 31 December, 2000 and the Period 2, 2001 
Financial Statements. Council noted that the 2000 Financial Statements had been 
considered by Council at its last meeting, and Mr Mackintosh advised that a positive audit 
report had been received.

Resolution No. C75/9

Council resolved to adopt the 2000 Financial Statements of the University of Canberra.

The Chancellor thanked Mr Mackintosh, who was retiring from Council, for his 
extraordinary contribution as Chair of the Finance Committee over the eleven years of his 
membership of Council. The Chancellor commended Mr Mackintosh's leadership, tenacity 
and generosity of spirit. In response, Mr Mackintosh thanked the Chancellor for her 
comments and observed that his task had been greatly assisted by the high level of 
professionalism of Professor Aitkin and Mr Westerman.

Members marked their appreciation of Mr Mackintosh's long and meritorious service by 
acclamation.

Item 8 Confidential Matter

This item was discussed in camera at the beginning of the meeting and Resolution No. 
C75/10 is recorded separately in the Confidential Minute Book. 

Item 9 Adjunct Appointments

The meeting was closed for consideration of this item.

A Amended Policy

Council received an amended Adjunct and Visiting Appointments Policy following the 
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incorporation of additional information at its request. Council noted that the revised policy 
now specified the inclusion of at least one member of Council as a member of a panel to 
assess the merits of the nominated person.

Resolution No. C75/11

Council endorsed the revised Adjunct and Visiting Appointments Policy subject to 
inclusion of a statement seeking information on the contribution which a nominee for an 
adjunct appointment might be expected to make to the University.

B Appointments and Re-appointment of Adjunct Professors

Council noted that five staff of the University of Sydney's Canberra Clinical School held 
adjunct appointments to the University of Canberra.

Council received proposals, including brief curricula vitae, for the appointment and re-
appointment of adjunct professors as set out below:

(a) Appointments as Adjunct Professor

Air Commodore Peter McDermott, Adjunct Professor of Defence 
Management, Division of Management and Technology;

Dr Andrew Hapel, Adjunct Professor of Experimental Haematology, 
Division of Science and Design;

each for an initial period of three years.

(b) Appointment as Adjunct Professor

Mr Lyndsay Neilson, Adjunct Professor of Urban Planning, Centre for 
Developing Cities, Division of Science and Design;

for a further period of three years.

Council noted that the proposals had been assessed by the appropriate Divisional 
committees, the Vice-Chancellor, and Dr Rickard as an external member of Council. 
Members asked that in the future nominations for adjunct appointments include an outline 
of the contribution the nominee might be expected to make to the University. 

Resolution No. C75/12
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Council agreed to:

a.  appoint Air Commodore Peter McDermott as Adjunct Professor of Defence 
Management, and Dr Andrew Hapel as Adjunct Professor of Experimental 
Haematology, each for an initial period of three years. 

b.  re-appoint Mr Lyndsay Neilson as Adjunct Professor of Urban Planning for a 
further period of three years.

Item 10 Form of The Testamur

Council received a paper from the Vice-Chancellor seeking approval to include some 
additional words on testamurs for awards where the language of instruction was not 
English.

Resolution No. C75/13

Council exercised its powers under sub-rule 10(1) of the Conferring of Awards Rules 1995 
and determined that the form of the testamur for awards conferred on the basis of 
successful completion of courses delivered in languages other than English be varied by 
inserting the words ", taught in <language of instruction>," after the word "course" as 
shown in the example below:

This is to certify that

<full name>

having met the requirements of a course,

taught in Mandarin Chinese, approved by the University

as leading to the degree of Master of Public Administration

was with the authority of the Council etc.

 

Item 11 Buildings And Site Committee Report

Council received and noted a report of the Buildings and Site Committee meeting held on 
30 March, 2001.
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Item 12 July Graduation Ceremony

Council received and noted a memorandum from the Acting Director of Student 
Administration advising that an examination of the figures of likely graduands had 
revealed that only one day of conferring ceremonies would be required for July.

Resolution No. C75/14

Council agreed that all conferring ceremonies for Semester 1 be held on Tuesday, July 31, 
2001.

Item 13 Obligations Statute

Council received a memorandum from the Secretary attaching a list of students to whom 
Obligations Certificates had been issued for substantial and long-standing debts for 
Library fines and charges. 

Item 14 Use of The Seal 

Council received and noted a report from the Vice-Chancellor on the use of the University 
seal.

Item 15 Other Business

A Strategic Planning

Council received and noted a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor regarding Council's 
strategic planning session. Council noted that the Secretary would circulate to members 
suggested dates on which to hold the session.

B Vote of Thanks

The Chancellor warmly thanked those Council members whose terms of office had 
expired for their valuable contribution to the University. Council indicated its appreciation 
by acclamation.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.35 pm.
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