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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING NO. 71

held at 4.30 pm on Wednesday 7 June 2000 in the Council Room

PRESENT:

Ms W McCarthy (Chancellor) 
Professor D Aitkin 
Professor M Brennan 
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Ms J Burke 
Ms L Burney 
Ms J Coggins 
Ms I Fraser 
Mr J R Hanratty 
Ms M Hanson 
Mr P Keneally 
Mr J Radik 
Dr S Rickard 
Mr M Rosser 
Ms A Shaddock 
Ms A Trimmer 
Dr H Watson 
Mr I Mackintosh 
Mr G Dennett (Secretary)

APOLOGIES: 

Mr H Powell 
Mr B Trim

IN ATTENDANCE:

Professor E Clark 
Professor M Edwards 
Mr K Hyde 
Professor K Kennedy 
Ms K Oldfield 
Mr A Westerman 
Ms M Brooks (Minutes Secretary)

Adoption of Agenda 
Council confirmed the order of the agenda with Items 2 to 9 inclusive listed for discussion.

Item 1 Minutes of Previous Meeting

Council received the minutes of Council Meeting No. 70 of Wednesday 12 April 2000.

Resolution No. C71/1

Council agreed to accept the minutes of Council Meeting No. 70 as a true record of proceedings.
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Item 2 Vice-Chancellor's Report

The Wider Context 
Council noted that in the Federal Budget handed down on 9 May, the only new funding in higher 
education was for the SPIRT scheme, which supported university and industry collaboration. While the 
actual cuts to university operating grants have ceased, there was no supplementation for salary increases, 
which was, in effect, a further cut. It seemed unlikely that there would be any new initiatives until the 
2001 budget when the University might expect some funding targeted to ‘marginal’ seats.

The Region 
Council noted that an Australian Capital Region consortium, including UC, ANU, the CSIRO, 
ANUTECH, the ACT Government and the Canberra Business Centre, had been awarded $8 million by 
the Commonwealth Government to develop a specialised high technology small business incubator. The 
incubator would address one of Australia’s major high-technology challenges - turning high-technology 
research and development into successful new small business. The incubator would be known as the 
Capital Region Technology Business Centre (CRTBC), with premises located at UC and the CSIRO’s 
Black Mountain site.

Council noted that the first combined ACT Tertiary Careers Fest was a huge success, with more than 50 
employers attending. The Careers Fest was designed to showcase employment opportunities for tertiary 
students and graduates, with the combined effort of the six tertiary institutions in the ACT. 

The International Arena 
Council noted that the Vice-Chancellor had recently visited a number of universities and teaching 
institutes in Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore with which the University had various types of 
partnership to reinforce the University’s commitment to its relationship with those organisations.

Council noted that the Vice-Chancellor had accepted an invitation to be a member of the Inspiration 
Design School Advisory Committee in Singapore. It was hoped this would provide an opportunity for 
greater interaction between the two institutions.

The University 
The Vice-Chancellor reported that 2001 would be an exciting time for the University as a result of 
measures such as a changed funding formula for Schools, the review of the undergraduate academic 
program, changes to the research management system, and proposed changes to the consultancy rules 
for academic staff.

Council noted the following:

●     a University of Canberra Research Summit was recently held to address the changing 
environment for research in universities with reductions in government funding. The Summit 
brought many useful debates and a second Summit was requested to continue with the alternate 
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solutions.
●     the UC Asia Research and Development Institute (UCARDI) and the National Institute of 

Governance had hosted a two day seminar, Law, Governance and Public Sector Reform: 
Thailand and the ASEAN Region;

●     over 50 people, including staff from UC, ANU, CIT and ADFA, had attended the second CELTS 
Web-based Teaching Forum to learn more about current developments in Web-based teaching at 
UC;

●     the Division of Management and Technology recently welcomed an Indian Delegation from the 
School of Communication and Management Studies, Cochin (now Kochi), India. Emphasis was 
placed on issues surrounding courses leading to the awards of Master of Information Technology, 
Master of Business Administration and Master of International Business, as well as flexible 
delivery, student issues, CUPA, and assistance required by international students;

●     Dr Helen James recently welcomed a Thai delegation from Naresuan University, Phitsanuloke, 
Thailand which discussed detailed arrangements for offshore masters degrees in Nursing, 
Environmental Science, Information Technology and e-Commerce; 

●     Associate Professor Belle Alderman was awarded the Nan Chauncy Award by the Children's 
Book Council of Australia. The Award noted Associate Professor Alderman's "outstanding 
achievements in the field of Australian children's literature" and recognised "her contribution 
over many years in such diverse roles as teacher, author, editor, researcher and critic". In 
particular, the award commended her work in the continuing development of the Lu Rees 
Archives, raising its status and making its resources available internationally. "In promoting the 
intrinsic value of Australian children's books, Belle's unstinting commitment and passionate 
advocacy are an inspiration";

●     Council Member Mr Ian Mackintosh was recently appointed Chair of the International Federation 
of Accountants' Public Sector Committee. He was also a member of the Australian Accounting 
Standards Board;

●     A team of physicists and telecommunications engineers working in UC’s Centre for Advanced 
Telecommunications and Quantum Electronics Research (CATQER) have succeeded for the first 
time in Australia in exchanging a quantum cryptographic key. Quantum keys will be used to 
encrypt top secret messages requiring the very highest security over public communication 
systems such as the Internet. Researchers planned to begin trials soon from the Mt Stromlo 
Satellite Laser Ranging Observatory in collaboration with the Australian Surveying and Land 
Information Group (AUSLIG);

●     Dianne Firth, Head of Landscape Architecture, won the Oceania category of the International 
Quilt Symposium in Strasbourg. Her entry, Shifting Sands, edged out 176 other quilts from 22 
countries to take first place; 

●     UC PhD student, Joy McCann had been awarded a $75 000 research scholarship to investigate 
the impact of government policy on cultural heritage in rural Australia. The scholarship was 
provided under the Strategic Partnerships in Industry Research and Training (SPIRT) program 
and was jointly funded by the Australian Research Council (ARC) and the Australian Heritage 
Commission;

●     UC Graduate Scott Carr had been awarded the Siemens Prize for Innovation. Scott graduated 
with a Bachelor of Engineering in Electronics and Communications Engineering (Honours) last 
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year and was currently working at TransACT. Part of his prize was an airfare to Germany for one 
week’s work experience at the Siemens company headquarters;

●     UC Engineering students had won awards for the last 5 years for "Best Engineering Student" 
from UC/ANU/ADFA;

●     Associate Professor Brian Button, AGRECON, accepted one of three Australian Technology 
Awards; 

●     Professor Peter Cullen from the CRC for Freshwater Ecology accepted the Prime Minister's 
Environment Award;

●     approximately 600 people packed into the Boilerhouse Theatre on May 6 to hear Dr Karl 
Kruszelnicki and Adam Spencer apply science to their everyday lives as part of National Science 
Week. Marking the end of their national tour at UC was a great marketing tool for the University;

●     the Haydon Drive entrance to UC would be available for use soon, with the official opening by 
the ACT Minister for Urban Services to be held later in the year. An arc-shaped granite wall with 
the name of the University inset had been chosen by the design consultant to mark the entrance to 
the campus. This would provide a positive initial impression of UC;

●     the Vice-Chancellor had commissioned a review panel to recommend future directions for the 
School of Environmental Design. The panel had stressed the importance of a quality design 
school located in the national capital. The Vice-Chancellor would report the panel's 
recommendations to the next meeting of Council;

●     Council noted with sadness the recent sudden death from natural causes of an infant at Kirinari 
Creche;

●     Council also noted with sadness the recent death of the daughter of Mr Tony Ayers, immediate 
past Chairman of the Foundation Board. Council asked that the Chancellor send condolences on 
its behalf.

Item 3 Report of Finance Committee

Council received and noted a report from the Finance Committee meeting of 17 May 2000 including 
Period 5, 2000 Financial Statements and the 1999 Management Report by the ACT Auditor-General. 
Council noted that the University was in a stable financial position. Council asked the Vice-Chancellor 
to provide a short paper to the next meeting on the relationship between Council and the governance of 
Cooperative Research Centres.

Item 4 Report of Academic Board

Council received a report of Academic Board Meeting No. 00/3 and dealt with the following matters:

1. Role of Academic Board 
Council noted that Academic Board had resolved to continue to consider its role and ways to encourage 
staff involvement in the debate on issues which were the responsibility of the Board. Council also noted 
that the Board had agreed to add a regular item to its agenda for questions with or without notice to the 
Vice-Chancellor, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, and Chairs of Standing Committees to respond to questions 
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about particular events or activities.

2. Terms of Reference for the Academic Board Executive Committee 
Council noted that the Board had approved the composition and Terms of Reference for the Academic 
Board Executive Committee.

3. Honorary Degree Committee 
Council noted that Academic Board had resolved to exercise its powers under sub-Rule 7(1)(f) of the 
Honorary Degree Rules 1992 and had appointed Mr Ron Miller to be a member of the Honorary Degree 
Committee for a period of three years.

Item 5 Professor of Urban Management

Council noted that Professor Lyndsay Neilson, Adjunct Professor of Urban Management and Head of 
the Centre for Developing Cities, was moving to take up a senior appointment with the Victorian 
government. Council was advised that a Professorial position in Urban Management would be funded by 
the ACT government for a period of 5 years, and a world-wide search would be made to fill the position.

Resolution No. C71/2

Council authorised advertisement of the post of Professor of Urban Management to head the Centre for 
Developing Cities and invited the Vice-Chancellor to establish a selection panel in the ordinary way.

Item 6 Appointment of Adjunct and Honorary Professors

Council was invited to appoint and re-appoint adjunct and honorary professors. Council asked that future 
requests for re-appointment be accompanied by a statement from the Pro Vice-Chancellor of the 
Academic Division stating what benefit the appointee had brought to the University during the term of 
the initial appointment. Council asked that the appropriate documentation for the re-appointment of Dr 
Hambly be tabled at its next meeting.

Resolution No. C71/3

Council appointed as follows:

Mr Michael Colin Woods as Adjunct Professor of Urban Management; 
Dr Lim Boon-Yeow as Adjunct Professor Management; 
Mr Andrew Metcalf as Adjunct Professor of Architecture;

each for an initial period of three years;
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Resolution No. C71/4

Council re-appointed as follows:

Professor Carol E Smith as Adjunct Professor of Nursing for the period from 28.2.99 to 
27.2.2002; 
Dr Frank Hambly as Honorary Professor of Education for the period from 1.1.2000 to 
31.12.2002.

Item 7 Membership of Honorary Degree Committee

Council received a paper from the Secretary, Honorary Degree Committee, asking that Council appoint 
one of its number to be a member of the Honorary Degree Committee.

Resolution No. C71/5

Council exercised its powers under sub-Rule 7 (1) (e) of the Honorary Degree Rules 1992

and appointed the Deputy Chancellor, Dr Michael Sargent, to be a member of the Honorary Degree 
Committee for a period of three years.

Item 8 Conferring of an Award and Conferring of Awards for July

Council noted that, through an administrative error, a student was not course completed at the end of 
Semester 2.

Resolution No. C71/6

Council exercised its authority under Rule 7 of the Conferring of Awards Rules 1995 and authorised the 
Chancellor to confer the degree of Bachelor of Commerce in Accounting on Ms Victoria Serrano at the 
meeting, subject to the student's compliance with the statutes and rules of the University.

Resolution No. C71/7

Council noted that the Chancellor would exercise the delegation given by Council at its Meeting No. 63 
under the Conferring of Awards Rules 1995 and would accept the lists of students granted their awards 
by the Chair of Academic Board, acting on behalf of Academic Board, and admit those candidates to 
their awards at the conferring ceremonies to be held on 28 July 2000, subject to the students' compliance 
with the Statutes and Rules of the University.

Item 9 University of Canberra 30 Years Celebrations
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Ms Karin Oldfield made a presentation to Council on activities planned to mark the 30 Year 
Celebrations. Members observed that the poster designed to advertise the event did not reflect the multi-
cultural composition of the University, and asked that an inclusive poster also be considered.

Council acknowledged the work carried out by Ms Oldfield and others in drawing up an exciting 
program of events for the 30 Years Celebrations. 

Council received a tabled paper from the Secretary inviting members to host a dinner at the Vice-
Chancellor's residence for ACT and regional business leaders as part of the 30 Years Celebrations.

Resolution No. C71/8

Council agreed to host a business dinner for ACT and regional business leaders to be held as part of the 
30 Years Celebrations. The dinner would be held on 10 August 2000.

Item 10 Australian Mathematics Trust - 1999 Financial Statements

Council received and noted the Australian Mathematics Trust 1999 Financial Statements and the 
Financial Statements for 1999 for the Peter Joseph O'Halloran Memorial Fund.

Item 11 Report of GST Committee

Council received and noted the report of the GST Committee setting out the University's current state of 
readiness for the introduction of the Goods and Services Tax.

Item 12 Report of Buildings and Site Committee

Council received and noted the report of the Buildings and Site Committee meeting held on 17 May 
2000.

Item 13 'Walking the Talk - Commitments to Reconciliation'

Council received and noted a copy of 'Walking the Talk - Commitments to Reconciliation' and a copy of 
the two documents of reconciliation which the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation formally launched 
at Corroboree 2000 in Sydney.

Item 14 Committee Information Site

Council received and noted a paper from the Secretary regarding a University Web-based resource 
which had been developed to provide the University community with a single place to view information 
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about University committees and their proceedings.

Item 15 Use of University Seal

Council received and noted a report from the Vice-Chancellor on the use of the University seal.

Item 16 Other Business

Tour of Building 20 
During the course of the meeting members undertook a tour of Building 20, the newest building on 
campus. Members noted that the building housed all staff from the School of Languages and 
International Education, UC College and the Flexible Delivery Project Team.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.15 pm.

© University of Canberra.

Content Custodian:Graeme Dennett  
Last updated: 04/08/00 11:06
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