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UC Council Meeting No. 69 - Minutes

PRESENT: Ms W McCarthy (Chancellor) 
Professor D Aitkin 
Professor M Brennan 
Ms J Coggins 
Mr J R Hanratty 
Ms M Hanson 
Mr P Keneally 
Mr I Mackintosh 
Mr H Powell 
Dr S Rickard 
Mr M Rosser 
Ms A Shaddock 
Mr B Trim 
Dr H Watson 
Mr G Dennett (Secretary

APOLOGIES: Ms J Burke 
Ms L Burney 
Ms I Fraser 
Mr J Radik 
Dr M Sargent 
Ms A Trimmer

IN ATTENDANCE: Professor E Clark 
Professor M Edwards 
Professor K Kennedy 
Ms M Stanford 
Mr A Westerman 
Ms C Wise

Adoption of Agenda

Council confirmed the order of the agenda with Items 3 to 7 inclusive listed for discussion.

ITEM 1: MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Council received the minutes of Council Meeting No. 68 of Wednesday 1 December 1999.

Resolution No C69/1

Council agreed to accept the minutes of Council Meeting No. 68 as a true 
record of proceedings with the amendment shown below:
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Add a paragraph immediately following resolution No C68/2 to read-

"Mr Keneally, the undergraduate student member, asked for his dissent to 
be recorded".

ITEM 2: CONFIRMATION OF FLYING MINUTE

Council noted decisions taken by flying minute of 24 December 1999.

Resolution No C69/2

Council confirmed the decisions taken as amended in the papers to: 

●     offer appointment of the continuing position of Professor of Law to 
Bryan Terence Horrigan.

●     offer appointment of the position of Professor of Law to Glenton 
Barton for the period remaining until Professor Eugene Clark's term 
as Pro Vice-Chancellor expires.

ITEM 3: MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

The Vice-Chancellor reported on the current state of negotiations with Williams Business 
College in Sydney. 

Council noted advice that the University was negotiating franchise arrangements with 
Williams for them to teach the final year of the course leading to the degree of Bachelor of 
Business Administration. Council also noted that under the franchising arrangements 
tuition fees would be paid directly to Williams Business College and not to University of 
Canberra, and that the University would receive a licence fee from Williams. Council 
further noted that franchising arrangements would include quality assurance mechanisms 
to cover facilities, staff, course admission, delivery and assessment. Council was also 
advised that the Vice-Chancellor's Advisory Committee had established a working party 
to oversee and develop the relationship with Williams. 

ITEM 4: VICE-CHANCELLOR'S REPORT

THE WIDER CONTEXT 
Council noted that the government's White Paper on research and research training, 
entitled Knowledge and Innovation: a policy statement on research and research training, 
had been released in December. Council was advised that the paper's message was 
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directed toward innovation, diversity, the expansion of national investment in research and 
enhanced collaboration of universities with industry participants but that the rhetoric was 
not matched by increased funding or other incentives. Council noted the view that the 
goals of industry linkage can be met only by the Australian Research Council ensuring 
that it can identify and direct resources to national priorities, thus keeping the balance of 
basic and applied research and monitoring the balance of science and humanities research.

The Vice-Chancellor indicated that the University would probably fare worse under the 
White Paper than under the Green Paper proposals. Council noted with concern the 
paper's failure to provide extra funding and the shift in university research focus to the 
National Competitive Grants Program leading to the probable outcome that there will be 
little funding for research outside the currently well-funded, research intensive 
universities. This would have direct implications for the direction and focus of UC 
research activity.

Australian University Quality Agency 
Council noted that the Minister for Education, Training and Youth Affairs, the 
Honourable D A Kemp, MP outlined the proposed Australian quality assurance 
framework for universities, in a paper titled Quality Assured, released on 10 December 
1999. The paper proposed a system which would involve a whole-of-institution approach 
incorporating teaching, learning, research and management both onshore and offshore. 
The core would be an external audit based on a detailed self-assessment, including 
comparisons of standards. A proposed Australian University Quality Agency would be 
critical to the new framework and would act to verify the claims made by institutions. Its 
audit reports would be the evidence used to assure students, the community and the 
outside world of the standards of Australian universities.

Garma Ceremony 
Council noted that Professor Livio Bonollo represented UC at a meeting in Gove hosted 
by the Yothu Yindi Foundation. The meeting was held to register sector-wide support 
from Australian universities for the establishment of a Garma Cultural Studies Institute in 
North East Arnhem Land.

THE UNIVERSITY 
Conferring Ceremonies 
Council noted that on 2 December 1999 the University conferred 142 Master of Defence 
degrees in two separate ceremonies at Queenscliff in Victoria where 93 Army graduands 
received their awards, and at Fairbairn in Canberra where 49 Airforce graduands received 
their awards. The Chancellor conferred awards at Fairbairn and signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Commander of RAAF Training prior to the ceremony.

Council further noted that the University conferred a record 1630 awards at the 15/16 
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December Conferring Ceremonies. Despite having only three weeks from the date of 
Examiners' Board meetings, the University's conferring team had managed to confirm the 
completion of the academic requirements for all of the graduands in the course or courses 
in which they were enrolled, finalise transcripts of academic record, print and execute the 
testamur, print the programs, and make all the arrangements necessary at Parliament 
House to allow the ceremonies to run successfully. In excess of 6,000 guests had attended. 
Warm appreciation for the professionalism of the staff in ensuring the timeliness of the 
ceremonies was the common view of attenders. 

Council noted that the University had conferred an honorary doctorate on its inaugural 
Chancellor, Dr Jean Blackburn, who addressed the graduands from the Division of 
Communication and Education on 16 December. Speakers for the other ceremonies 
included the eminent architect and adjunct professor, Alistair Swayn, Joycelyn Morton, 
President of the Australian Council of Professions, Michael Gallagher, First Assistant 
Secretary for Higher Education in the Department of Education, Training and Youth 
Affairs and Dr Michael Gore, the inaugural Director of the National Science and 
Technology Centre. 

Council noted University medals for outstanding achievement were awarded to 
Architecture graduate Christopher Heyward, Applied Psychology graduate Michelle 
Lavers and Engineering graduate Minh Nguyen. The Chancellor's Commendation was 
awarded to Management student Nada Buckley and the Herbert Burton Medal, awarded 
on the basis of academic merit and outstanding contribution was awarded to mother of six, 
Janelle Wallace, who graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree achieving 10 High 
Distinctions and four Distinctions. 

Hispanic Dictionary 
Council noted that the Columbian Ambassador, Juan Santiago Uribe, presented the 
University with the eight-volume Hispanic Dictionary. The dictionary is a unique work of 
lexicography in the Hispanic world which has been recognised around the world by being 
awarded the Principe de Asturias prize, equivalent to the Nobel Prize for Literature. The 
presentation highlights the University's strong links to the Caro y Cuervo Institute and the 
Hispanic world.

Infrastructure Funding 
Council noted advice from the Vice-Chancellor that a joint project for establishment of IT 
infrastructure between the University and CIT had received approval from the Department 
of Education, Training and Youth Affairs and funding totalling $2.5 m. 

AV-CC Meeting at UC 
Council noted advice from the Vice-Chancellor that a plenary meeting of the Australian 
Vice-Chancellors' Committee would be held at the University in November. Vice-
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Chancellors from most other Australian universities would attend and have an opportunity 
to see UC in action.

FOR NOTING 
Council noted the following:

●     Dr W S Osborne from the School of Resource and Environmental Sciences has 
been appointed by Brendan Smyth, MLA, the ACT Minister of Urban Services, as 
the Deputy Chairperson of the ACT Flora and Fauna Committee. The Committee 
advises the ACT Government on matters relating to endangered species, 
endangered ecological communities and threatening processes.

●     Dr Michael Braysher, Adjunct Professor in Applied Ecology, has been appointed 
as the inaugural chair of the Rural Conservation Fund Advisory Committee. The 
Committee has a range of expertise in land management, business management, 
nature conservation and community relations and will govern the provision of 
financial assistance for special conservation projects on rural lands within the ACT.

●     Associate Professor Linda Reaby has been awarded First Place Writing Award in 
the journal Plastic Surgical Nursing. Articles published over the preceding year 
were judged by the Editorial Board on creativity, accuracy, current content, 
relevance to nursing and style. She received a certificate noting her significant 
contribution to the nursing literature and a cheque for $250.

●     Linda also received the Outstanding Alumni Award 1999 from Avile College, 
Kansas City, Missouri, USA where she completed her undergraduate Bachelor in 
Nursing program. 

●     In the 1999 Equine Research Awards Keith Hyde was presented with the Major 
Industry Award by the Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation 
and Vetsearch International. The award, which was presented to Keith as an 
individual who, over a prolonged period had made an outstanding contribution to 
the Equine Industry. The citation noted the role he had played as the key catalyst in 
the establishment of an industry-based research and development program. the 
Equine Research and Development Program is now recognised as one of the most 
efficient and effective in the world. 

●     Masters student Lydia Buchtmann won first prize of $2000 at a recent 
Communication Research Forum for her paper Digital songlines - the use of 
modern communication technology by an Aboriginal community in remote 
Australia. The paper examines the impact of modern communication technology in 
remote Australia. The paper reveals that communication has always been a vital 
part of traditional Aboriginal culture and, with the active involvement of 
Aboriginal Elders, new media is being used in an educational role and is, in some 
situations, critical in preserving culture. 

●     UC students and alumni were well represented in the winning World Cup Rugby 
Team. Banking and Finance students David Giffen and Joe Roff and graduates 
George Gregan and Rod Kafer were all members of the winning Australian team. 
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ITEM 5: REVIEW OF 1999

Council received noted the draft statement prepared by the academic Divisions for 
inclusion in the 1999 Annual Report and considered the University's performance in 1999 
in the light of these statements. Council noted the efforts of the Financial Services team in 
releasing 1999 end-of-year reports on the 4 February 2000. Council also noted the superb 
work undertaken by the graduation team in processing student course completions in time 
for the 1999 December graduation.

Resolution No. C69/2

Council asked the Secretary to convey Council's thanks to 

i.  the graduation team for a job well done; and 
ii.  staff of the Financial Services team for their work in preparing the 

annual financial statements for audit.

ITEM 6: PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT OF COUNCIL

Council received and noted framework of the Council's performance during 1999. This 
framework and supplied information was used by Council to consider its performance and 
progress during 1999. Council members noted that several issues raised could be 
addressed at the planning session to be held on 5 February 2000.

Council noted the suggestion that an opportunity for Council members to meet members 
of the divisions before each Council meeting might be considered for reintroduction. 
Council recalled that in earlier days faculties had hosted visits of Council members thus 
providing an opportunity, particularly for external members, to meet with members of 
academic and general staff.

ITEM 7: REPORT OF THE JOINT STEERING COMMITTEE FOR 
YEAR 2000 COMPLIANCE

Council received and noted the final report of the Year 2000 Committee. Council noted 
that no Y2K related problems had been detected with any of the University's operational 
systems as at 13 January 2000. Council noted that a considerable number of potential 
problems had been detected in the University's systems through processes instituted under 
the Committee's guidance during 1998 and 1999. 

Resolution No. C69/3
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Council commended the members of the Year 2000 Committee and 
contributing staff for their efforts and results, their diligence and 
competence demonstrating the calibre of University staff. 

ITEM 8: CUPA REPORT TO COUNCIL

Council received and noted the report of the Canberra University Postgraduate 
Association (CUPA) for the 1999 year.

ITEM 9: USE OF SEAL

Council received and noted a report from the Vice-Chancellor on the use of the University 
Seal.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 6.10 pm.

© University of Canberra.
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