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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING NO. 68
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Ms L Burney 
Ms J Coggins 
Mr J R Hanratty (after 5.35 pm) 
Ms M Hanson 
Mr P Keneally 
Mr I Mackintosh 
Mr H Powell 
Mr J Radik 
Dr S Rickard 
Mr M Rosser 
Dr M Sargent 
Ms A Shaddock 
Mr B Trim 
Ms A Trimmer 
Dr H Watson 
Mr G Dennett (Secretary)

APOLOGIES:

Professor M Brennan 
Ms I Fraser 

IN ATTENDANCE:

Professor R Bartnik 
Professor E Clark 
Mr K Hyde 
Professor K Kennedy 
Ms M Stanford 
Mr A Westerman 
Ms C Wise

Adoption of Agenda

Council confirmed the order of the agenda with Items 2 to 8 inclusive and Item 11 listed for 
discussion.

ITEM 1: MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Council received the minutes of Council Meeting No. 67 of Wednesday 6 October 1999.
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Resolution No C68/1  
Council agreed to accept the minutes of Council Meeting No. 67 as a true record of 
proceedings.

ITEM 2: VICE-CHANCELLOR'S REPORT

THE WIDER CONTEXT  
The Vice-Chancellor reported that 1999 had been a successful year with many staff working 
to implement the new structure, a structure which should be fully in place by the middle of 
2000. The Vice-Chancellor thanked the National Tertiary Education Union for its help in 
dealing with its relationship with the University in a harmonious and constructive way. 
Council noted that the campus had been free from industrial disputation for the year. A grant 
from the Commonwealth National Institute of Business for $2.5 million for electronic 
articulation was announced by the Vice-Chancellor and he thanked Professor Eugene Clark 
and Mr Keith Hyde for their work on this.

Banking and Finance Students Workshop with the ACT Chief Minister's Department  
Council noted that staff and students from University of Canberra's Banking and Finance 
course put together ten teams to work with the ACT Chief Minister's Department on eight 
business development projects. Work covered contemporary business finance and 
development projects such as 

●     an export viticulture feasibility project and development plan;
●     the simulation of an innovation investment fund'
●     development of the University of Canberra College's business plan; and
●     the commercialisation of two new sustainable technologies – energy efficient 

windows and the hot rocks geothermal power project.

Young International Ambassadors for Canberra  
Council noted that the Young International Ambassadors for Canberra Program was 
launched at the Vice-Chancellor's residence Bimbimbie on Monday 18 October 1999. 
Certificates were presented by ACT Chief Minister Kate Carnell and guests were addressed 
by the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps Professor Hasu Patel, High Commissioner for 
Zimbabwe. 

THE UNIVERSITY

University of Canberra Innovation Centre 
Council noted that on 10 November 1999, the Chief Minister, Kate Carnell, launched the 
concept of a new multi-million dollar centre at UC to provide a focal point for partnerships 
between business and the University. 
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Presented to Council at the last meeting, the concept had been two years in preparation, 
although included in principle in our Master Plan for the last fifteen years. The development 
of the concept had been accelerated in part by University of Canberra's success in filling the 
high-tech building at 170 Haydon Drive, and in part by the associated development of Fern 
Hill Park. Council noted that there is support for the concept from the Canberra business 
community, especially the 'knowledge-based' sector. Initial 'themes' for the Innovation 
Centre will be information technology, environmental science and management, and bio-
technology. 

A UCIC website has been set up at http://ucic.canberra.edu.au

The complex, when completed (7-10 years), will incorporate state-of-the-art postgraduate 
teaching spaces, conference facilities, high-tech communication access, display and 
demonstration spaces, a common room for postgraduate students, eating and drinking nodes 
and the set of services that would be expected in such a complex. Each of the building 
modules will be connected by a wide enclosed pedestrian 'street' running through the 
complex. 

Anniversary of ACT Government  
Council noted that the Centre for Research in Public Sector management had organised a 
conference on the 10th Anniversary of ACT Government in conjunction with the ACT 
Government. 

The National Institute for Governance  
Council noted that the recently established National Institute for Governance held the 
inaugural meeting of its Advisory Board. The Institute aims to facilitate a multi-disciplinary 
national network of governance researchers and practitioners, their organisations and 
professional associations. It will foster collaborative exchanges of information and views and 
will build on a network of appropriate expert partnerships with Australian and international 
players interested in key issues of contemporary governance. The Institute is directed by 
Professor Meredith Edwards and is managed by Ruth Bader.

Australian University Games  
Council noted that over 100 University of Canberra students and staff participated in the 
1999 Australian University Games in Perth. UC won a gold medal in men's soccer, silver 
medals in the women football and tennis, and a bronze in women's waterpolo. The men's 
rugby union and volleyball teams were placed sixth and fifth respectively, with men's tennis 
and women's basketball finishing in the top 10. University of Canberra was placed eleventh 
overall out of 46 universities and was fourth in the Doug Ellis trophy, awarded for the best 
performance based on the number of participants.

ATSI Games  
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Council noted that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students from the University of 
Canberra completed under the traditional Aboriginal name of Ngunnawal in the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander University Games held in October at the University of Newcastle. 
The team won the netball and made the finals for touch football and basketball. University of 
Canberra's Ngunnawal Centre will host the 5th Annual Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Games next year and planning has already begun to try and increase the numbers of sports 
and universities involved. Council noted Mr Watson's interest in these games, and the 
possibility of Canberra hosting an international indigenous games.

Other matters  
Council noted that the School of Law had received a generous donation of three collectable 
publications from the library of Mr Justice Rae Else-Mitchell. The three rare and valuable 
books (valued at over $4000) date back as far as 1695 and will be housed in a purpose-built 
cabinet in the Moot Courtroom. Justice Rae Else-Mitchell has been a long-time benefactor to 
the School of Law and its library.

Council noted that University of Canberra is one of only eight universities which will 
participate in a $25 million, five year plan to create a world class education system for 
mining engineers, metallurgists and geologists. The Cooperative Research Centre for 
Landscape Evolution and Mineral Exploration (CRCLEME) was selected to participate by 
the Minerals Council of Australia. 

Council noted that the University of Canberra's Writing Fellow for 1999 is Victor Kelleher, 
the well-known writer of novels and short fiction for adults and children. The Writing Fellow 
position is shared with ANU and ADFA. 

It was also noted that Journalism tutor Mark Thornton recently won first prize in the print 
news section of the Louis Johnstone Media Awards against competition from more than 150 
other entries. The national awards recognise writing in the areas of indigenous affairs. 

FOR NOTING  
Council noted the following: 

●     Professor Kerry Kennedy had accepted an invitation to serve on the Advisory Council 
of the Centre for University and School Partnership (CUSP) of the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong. Professor Kennedy was identified as one of a group of 
world-renowned scholars to direct the development of the University's Centre.

●     Jan Lennard, Lecturer in Commercial Law, was appointed by the Attorney-General as 
a Member of the Residential Tenancies Tribunal in the ACT.

●     Jan Lennard was also a finalist in the Shell Corporate and Government section of the 
Telstra Business Women's Awards. 

●     Computing student, Dat Tran won the Outstanding Student Paper Award/Top Honor, 
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awarded by the North American Fuzzy Information Processing Society in June 1999. 
His two papers were entitled The Fuzzy Expectation-Maximisation Algorithm for 
Speech and Speaker Recognition and Fuzzy Hidden Markov Models for Speech and 
Speaker Recognition. 

●     Masters student in Communication, Lydia Buchtmann, won the $2,000 Best Research 
Paper Prize sponsored by the Secretary of the Department of Communications, 
Information Technology and the Arts for her paper The adoption of modern 
communications technology by an Aboriginal community in remote Australia. 

●     Serena Buchanan was awarded the Deloitte Touche-Tohmatsu prize for her 
outstanding results in Advanced Auditing.

●     Information Technology students Luan Nguyen and Lubna Alam were awarded 
Mincom Limited sponsorships by the ACT Chief Minister, Ms Kate Carnell to attend 
the Information Technology Conference, ASOCIO '99 held in Canberra in November. 

●     A breakthrough telecommunication device designed by a University of Canberra 
student has won an engineering competition and is attracting interest from major 
companies such as IBM. Engineering student Scott Carr won this year's Institute of 
Radio and Electronics Engineering Students Presentation and Awards Night. Scott's 
project is an interface that allows a device called a set-up box to produce video 
information from a network to be displayed on a TV screen. 

●     Media student Matthew Finley won an encouragement award from the National 
Recording Studios. Matthew made two films for the recent University of Canberra 
Film Club festival and won a total of five awards including Best Narrative, Best 
Sound, Best Editing and a Highly Commended Comedy for his films, The Twelve 
Apostles and Doors Wide Shut. 

●     Ms Jordan Williams won the Apple/ANUTech prize for the outstanding student in 
Desktop Publishing 1. The prize, a $1,000 digital camera, was presented by the 
General Manager of ANUTech, Steve Blume and Higher Education Account 
Manager of Apple Computers, Vanni Saint.

ITEM 3: EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

Professor Eugene Clark spoke about the relationships being developed by the University 
with a view to increasing the level of funding to the University from sources other than 
Government appropriations. 

Council noted the following points concerning the need to pursue activities outside the 
standard offerings— 

●     revenues from the public purse are continuing to decline
●     competition from other universities and also now, private providers, is increasing
●     costs have risen: there is a clear need to control costs
●     survival depends upon innovation
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Council also noted that new ventures needed to incorporate measures to ensure quality 
control and careful control of costs if the University was to generate surpluses from each 
activity.

Council received comments from members as follows— 

●     return business depended on satisfied students, with implications for delivery of high 
quality student services as well as high quality courses

●     there was a need for comprehensive database of all consultancy services offered 
through the University and by University staff whether through the University or as 
individuals

●     a role for Council needed to be included in the charts accompanying this item
●     activities need to focus not only on generating income but more importantly on 

making a profit
●     the University should refocus its efforts on capturing students from the local region
●     marketing needs to be focussed and results assessed against performance.

Council noted that developments in a number of areas were being encouraged which used 
the expertise of its staff in ways which allied the University with industry and other partners. 
Professor Clark's presentation expanded on his earlier presentation made at the June meeting 
of Council regarding external relations and marketing. Mr Keith Hyde provided Council with 
information concerning consultancy activity at University of Canberra. Council noted that 
consultancy income for 1999 appeared to be marginally less than in previous years and that 
Mr Hyde's projections for 2000 did not indicate growth. Increased competition from a 
variety of sources was perceived as the likely reason for this situation.

Council thanked Professor Clark and Mr Hyde for an informative presentation.

ITEM 4: PROPOSAL TO OFFER UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES ON A 
FEE-PAYING BASIS THROUGH A SYDNEY INSTITUTION

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor accompanying an information 
paper outlining an arrangement proposed with the Williams Business College, Sydney, to 
offer the first half of the undergraduate course in Business Administration to students at the 
Williams North Sydney campus, and possibly extending offerings to other UC courses, 
courses to be offered on a full fee-paying basis. Council noted that the paper also raised the 
issue of charging fees to domestic undergraduate students for consideration by Council.

The Vice-Chancellor advised that he had had protracted discussions with representatives of 
the student body concerning the latter issue and he asked Council for discussion on this topic 
to be deferred until its February meeting. 
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Resolution No C68/2  
Council agreed to defer discussion of the proposal to offer undergraduate courses to 
domestic students on a full fee-paying basis until its scheduled February meeting when it 
would be discussed in the context of total University revenues.

Council noted the information contained in the papers pertaining to the proposal with the 
Williams Business College and confined itself to a general discussion of arrangements with 
educational institutions such as Williams for the purpose of offering UC courses or 
franchising the offering of UC courses at locations outside of Canberra.

The proposal to enter such arrangements as this challenged the assumption that the future of 
the University was best served by remaining as a single campus institution. Members noted 
that many in the University held the opinion that the size of the population of the local region 
limited the potential for growth and that the University needed to operate in regions with 
larger populations such as Sydney.

Council noted factors to be taken into account included— 

●     careful assessment of potential business partners including an analysis of prospects 
and provenance

●     a need to assure quality of outcomes commensurate with the University's standards
●     access to a new pool of students must be provided
●     such ventures must provide UC with increased revenues.

The Vice-Chancellor advised that he would report to Council on the progress of negotiations 
with the Williams Business College in February.

ITEM 5: REPORT OF ACADEMIC BOARD

Council received the report of Academic Board Meetings No. 99/7 and dealt with the 
following matters:

Review of Legislation Pertaining to Courses  
Council was advised that a working party established to review Academic Board policies had 
identified a need to revise the University's subordinate legislation to accommodate recent 
organisational changes. Academic Board recommended that the working party report be 
referred to the Legislation Committee for implementation.

Resolution No. C68/3  
Council accepted the Board's recommendation and referred the matter to the Legislation 
Committee for a review of legislation to be undertaken.
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New Awards

Resolution No C68/4  
Council agreed to add the following new awards to the Courses and Awards Statute:

degree of Doctor in Information Technology 
Graduate Diploma in Clinical Trials Management 
degree of Bachelor of Hotel Management

Granting of Awards

Resolution No C68/5 
Council agreed to exercise its authority under Rule 7 of the Conferring of Awards Rules 
1995 and authorised the Chancellor to confer awards at the Conferring Ceremony on those 
students to whom Academic Board has granted awards subject to the students' compliance 
with the statutes and rules of the University.

Resolution No C68/6  
Council agreed to exercise its authority under Rule 7 of the Conferring of Awards Rules 
1995 and admitted the following: 

Doctor of Philosophy 
Ms Jillian Arthur, Division of Science and Design 
Ms Karen Geiselhart, Division of Communication and Education 
Ms Michelle Deaker, Division of Science and Design

Professional Doctorates 
Mr John Gray, Doctor of Environmental Design, Division of Science and Design 
Mr Frank Doonan, Doctor of Legal Science, Division of Management and Technology 
Mr Richard Quentin, Doctor of Public Administration, Division of Management and 
Technology 

ITEM 6: REPORT OF THE JOINT STEERING COMMITTEE FOR YEAR 
2000 COMPLIANCE

Council received the report of the Joint Steering Committee for Year 2000 Compliance and 
noted that, as far as possible, steps had been taken to identify and correct problems in 
University computing systems to prevent a breakdown occurring through the so called 'Y2K 
bug'. The Chancellor thanked Mr Jack Radik for his dedication in chairing this committee.

ITEM 7: ESTABLISHMENT OF GST COMMITTEE
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Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor proposing the establishment of a 
committee to oversee introduction of the GST in the University. Council noted that 
introduction of the GST would affect many activities undertaken by University and there is a 
need to have a steering committee to oversee the task of establishing policy and preparation 
of procedures to ensure compliance with the new tax laws.

Resolution No C68/7  
Council agreed to establish a steering committee to oversee establishment and introduction 
of policies and procedure relating to GST, the committee to comprise— 

Mr Ian Mackintosh, as a member of Council as chair 
Professor Ann Harding, as a person with relevant expertise, subject to her agreement 
Mr Bob Thompson, as a person with computing systems knowledge 
Professor Kerry Kennedy, as chief executive officer of the UC College Pty Ltd 
Mr Adrian Westerman, as the University chief accountant 
 
with Mr Garry Foran, Director, Financial Services, in attendance

 
and with the committee being serviced by the Secretariat.

ITEM 8: AWARD OF HONORARY DEGREE

Council received a proposal from the Chancellor acting in her capacity as chair of the 
Honorary Degree Committee recommending that Council confer an honorary degree of 
Doctor of the University on a candidate during the course of the December 1999 ceremonies 
for conferring of awards.

Resolution No C68/8  
Council agreed to exercise its power under rule 9 (1) of the Honorary Degree Rules and 
authorised the Chancellor to confer the honorary degree of Doctor of the University on Jean 
Edna Blackburn AO in the course of the December 1999 conferring ceremonies, the degree 
to be conferred in recognition of her distinguished creative achievement in the service of 
scholarship and education.

ITEM 9: NOMENCLATURE FOR NEW ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS

Resolution No C68/9  
Council approved nomenclature for newly promoted Associate Professors — 
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Brian Egloff Associate Professor in Cultural Heritage Management

Martin Thoms Associate Professor in Environmental Science

Jim Hone Associate Professor in Wildlife Management

Brian Gray Associate Professor in Language and Literacy Education

ITEM 10: USE OF SEAL

Council received and noted a report from the Vice-Chancellor on the use of the University 
Seal.

ITEM 11: OTHER BUSINESS

Council received a brief oral report from Ms Margaret Hanson, member of Council elected 
by the graduates, concerning the activities of the Convocation.

The meeting closed at 7.05 pm.

© University of Canberra.

Content Custodian: Graeme Dennett  
Last updated: Friday, 02-Feb-01 16:21:45
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