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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING NO. 67

held at 4.30 pm on Wednesday 6 October 1999 in the Council Room

PRESENT: 

●     Ms W McCarthy (Chancellor) (except for Item 1)
●     Professor D Aitkin (except for Item 1)
●     Professor M Brennan
●     Ms J Burke 
●     Ms L Burney
●     Ms J Coggins
●     Ms I Fraser 
●     Ms M Hanson
●     Mr I Mackintosh
●     Mr P Keneally
●     Mr J Radik
●     Mr M Rosser
●     Mr B Trim
●     Dr H Watson
●     Mr H Powell
●     Dr S Rickard
●     Mr G Dennett (Secretary)

APOLOGIES: 

●     Mr J Hanratty 
●     Dr M Sargent
●     Ms A Shaddock
●     Ms A Trimmer

IN ATTENDANCE:

●     Professor P Cullen (for Item 7)
●     Professor K Kennedy
●     Ms M Stanford
●     Mr A Westerman
●     Ms C Wise

ITEM 1: APPOINTMENT OF CHANCELLOR

The meeting was closed for consideration of this item.
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In the absence of the Chancellor, Mr Mackintosh, Chair of the Finance Committee, assumed 
the chair for this item. The Vice-Chancellor was also absent for consideration of this matter.

Mr Mackintosh invited Council to suspend the usual arrangements for the appointment of the 
Chancellor agreed by Council at its meeting no. 54 and called for nominations for the 
position. Council received a nomination for Ms Wendy McCarthy to be invited to accept a 
further term as Chancellor. Council noted that Ms McCarthy had indicated her availability 
for further term.

Resolution No C67/1 
Council agreed to exercise its power under subsection 24(1) of the University of Canberra 
Act 1989 (ACT) and appointed Ms Wendy McCarthy as Chancellor for a further two year 
term commencing on 1 January 2000.

The Chancellor and the Vice-Chancellor joined the meeting.

Adoption of Agenda

Council confirmed the order of the agenda with Items 1 to 13 inclusive and Item 15 listed for 
discussion.

ITEM 2: MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Council received the minutes of Council Meeting No. 66 of Wednesday 4 August 1999.

Resolution No C67/2  
Council agreed to accept the minutes of Council Meeting No. 66 as a true record of 
proceedings.

ITEM 3: MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

From meeting No 65

Item 4: Marketing the University

Council received and noted a paper from Mr Westerman, prepared on behalf of the Vice-
Chancellor, summarising the circumstances and events associated with the offering of the 
MBA program in Parramatta, and steps taken to review and revise administrative and 
management practices.
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From Meeting No 51

Item 14: Appointment of Directors of the UC Superannuation Fund Limited

Resolution No C67/3  
Council agreed to amend the wording of resolution no C51/17, in relation to Mr Soding's 
appointment as Director of the University of Canberra Superannuation Fund Ltd, to read "...
for three years with effect from 17 July 1997".

ITEM 4: VICE-CHANCELLOR'S REPORT

THE WIDER CONTEXT 

Visions for a New Century 
Council noted that the University hosted a major conference, Visions for a New Century, 
which was opened with a lecture by one of the world's leading advocates for fundamental 
change in the way socio-economic systems operate, Robert Theobold, in the Boiler House 
Theatre on 26 September 1999. The conference was designed to encourage discussion and 
attracted a diverse range of speakers and participants from the private and public sectors, 
anxious to provide ways to encourage forums for the exchange of ideas on creating and 
supporting fundamental changes to the way in which society operates. 

Open Day 
Council noted that, as in previous years, Canberra's six tertiary institutions worked together 
to ensure that annual Canberra Tertiary Open Day was once again a major success. In 
conjunction with the Communication Company, UC, ANU, ACU, CIT, ADFA and the 
Australian International and Hotel School formed a committee which met on a regular basis 
to plan, market, promote and implement the issues relating to Open Day. 

Over 4,900 people visited the UC Campus and Course Information Sessions were very well 
attended. People who attended Open Day wanted to find out about specific aspects relating 
to their preferred options.

There were many comments on the day on matters such as the beauty of the campus and how 
friendly UC seemed compared to other institutions. The University again used Student 
Ambassadors and 35 were there to meet and greet at the entrances, conduct tours of the 
campus, assist in the wide range of enquiries, set up and dismantle the displays. The use of 
the Student Ambassadors continues to be very well received and a major factor in providing 
a warm welcome to our visitors. There is no doubt that UC looked professional. Signs and 
posters were consistent with a central theme, many staff and students wore uniforms and the 
contribution of clubs, societies and CU-FM made the campus seem alive and buzzing.
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Collective Wisdom 
Council noted that a joint exhibition, Collective Wisdom , displaying works from the art 
collections of the ANU and UC was opened on 13 August by the ACT Chief Minister, Kate 
Carnell. The exhibition, which builds on the cooperative work of the two universities, 
displays over 80 pieces of art ranging from painting, prints, pottery, sculpture and decorative 
works and includes the Vice-Chancellor's robe.

UC Ties and Scarves 
Council noted that the Vice-Chancellor had commissioned the manufacture of University ties 
and scarves designed by a design student, Ms Jo Mills. The silk ties and scarves feature the 
Canberra Bluebells, Wahlenbergia Gloriosa, against a black background. 

Following discussions with the Chief Minister, the Vice-Chancellor presented ties and 
scarves to members of the Legislative Assembly on 3 September 1999. As a result the 
Legislative Assembly has decided to use the ties and scarves as part of their own line of 
official gifts.

THE UNIVERSITY

Conferring Ceremonies  
Council noted that 480 graduates received bachelor degrees, masters degrees, graduate 
certificates, graduate diplomas and doctorates in three ceremonies at Parliament House on 20 
August 1999. But ill health prevented Sir John Gorton attending the ceremony to receive his 
honorary degree of Doctor of the University. His friend and colleague Dr John Hewson 
received the award and addressed graduates from the Division of Management and 
Technology on his behalf. The Chancellor, the Vice-Chancellor and Dr Hewson took part in 
a special presentation of the honorary degree at Sir John's home on Friday 17 September 
1999.

Ceremonies for the Divisions of Science and Design and Communication and Education 
were addressed by the ABC's Adam Spencer, and Dr Michelle Grattan from the Sydney 
Morning Herald. All three speakers at the ceremonies stressed the importance of lifelong 
learning. As Adam Spencer, who addressed the Science and Design graduates, put it "The 
process of University is not aiming to cross a finish line, it is an ongoing process of learning 
and the joy of learning". 

Profiles Discussions 
Council noted that a team from the Department of Education, Training and Youth Affairs 
and the Australian Research Council visited the University on 16 September 1999 to discuss 
the University's profiles submission. The submission covered the University's proposed 
academic profile from 2000-2003, the Strategic Plan, the Quality Assurance and 
Improvement Plan, the Equity Plan and the Indigenous Education Strategy. 
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University of the Year 
Council noted that UC was ranked as one of the leading providers of corporate research and 
development and education training in this year's Good Universities Guide. While the 
University of the Year award went jointly to the University of Wollongong and Deakin 
University, UC was one of twelve universities which received commendations for its efforts, 
ranking first in Australia for the proportion of its research income derived from collaborative 
and contract research. UC's partnerships with the Australian Customs Service, NATSEM, the 
Cooperative Research Centre in Freshwater Ecology were seen as significant national 
achievements.

UC to offer MBA in China 
Council noted that the University had signed an agreement with the East China University of 
Science and Technology to offer UC's Master of Business Administration to students. This is 
the second agreement UC has signed offering MBAs in China – the first was with the United 
Institute of International Education in Hong Kong. Students will be enrolled in UC, but will 
study in China with UC staff travelling there to teach intensively. 

Retreat for Heads of Schools and Senior Managers: Young  
Council noted that the mid-year Retreat for Heads of Schools and Senior Managers was held 
on 23 and 24 August in Young. Members of the Young Shire Council met the Heads of 
Schools and Senior Managers at a special session of the Retreat and held discussions on the 
ways in which the University could work with business and industry in Young. 

ACT and Region Export Award  
Council noted that the University of Canberra won the Education Section at the 1999 ACT 
and Region Export Awards, presented by Australian Business and the ACT Government. 
The theme of the awards was Looking at the Bigger Picture and, with its strong links and 
high percentage of international students, UC fulfilled the criteria easily.

Open Garden Scheme Grant  
Council noted that a team from the School of Environmental Design, led by Andrew Paget, 
has won funding from Australia's Open Garden Scheme to set up a display garden which, in 
line with the UC master plan, will allow the renovation of the greenhouse for propagating 
some of the plants and planting additional indigenous plants. Planting in the garden will 
consists of small understorey species like native grasses, wild flowers and small herbs and 
the grant will also allow for the naming and labelling of different plant species which will 
encourage further plantings.

FOR NOTING  
Council noted the following: 

●     The Chancellor, Ms Wendy McCarthy AO, has been appointed as a member of the 
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Advisory Committee of the World Health Organisation (WHO) Centre for Health 
Development, based in Kobe, Japan. The WHO Centre for Health Development is a 
new type of health research institution focussed on broader interdisciplinary and 
intersectoral approaches to health and health-related research. 

●     Adjunct Professor in Communication, Richard Broinowski, has been awarded a 
$3000 grant as part of the Centenary of Federation History and Education Program. 

●     Australian Ski Championships 
Seven UC skiers took part in a variety of different events at the Australian Ski 
Championships, with great success. Sarah Lunney was named the best female skier, 
winning all of her events and taking out the Women's Championship. Kristan 
Kaufmehl came first and second in his two events and first overall in the Men's 
Championship, in front of fellow UC competitor Scott MacKinnon, who came third. 

●     UC/CIT Art Prize 
UC students have taken out two of the five categories in this year’s UC/CIT Art Prize, 
winning $500 cash each. Michael Thomas won the Three Dimensional Artwork 
section with his work, Bushido and Alexandra Oehlrich won the Other Photography 
section with her work, Plastic Princess. Overall, UC students gained two 1sts, three 
2nds, two 3rds and a highly commended. 

ITEM 5: REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE

Council received and noted a report from the Finance Committee meeting of 22 September 
1999 including: Period 9, 1999 Financial Statement; recommendations from the Amenities 
and Services Fee Committee; paper from Kirinari Early Childhood Centre Incorporated and 
the draft University Budget for the period 2000-2002.

Amenities and Services Fees for 2000

Resolution No. C67/4  
Council accepted the recommendations from the Amenities and Services Fee Committee 
endorsed by the Finance Committee as follows—

1.  that there be two levels of amenities and services fees - on campus students at $232 
per year; and external students, being those students who are taught outside of the 
Canberra region, at $48 per year;

2.  that $48 of the fee be disbursed to the relevant students' association (UCSA or CUPA 
as appropriate) except where a student has a conscientious objection to belonging to 
the relevant student organisation when the whole fee will be directed to the Disability 
Contingency Fund;

3.  that after 1 July 2000 GST would be applicable on payments of the amenities and 
services fee and may be added at the discretion of the University to payments 
received after that date;
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4.  that the allocation from the Amenities Services Fund to the Health and Counselling 
Centre remain at $240,000 for 2000; and

5.  that the definition of a postgraduate student be the same as the DETYA definition for 
the purposes of defining membership of CUPA.

Council noted that the Amenities and Services Fee Committee would meet again in March 
2000 to review expenditures across five categories.

Kirinari Creche

Resolution No. C67/5  
Council agreed 

●     to ask the Vice-Chancellor to identify a member of Council with financial expertise to 
serve on the management committee of the Kirinari Creche; and 

●     to ask the Kirinari Creche management committee to provide monthly financial 
reports to the Finance Committee.

Budget for 2000  
Council received a briefing from the Chair of the Finance Committee, Mr Mackintosh, 
setting out the budget proposals for 2000 in the context of expected income, likely 
expenditures and the capital management plan.

Resolution No. C67/6  
Council approved the budget including the capital management plan for the University for 
the period 2000-2002 as proposed noting that the figures for 2001 and 2002 were indicative 
only.

Capital Expenditure and Funding Program for the period 1999 - 2003  
Council received a paper from the Executive Director, Corporate Services, Mr Westerman, 
setting out the proposed program of capital works. Council noted that the capital 
management plan proposed a continuation of projects previously approved including 
building refurbishments, landscaping of the campus, new road system, water retention 
through a lake or pondage, and a proposal for a new development of a technology park in the 
south-east corner.

The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Aitkin, and Mr Westerman provided Council with a briefing 
of the proposed development of a technology precinct to be located at the south-east corner 
of the campus and incorporating facilities for the provision of graduate courses to fee-paying 
students in conjunction with facilities for technology-based companies which wish to be 
located on campus. Council was advised that the proposal was to construct the first stage of 
the project commencing in 2000 with later stages to be built based on the demand for the 
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facilities. Council was advised that significant new developments were proposed for Fernhill 
Park, opposite the University campus, which would complement the proposed technology 
precinct.

Council noted the discussion in the paper on funding of capital projects and the way in which 
cash reserves could be used. Council also noted that for prudent financial management that 
there was a the need for monitoring of the timing of approved budget expenditures to ensure 
that cash reserves were not unduly depleted at any one time. Council further noted that 
commissioning of major new projects would probably be reliant on funding from sources 
such as the Foundation or industry partners.

ITEM 6: COUNCIL MEETING DATES FOR 2000

Council received a memorandum from the Secretary proposing meeting dates for 2000 and 
inviting discussion about the themes for meetings.

Resolution No. C67/7 
Council adopted the following schedule of meeting dates and meeting themes for 2000:

Friday 4 February Review of 1999

Saturday 5 February 'Futures' workshop with Phil Ruthven

Wednesday 12 April Teaching and Learning

Wednesday 7 June Sense of place at the University including 
sustainability

Wednesday 2 August  

Wednesday 4 October Budget for 2001

Wednesday 6 December  

Council also asked that the theme for the next meeting in December be changed from 
"Teaching and Learning" to "External Relations".

ITEM 7: RESPONSE TO GREEN PAPER ON RESEARCH

Council received and noted the University response to the Green Paper on research titled 
New Knowledge, New Opportunities.
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Professor Peter Cullen gave a presentation about future directions in research and its 
management, putting the Green Paper into perspective in terms of the needs of the country 
and how universities and researchers were being encouraged to meet those needs. Council 
thanked Professor Cullen for his excellent and challenging presentation.

ITEM 8: APPOINTMENTS TO STUDENT CONDUCT COMMITTEE AND 
APPEALS BOARD

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor seeking appointment of Council 
members to two statutory committees, the Student Conduct Committee and the Appeals 
Board.

Resolution No. C67/8  
Council agreed to exercise its powers under section 5 of the Regulation of Student Conduct 
Rules 1992 and appoint as follows: 

1.  Mr Patrick Keneally, as a student member of Council, to be a member of the Student 
Conduct Committee; and

2.  Mr Brant Trim, as a student member of Council, to be a member of the Appeals 
Board.

ITEM 9: REPORT OF THE JOINT STEERING COMMITTEE FOR YEAR 2000 
COMPLIANCE

Council received and noted the Year 2000 summary report. Council noted that the 
Committee was still awaiting responses concerning compliance from Agrecon and the CRC 
for Freshwater Ecology. The Committee Chair, Mr Radik, advised that he had sought 
meetings with both of these parties to resolve the issues.

ITEM 10: LEGISLATION

Council received a memorandum from the Secretary advising Council that a statute had been 
drawn up which would have the effect of adding new awards already accepted by Council on 
the recommendation of the Academic Board to the Courses and Awards Statute 1995. 
Council was invited to make the amendment statute

Resolution No C67/9  
Council agreed to: 

1.  exercise its powers under section 40. of the University of Canberra Act 1989 and 
make the Courses and Awards Amendment Statute (No. 2) 1999; and

2.  authorise the Secretary
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a.  on behalf of the Chancellor, to transmit the abovenamed Statute to the 
executive of the Australian Capital Territory for approval;

b.  on behalf of the Council, to cause the Statute, once approved, to be notified in 
the Australian Capital Territory Gazette.

ITEM 11: APPOINTMENT OF ADJUNCT PROFESSORS

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor recommending the appointment 
of an Adjunct Professor in Tourism. Council also received an assessment report from 
Professor Peter Putnis, Pro Vice-Chancellor, Division of Communication and Education, 
concerning the candidate, Mr Peter O'Clery, prepared following a meeting of a panel 
comprising Professor Putnis; the Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Professor Edwards; Professor 
Eugene Clark and Professor Trevor Mules, Professor of Tourism which had considered the 
nomination.

Resolution No C67/10  
Council agreed to proceed without a further merit process and appointed Mr Peter O'Clery as 
Adjunct Professor of Tourism for a three-year term.

ITEM 12: DISABILITY ACTION PLAN

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor seeking endorsement of a 
Disability Action Plan for the University of Canberra and recommending its lodgement with 
the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission. Council noted that the plan had been 
drawn up in accordance with the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (Cth).

Council noted that the Plan as presented contained factual errors which required correction. 
Council also noted comments concerning the difficulty of understanding and interpretation 
of those parts of the document written in the present tense. Council also asked whether the 
Plan was required by the Act or whether it was an option to lodge it with the Human Rights 
and Equal Opportunity Commission. Council noted comments about the need for baseline 
data to be established against which performance could be assessed.

Resolution No C67/11  
Council endorsed the Disability Action Plan, and asked the Vice-Chancellor to lodge the 
Plan, after it had been edited to correct the factual errors, with the Human Rights and Equal 
Opportunity Commission, provided he was satisfied that it was advantageous for the 
University to do so.

ITEM 13: FEES FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS IN 2000

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor with a schedule of fees for 
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international full fee-paying students for 2000. Council noted that current fees were proposed 
to be increased by an average of a modest 2%.

Resolution No C67/12  
Council endorsed the new fees as recommended and agreed to modify the Fees Rules 
accordingly.

ITEM 14: PROMOTION TO ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

Council received and noted a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor advising that he had 
accepted the recommendations of the University Promotions Committee for promotion to 
Associate Professor (Academic Level D) as follows—

●     Dr Brian Gray, Division of Communication and Education 
●     Dr Martin Thoms, Division of Science and Design
●     Dr Jim Hone, Division of Science and Design 
●     Dr Brian Egloff, Division of Science and Design 

ITEM 15: REPORT OF THE BUILDINGS AND SITE COMMITTEE

Council received and noted the report of the Buildings and Site Committee meeting held on 
22 September 1999.

ITEM 16: ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF COUNCIL

Council received and noted a memorandum from Secretary advising the results of the 
elections of members of Council as follows—

Senior Academic Staff Member  
Professor Marie Brennan was elected unopposed

General Staff Member  
Ms Jennifer L Coggins was re-elected

Undergraduate Student Member  
Mr Patrick Keneally was elected

Postgraduate Student Member  
Mr Brant Trim was elected unopposed

Council noted that staff members' terms were for two years and student members' terms were 
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for one year, each commencing on 27 September 1999.

ITEM 17: APPOINTMENTS TO THE BOARD OF THE AUSTRALIAN 
MATHEMATICS TRUST

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor inviting Council to appoint 
members to the Board of the Australian Mathematics Trust to replace a member who had 
resigned and to reappoint a member whose term would shortly expire.

Resolution No C67/13  
Council agreed to exercise its power under section 6.1 of the Trust Deed and:

1.  reappoint Mr Will Morony to the Board of the Australian Mathematics Trust for a 
period of three years to 12 November 2002;

2.  appoint Professor John O'Callaghan to the Board of the Australian Mathematics Trust 
for a period to 18 August 2001.

ITEM 18: MULANGGARRI FOUNDATION GOVERNING COUNCIL 

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor recommending appointments to 
the Governing Council of the Mulanggarri Foundation.

Resolution No C67/14  
Council appointed the following to the Mulanggarri Foundation Governing Council for a 
term of three years except those noted with and * below for whom the term will be one year:

●     The Chancelllor as Chair
●     Professor Don Aitkin AO
●     Dr Bagfriele Bammer
●     Mr Ian Mathews AM
●     Associate Professor Linda Reaby OAM
●     Dr Sidney Sax CBE*
●     Mr John Schooneveldt
●     Emeritus Professor Malcolm Whyte AO*
●     and up to two members to be appointed by the Vice-Chancellor 

ITEM 19: REPORTS FROM THE CANBERRA UNIVERSITY POSTGRADUATE 
ASSOCIATION

Council received and noted the annual report and financial statements for the University of 
Canberra Postgraduate Association.
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ITEM 20: USE OF SEAL

Council received and noted a report from the Vice-Chancellor on the use of the University 
Seal.

ITEM 21: OTHER BUSINESS

Advertisement for Professor and Head of School of Economics and Marketing

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor seeking advertisement of the 
position of Professor and Head of School of Economics and Marketing.

Resolution No C67/15  
Council authorised the advertisement of this post and invited the Vice-Chancellor to 
establish a selection panel in the ordinary way. 

Council noted a suggestion that the advertisement might be reworded to draw attention to the 
close link in this position with the Management discipline.

The meeting closed at 7.00 pm.

© University of Canberra.
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