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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING NO. 58

of Wednesday 15 April 1998
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1.  Minutes of Previous Meeting 
2.  Council Membership 
3.  Vice-Chancellor's Report 
4.  Report of Academic Board 
5.  Report of Finance Committee 
6.  Reconciliation on Campus 
7.  Performance Assessment Report 
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10.  Reappointment of Deans 
11.  Report of Academic Staff Committee for 1997 
12.  Draft Annual Report for 1997 
13.  Strategic Plan for 1998 - 2000 
14.  Use of the Seal 
15.  Other Business 

PRESENT: 

●     Ms W McCarthy (Chancellor)
●     Professor D Aitkin
●     Associate Professor B Alderman
●     Mr R Ayres
●     Ms J Coggins
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●     Ms P Cooper
●     Mr J Hanratty
●     Mr I Mackintosh
●     Mr P McGhie
●     Mr H Powell
●     Mr P O’Halloran
●     Mr J Radik
●     Dr S Rickard
●     Mr M Rosser
●     Dr M Sargent
●     Ms A Trimmer
●     Mr G Dennett (Secretary)

APOLOGIES:

●     Associate Professor C Annice
●     Ms K Price
●     Dr H Watson

IN ATTENDANCE:

●     Dr B Cameron
●     Professor M Edwards
●     Ms M Stanford
●     Professor R Tomasic

Adoption of Agenda

Council confirmed the order of the agenda with Items 2 to 7, Item 10 and Item 15 listed for discussion.

ITEM 1: MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

Council received the minutes of Council Meeting No.57 held on 27 February 1998.

Resolution No. C58/1

Council agreed to accept the minutes of Council Meeting No. 57 as a true record of proceedings.

Matters Arising from the Minutes
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Item 4: Vice-Chancellor’s Report

The Vice-Chancellor tabled a report of the review of the installation and operation of the 'Syllabus Plus' 
timetabling software. The Vice-Chancellor advised that he planned to implement all of the 
recommendations, and to distribute the report to Deans, Heads of Schools and Sections and Faculty 
Timetable Officers.

Item 5: Annual Financial Reports

Council was advised that the working party established at the last meeting to examine the Year 2000 
Problem had met and established priorities. Council was advised that the working party would report 
shortly.

Item 10: Report from Chairman, Union Board

The Chancellor reported that a meeting had been convened, following the last Council meeting, at which 
she, the student and staff Council members, the Chair of the Union Board, and the Vice-Chancellor had 
discussed further the processes leading to the outsourcing of Union food services. Council was informed 
that Mr Radik, in his role as Chair of the Union Board, had later met with the student members and some 
office bearers from the student associations. Council noted that there was now an understanding that due 
process had been observed even though there remained concern about the outcome.

ITEM 2: COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP

The Secretary reported that a meeting of the ad hoc committee appointed to consider Council 
membership had taken place at 3 pm, before the Council meeting. The committee had considered 
matters as follows:

Appointment of Deputy Chancellor

The committee recommended to Council that Mr McGhie be appointed under section 11(1)(ab) of the 
Act as Deputy Chancellor, thus freeing his position on Council under section 11(2). 

Resolution No. C58/2

Council agreed to exercise its power under section 11(1)(ab) of the Act and appointed Mr 
Peter McGhie as Deputy Chancellor for the period to 6 July 1999.

Other Categories of Persons for membership

Council noted that it had two positions available to it under section 11(2) and that it had a choice of 
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leaving them both vacant, filling one and holding one position vacant as a contingency or it could fill 
both vacant positions now.

Council was advised that the committee had considered nominations for membership positions from the 
following categories of persons: indigenous persons, media/commerce, building/ manufacturing and 
public sector. The committee had been given some names for consideration, all of which were males. 
The Chancellor urged Council members to consider suitably qualified women as well to fill these 
positions, and some names were suggested. Council also noted that there was a vacant position at the 
disposal of the Chief Minister and Council could provide nominations for this position.

Resolution No. C58/3

Council agreed to fill one of the positions available to it as soon as a suitable person who was willing to 
serve could be identified. Council authorised the Chancellor to approach potential candidates to 
ascertain their availability.

ITEM 3: VICE-CHANCELLOR’S REPORT

THE WIDER CONTEXT

Clinical Nursing Chair

Council noted that the ACT Government proposed to establish a Clinical Chair in Nursing to be based in 
the Medical School at the Canberra Hospital. The Vice-Chancellor indicated that three universities 
would be likely to be invited to bid to have carriage of this position including the University of 
Canberra. 

Voluntary Student Unionism

Council was advised that it was likely that the Commonwealth Minister for Employment, Education, 
Training and Youth Affairs, Dr David Kemp, would seek to remove the ability of universities to levy 
compulsory fees for membership of student bodies. The undergraduate student member of Council, Mr 
O’Halloran, outlined the issues and tabled material concerning 'voluntary student unionism'. Council 
indicated concern about the possible impact that the introduction of such measures might have on many 
services of a non-academic nature currently funded from the existing amenities and services fee and 
considered that the implications of such a change required examination.

Resolution No. C58/4

Council agreed to establish a working party comprising Mr P McGhie, Mr J Radik, Dr S Rickard, Mr R 
Ayres and Mr P O'Halloran to examine the implications for the University of the introduction of 
voluntary student unionism in the form proposed. The Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor asked to be kept 
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informed of the committee's activities.

Visit to Myanmar and Vietnam

The Vice-Chancellor informed Council of his recent visit to several south-east Asian countries, 
including Vietnam and Myanmar. 

Council noted that he had had discussions with the Vice-Rector of the National University of Vietnam 
concerning the prospect of UC teaching 2 cohorts of their students our curriculum in Vietnam. Council 
noted that this might be a significant opportunity for the University. 

In Myanmar the Vice-Chancellor had had discussions with the Ministry of Education concerning the 
possibility of the University of Canberra being involved in the modernisation of the curriculum in their 
university sector. Council noted that this country has a government which is not in favour in most of the 
world but that it offered an opportunity for UC to do what it does well. Council noted that the University 
of Canberra had been prepared to become involved in other countries ahead of the vanguard in the past 
with good results. Council was advised that staff would not be required to go to Myanmar. Staffing for 
posts such as these would be by specific recruitment. 

Senior members of the University would visit both Vietnam and Myanmar to investigate possible 
projects and to evaluate the costs and likely funding sources.

THE UNIVERSITY

Advertisement for Professor of Education

The Vice-Chancellor reported to Council that the Vice-Chancellor’s Advisory Committee had received a 
request from the Dean of the Faculty of Education to advertise for a Professor in Education. In the light 
of impending staff retirements at senior levels in the Faculty, VCAC recommended to Council that the 
position be advertised and that the Vice-Chancellor be authorised to establish a selection panel in the 
usual way.

Resolution No. C58/5

Council authorised advertisement of the position of Professor of Education and authorised the Vice-
Chancellor to establish a selection panel in the usual way.

National Institute of Design

Council noted that the University had joined with the Canberra Institute of Technology (CIT) to launch 
the National Institute of Design on 4 March 1997. The National Institute of Design would provide a 
national focus for excellence in all disciplines of design from industrial design and multimedia to 
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photography, architecture, landscape architecture, graphic design, visual arts and cyber publication. It 
would offer research, industry development, a bi-annual convention, internships, research grants and 
fellowships and promote best practice.

Other linking activities

1. Council further noted that in another cooperative effort, UC and CIT had been selected to provide 
training in leadership and management for the new Commonwealth service provider, Centrelink. The 
successful tender by UC and CIT won from an original 80 other interested parties. The pilot program 
commenced in March with a selection of short courses, graduate certificate and masters programs 
tailored to meet the specific needs of Centrelink. 

2. Council noted that the University has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with one of the 
leading Spanish language institutes in South America. His Excellency Luis Guillermo Sorzano, the 
Colombian Ambassador represented the InstitutoCaroyCuervo (ICC) in Colombia. 

3. Council was pleased to note that the University is the first educational institution in Australia to enter 
into an agreement with the Australian Heritage Commission to undertake collaborative projects in the 
area of cultural heritage. The Memorandum of Understanding spanned internships, short course and 
research provision, staff exchanges, joint seminars, collaborative research and partnerships with the 
ARC Industry, Research and Training program. 

Visiting Artist

Council noted that Christopher Robertson has joined the Faculty of Environmental Design for six 
months as a University’s Visiting Artist. Christopher is a master craftsman and designer who has 
established a national and international reputation with work in the collections of the Australian National 
Gallery, the Art Gallery of Western Australia and the Museum of Applied Arts, Sydney. 

FOR NOTING

Council noted the following:

●     The Records Management Association of Australia had given five year recognition to three 
courses in the Faculty of Communication: Bachelor of Information Management (Honours); 
Bachelor of Information Management (Library and Information Studies) and Bachelor of 
Information Management (Office Management). The University of Canberra was the first 
educational institution to have its records and information management courses so recognised. 

●     Associate Professor Richard Norris would help set up an assessment scheme, similar to the 
National River Health Program, in Indonesia, as a new international project for the CRC for 
Freshwater Ecology. 

●     Professor Colin Pearson had been elected as Vice-President of the London-based International 
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Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works. 
●     Professor Bob Kearney had been appointed for three years to the Board of the Australian 

fisheries Management Authority by the NSW Minister for Resources and Energy. 
●     Associate Professor Richard Norris had been appointed to the ACT Government’s Flora and 

Fauna Committee by the ACT Environment Minister, Gary Humphries. 
●     Dr Brian Egloff had been appointed to the ACT Heritage Council 
●     Dr Martin Thoms had been appointed one of the independent scientists to assist the Barwon 

Darling River Management Committee on setting of river flow objectives for this river system. 
Dr Thoms had also been elected to a UN international scientific team to advise the Lesotho 
Highlands Development corporation on environmental flows and the possible impact of dams and 
flow regulation. 

●     The Geological Society of Australia and the Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy 
have awarded Dr Leah Moore the 1997/1998 Bicentennial Gold ‘88 Endowment to attend the 
Regolith ‘98 Conference in Kalgoorlie in May this year. 

●     Microsoft, in revising its popular computer based encyclopaedia Encarta had appointed Associate 
Professor Arthur Georges to write the section on Reptiles, and Dr Will Osborne to write the 
section on Amphibians. 

●     The 1998 Australian Society of Herpetologists Prize for the Best Paper given by an Honours or 
Masters student, was won by UC Honours student, Kerry Beggs, for her work Melding the 
physical and the physiological: do thermal gradients cause developmental asynchrony in turtle 
nests? 

ITEM 4: REPORT OF ACADEMIC BOARD

Council received and considered the report of Academic Board Meeting No 98/2 and dealt with the 
following matters:

Review of Areas of Emerging Research Strength

Council noted reports from Review Committees regarding the Centre for Human and Biomedical 
Science and Advanced Telecommunications Centre and Academic Board’s recommendation that the 
Centres be designated as University Research Centres.

Resolution No. C58/6

Council approved the designation of the Gadi Centre (formerly known as the Centre for Human and 
Biomedical Science) as a University Research Centre.

Resolution No. C58/7

Council approved the designation of the Centre for Advanced Telecommunications and Quantum 
Electronics Research (formerly know as the Advanced Telecommunications Centre) as a University 
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Research Centre.

Progress Report on the University of Canberra College.

Council received and noted the progress report on the University of Canberra College.

Request for a change to the Courses of Study (Degree of Doctor) Rules

Resolution No. C58/8

Council agreed that the Courses of Study (Degree of Doctor) Rules 1995 be amended to allow Academic 
Board on the recommendation of the University Higher Degrees and Postgraduate Scholarships 
Committee, to make exceptions in special circumstances and on a case by case basis, to the requirement 
that students who are transferring from PhD studies at another university to PhD studies at this 
University be required to enrol for a period of not less than four semesters. (Rule 11, Sub-rule 3). 
Council referred the matter to the Legislation Committee for implementation.

ITEM 5: REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Council received and noted the Period 3 report to 19 March 1998. Council noted advice that a longer 
term perspective would be presented to the next Council meeting. Council also noted that financial 
performance indicators were being developed by the Committee.

ITEM 6: RECONCILIATION OF CAMPUS

Council received a memorandum and draft statement prepared by the Vice-Chancellor on Reconciliation 
on Campus by the Council of the University of Canberra. Council members discussed the proposed 
statement.

Resolution No. C58/9

Council agreed, with minor changes to the order, to release the statement titled "Reconciliation by the 
Council of the University of Canberra" as its statement concerning the need for reconciliation.

ITEM 7: PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT REPORT

Council received a three part report from the Secretary comprising: Performance Assessment report 
from meeting held on 28 February 1988; the Role of a Council Member and Recommendations for 
Change.

Council noted the report of the performance assessment meeting and the paper from the Vice-Chancellor 
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describing the Role of the Council Member. Council noted that this description would be used in 
information to be given to prospective and new Council members.

Council noted that the Vice-Chancellor would provide Council with information concerning outcomes 
of past decisions and that a system for monitoring Council decisions would be put in place. Council 
noted that development of performance indicators for Council and the University would be taken up in 
the strategic planning process. 

Council considered the recommendations for change proposed by the Secretary.

Resolution No. C58/10

Council agreed to accept the recommendations and in particular, agreed in principle to change the 
schedule of meeting dates for Council meetings from 1999 such that meetings would be held on the first 
Wednesday of every second month commencing in February 1999. Council asked that the proposed 
schedule be promulgated to the University community for comment before it is confirmed.

Of the other recommendations Council asked that the list of items for the proposed orientation pack 
include a copy of the current University strategic plan, and that consideration be given to having a 
photograph of each member of Council included with the material for publication on the World Wide 
Web.

ITEM 8: MEMBERSHIP OF UNIVERSITY PROMOTIONS COMMITTEE

Council received a paper from the Chair of the Promotions Committee, Professor Alan Cripps, 
recommending the extension of membership of the Senior Academic Member and one of the Academic 
Members for a further one year. 

Resolution No. C58/11

Council agreed that the terms of membership of the Promotions Committee for the Senior Academic 
Member, Associate Professor E Martin, and the Academic Member, Ms L Warne, be extended for a 
period of one year to April 1999.

ITEM 9: NOMENCLATURE FOR NEW ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS

Council endorsed the nomenclature for new Associate Professors of the University, namely:

William Cheung Associate Professor in Electronics and Communications 
Engineering
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Marilyn Fleer Associate Professor in Education

Ken McQueen Associate Professor in Landscape Evolution and Mineral 
Exploration

Linda Reaby Associate Professor in Nursing

ITEM 10: REAPPOINTMENT OF DEANS

Council received and noted a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor which set out minor changes to 
procedures in relation to a reappointment of Deans. Council also considered a tabled paper from the 
Vice-Chancellor reporting his consultations within these modified procedures and requesting Council to 
approve an extension to the term of appointment of Associate Professor Graham Pollard as Dean of the 
Faculty of Information Sciences and Engineering.

Resolution No. C58/12

Council approved Professor Pollard’s reappointment as Dean of the Faculty of Information Sciences and 
Engineering, for a period of not more than four years, and authorised the Vice-Chancellor to finalise the 
term with Professor Pollard on his return.

ITEM 11: REPORT OF THE ACADEMIC STAFF COMMITTEE

Council received and noted the annual report of the Academic Staff Committee concerning outside 
studies programs.

ITEM 12: DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1997

Council received and noted the Draft Annual Report of the University of Canberra for 1997.

ITEM 13: STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 1998-2000

Council received and noted the University of Canberra Strategic Plan 1988-2000.

ITEM 14: USE OF THE SEAL

Council received and noted a report from the Vice-Chancellor on the use of the University Seal.

ITEM 15: OTHER BUSINESS
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Establishment of Foundation

Council received a paper from the Vice-Chancellor asking Council to establish a Foundation as an entity 
to raise funds for the University.

Resolution No. C58/13

Council agreed to establish the University of Canberra Foundation as a University entity with the aim of 
providing financial and other means to assist the University to meet its functions, values and principles 
through the encouragement of gifts, bequests and grants to the University for use in discharging the 
purposes of the University.

Resolution No. C58/14

Council agreed that the Guidelines at Appendix 1 of the Compton Report (November 1996) be accepted 
as the basis for preparation of a Constitution for the Foundation.

Resolution No. C58/15

Council appointed the following as the first Directors of the Foundation:

■     Mr Tony Ayers 
■     Dr John Grant 
■     Ms Gill McFeat Lin 
■     Mr Jim Murphy 
■     The Chancellor ex officio and 
■     Vice-Chancellor ex officio

There being no other business the Council meeting closed at 6.45 pm.

Go to top of document

 

[ UC Home | What's New? | Search UC | Help ]

Copyright © 1998 University of Canberra. 
Problems & Technical Issues? 

http://www.canberra.edu.au/secretariat/council/uc_cm_58.html (11 of 12)21/09/2006 10:55:22 AM

http://www.canberra.edu.au/
http://www.canberra.edu.au/cgi-helpdesk/whats-new.pl
http://www.canberra.edu.au/uc/search/top.html
http://www.canberra.edu.au/uc/help/index.html
http://www.canberra.edu.au/cc/cwis/problem_feedback.html


UC - Minutes of Council Meeting No. 58

Content Custodian: Graeme Dennett  
Last Modified: Wednesday, 09-Dec-98 

http://www.canberra.edu.au/secretariat/council/uc_cm_58.html (12 of 12)21/09/2006 10:55:22 AM

mailto:grd@adminserver.canberra.edu.au

	www.canberra.edu.au
	UC - Minutes of Council Meeting No. 58


