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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING NO. 48

held on Wednesday 2 October 1996 

PRESENT:

●     Ms W McCarthy (Chancellor)
●     Professor D Aitkin
●     Associate Professor C Annice
●     Ms R Brooks
●     Ms P Cooper
●     Ms W Dunne
●     Dr M A Edwards
●     Mr J R Hanratty
●     Mr I Mackintosh
●     Ms G McFeat Lin
●     Mr H Powell 
●     Mr G R Dennett (Secretary)

APOLOGIES:

●     Associate Professor B Alderman 
●     Mr P McGhie
●     Ms K Price 

IN ATTENDANCE:
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●     Dr J M Grant
●     Ms H Maxwell
●     Professor Ingrid Moses
●     Mr J Radik
●     Professor R Tomasic

Welcome of new and re-elected members

The Chancellor welcomed newly elected members - Ms Renee Brooks and Ms Gillian McFeat Lin as 
undergraduate and postgraduate student members respectively - and re-elected members - Ms Pat 
Cooper as graduate member and Associate Professor Clem Annice and Mr James Hanratty as the 
academic staff members. 

Adoption of Agenda

Council confirmed the order of the agenda with Items 3 to 10 inclusive and Item 14 being listed for 
discussion, and Items 7 and 14 being considered in camera at the end of the meeting.

ITEM 1: MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Council received the minutes of Council Meeting No. 47 held on 21 August 1996.

Resolution No. C 48/1

Council agreed to accept the minutes of Council Meeting No. 47 as a true record of proceedings.

ITEM 2: MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:

Matters Arising From the Minutes of the Previous Meeting (No. 46)

Item 2: Report of the Executive Remuneration Committee

The Vice-Chancellor clarified for the benefit of Council members that contracts issued to the Deputy 
Vice-Chancellors had included the words: "Appointment is for a period of five years with the possibility 
of renewal. Six months' notice of intention to resign will be required and Council will give 6 months' 
notice of its intention to offer renewal of appointment."

Item 10: Report of Academic Board

Completion of Awards
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The Vice-Chancellor referred to the discussion which had taken place at the last meeting concerning the 
difference between granting an award and conferring an award and clarified that Academic Board made 
decisions about granting degrees and Council authorised conferral. The Vice-Chancellor advised that the 
Conferring of Awards Rules 1995 stated that "a person on whom an award has been conferred in 
accordance with these Rules is entitled ... to style himself or herself in accordance with the title of that 
award". The Vice-Chancellor foreshadowed a recommendation to Council to change to these Rules to 
allow a person to style himself or herself in accordance with the title of the award once Academic Board 
had granted the award rather than waiting until the award had been conferred.

UNION BOARD : TRANSITION ARRANGEMENTS 

Council received and considered a paper prepared by the Vice-Chancellor on transition arrangements 
relating to the consolidation of accounts for the purposes of auditing and financial reporting to 
Parliament. 

Resolution No. C 48/2

Council authorised amendment of the Constitution of the University Union to provide for co-option of 
an elected member of the previous Union Board as a member of the new Board for a transition period.

Resolution No. C 48/3

Council agreed to invite the previous Deputy Chair, Ms Emma Datson, to be a member of the Union 
Board for the period to 30 September 1997.

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE UNION BOARD AND THE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 

Council received and considered a paper prepared by the Vice-Chancellor on the relationship between 
the Union Board and the Activities Committee. Council noted that Students' Association, through the 
Vice-Chancellor's Student Advisory Committee, had requested that the chairperson of the Activities 
Committee of the Union Board be elected from and by the membership of the University Union (rather 
than appointed by the Union Board) and that the chairperson be made a member ex officio of the Union 
Board.

Council considered other options including (1) making a minor change to the Constitution requiring the 
Board to choose the chairperson of the Activities Committee from among the elected Board members; 
and (2) leaving the arrangement as already agreed, relying on the Board to appoint one of the elected 
members as chairperson of the Activities Centre.

Resolution No. C 48/4
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Council authorised amendment of the Constitution of the University Union to allow the chairperson of 
the Activities Committee to be elected from amongst the Committee members, to grant the chairperson 
so elected a seat on the Union Board as an ex officio, non-voting member, and to review the situation in 
a year's time.

Council noted that a person would not be disqualified from being the chair of the Activities Committee 
because he or she happened to be elected to the Union Board.

ITEM 3

: VICE-CHANCELLOR'S REPORT

THE WIDER CONTEXT

The Vice-Chancellor reported that the fundamental disagreements between the Government and the 
Universities over funding were continuing, and that there was no longer unanimity about this matter 
within the AVCC. The Vice-Chancellor advised that the extent to which the funding changes and the 
increased HECS charges would be accepted in the Senate remained unclear.

THE UNIVERSITY

Industrial Action

The Vice-Chancellor advised that, for the third time in as many years, the University was in the throes of 
industrial conflict. (This matter is dealt with under Item 4.)

Nursing Conference

The Vice-Chancellor reported that he had recently attended the Second Nursing Academy International 
Congress at Kansas City, along with ten staff from UC's School of Nursing. All had delivered papers at 
the Congress, the first of which had been held at the University of Canberra in 1994. The Vice-
Chancellor reported on the high esteem in which members of the School of Nursing were held by 
delegates to the Congress.

Council Membership

The Vice-Chancellor reported that there had not yet been any formal response from the Federal 
Government on replacement of Council members whose terms of membership had expired earlier in the 
year. The Vice-Chancellor reported that he had also been advised that it was unlikely that the transfer of 
the Act would take place in the current session.
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Profiles Meeting

Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic), Professor Ingrid Moses, reported on the recent Profiles meeting 
she had had with DEETYA. The discussions included -

the University's need to reduce postgraduate student numbers and the grant of additional time to the 
University in which to come up with a new profile in the coursework area;the lack of clarity about many 
of the issues to do with HECS and the commitment of funds to assist universities with the new HECS 
administrative arrangements;research funding and the provision of an additional $90 million for research 
over the next three years in a manner yet to be determined;the University's Equity Plan and disagreement 
with DEETYA over the University's targets for low socio-economic background students and the need 
for reducing the target for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islandersthe invitation to AV-CC to put forward 
a proposal on quality assurance.

FOR NOTING

Open Day

More than 6,000 people had visited the campus as part of the 1996 Open Day on 14 September 1996.

Film Festival

The University of Canberra Convocation would host the Australian International Film Festival on 11-13 
October 1996, commencing with the Australian premier of the most expensive French film ever made, 
The Horseman on the Roof at the Electric Shadows Cinema. The Festival would promote both film 
culture and multiculturalism and featured films from Japan, Canada, India, France, the Czech Republic, 
Sri Lanka, Singapore, Italy, Australia and the United States including Robert Altman's critically 
acclaimed new film Kansas City.

Australia's Breast Cancer Day Cocktail Party

The University had raised approximately $5,500 for breast cancer research following the successful 
cocktail party on 7 September 1996. Speakers had included the special guest, Lady Deane, wife of the 
Governor-General, and the Director of the Breast Cancer Institute of Australia, Professor John Forbes.

Campus Radio Station

The University's own radio station, Cue.FM, had officially begun broadcasting on 4 September 1996.

Law Textbook
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Head of the School of Law, Professor Eugene Clark, and Senior Lecturer in Law, Dr Keturah Whitford, 
had combined with colleagues from Tasmania, Waikato and Monash Universities to produce a legal text 
used by 60% of Australian universities. The second edition of Australian Law of Financial Institutions, 
recently published by Harcourt, Brace Publishers provided comprehensive coverage of financial 
institutions law topics, including cheques, bills of exchange, electronic banking, dispute resolution and 
international banking. They had also collaborated with academics from the University of Tasmania to 
develop an extensive teaching manual (Strategies and Guidelines for the Effective Teaching of Financial 
Institutions Law- A Lecturers Handbook and Solutions Manual) to accompany the text. 

Fellowships, Appointments and Prizes

●     Professor Kerry Kennedy, Dean of the Faculty of Education, has been elected as a Fellow of the 
Australian College of Education.

●     Professor Ann Harding, Director of the University's National Centre for Social and Economic 
Modelling, and Associate Professor Marian Sawer, Faculty of Management, had both been 
elected as Fellows of the Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia. 

●     Professor Peter Cullen had been appointed as Chair of the ACT Environment Advisory 
Committee and also as a member of the Gungahlin Development Authority specifically to 
provide advice on sustainability in urban development.

●     Dr Joe Zhou had been awarded two prizes for his work on the three-volume book, Mineral 
Deposits of China. The Chinese National Book Prize and First Prize for the Chinese Science and 
Technology Book had been awarded by the Publishing and News Commission of China. The 
book was the first openly published book providing information and data on mineral deposits in 
China. 

●     Industrial Design student Peter Zipfinger had won a $1,000 BHP prize for the design of a 
colourbond verandah system which had a structural setup and ornamentation to suit Federation 
style houses. 

●     Graphic Design student Damian Claassens had come equal-second of the twelve place-getters in 
the National Student Cover Design Competition for Design Graphics Magazine. 

Gifts

To mark the completion and occupancy of 'Bimbimbie', the residence for the University's Vice-
Chancellor, Professor and Mrs Aitkin had presented to the University a side-table made by David Street 
from recycled jarrah and iron, which had a value of $1,500.

ITEM 4: ENTERPRISE BARGAINING
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Council received and considered a report prepared by the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Administration), Dr 
John Grant, on the progress of enterprise bargaining negotiations between the University and the unions 
and received an oral report on the sixth meeting of the enterprise bargaining group held Monday 30 
September. Dr Grant reported that progress had been made in developing details of the agreement and 
that a number of clauses had been finalised, though negotiations were currently at an impasse on the 
question of salaries. He advised that the unions' claim was for a 15% salary increase while the 
University's offer was 8.9% cumulative over 24 months or 10.3% cumulative over 27 months.

Dr Grant tabled a copy of a letter he had passed to members of the enterprise bargaining group at the 
conclusion of the last meeting, advising that the University was prepared to continue negotiations on its 
current offer only if all bans affecting students were withdrawn and asking for a response to the request 
by 3pm on 2 October. Dr Grant indicated that he had had responses from two of the five unions, one 
advising that as the bans had been imposed by a vote of the membership, a vote by the membership 
would be required before the bans could be lifted, and a second advising that the matter would be 
considered in due course.

Council endorsed the principles that, in the current round of enterprise bargaining, there should be no 
major dislocation of the University's structure or functions, and that significant job loss by means other 
than natural attrition should be avoided. Members were of the opinion that it was important to find a way 
around the current impasse and urged that the views of all staff be obtained, and that all forms of 
negotiation and mediation be explored.

ITEM 5: COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP

Council received and considered a report on the deliberations of the ad hoc committee established at the 
previous Council meeting to consider Council's membership needs, and to consider names of persons 
who might be nominated for membership of Council. Council noted that the Committee had identified 
possible fields of endeavour from which suitable people for membership of Council might be drawn, 
such fields including legal practice, a senior scientist, manufacturing or entrepreneurial business, service 
industries other than education such as health or tourism or communication, primary industry.

Resolution No. C 48/5

Council agreed to postpone filling the vacant Council position at its disposal until the Governor-General 
appointments were known.

ITEM 6: COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

Council received and considered a paper prepared by the Vice-Chancellor on the implementation of 
changes to the membership of Council committees. 
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Council noted changes to -

the membership and structure of the Equal Opportunity Committee and its sub-committee (the Sexual 
Harassment Committee);the terms of reference, membership and structure of the Academic Staff 
Committee and General Staff Committee.

Resolution No. C 48/6

Council approved changes to the Terms of Reference of the Buildings and Site Committee and Finance 
Committee as indicated in the agenda paper.

Resolution No. C 48/7

Council approved a change to the structure of the University Promotions Committee substituting the 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic) ex officio in place of "a nominee of the Vice-Chancellor being a 
member of the academic staff".

Resolution No. C 48/8

Council filled vacancies on the following Council committees as indicated -

●     Buildings and Site Committee - Associate Professor Belle Alderman as Chair; Ms Gillian McFeat 
Lin as student member in attendance with speaking rights.

●     Legislation Committee - Ms Pat Cooper as Chair pro tem.
●     Student Conduct Committee - Ms Renee Brooks as student member.
●     Student Conduct Appeals Board - Dr Meredith Edwards as Chair pro tem; Associate Professor 

Belle Alderman and Ms Gillian McFeat Lin as the two other members of Council.
●     Union Board - Mr Peter McGhie as Chair pro tem subject to his agreement.

Resolution No. C 48/9

Council agreed to defer discussion of the membership of the remaining committees until vacant Council 
positions had been filled.

Resolution No. C 48/10

Council agreed to place the matter of a Futures Committee on the next agenda.

A Council member also flagged the following items for discussion at the next meeting:

definition of "in attendance with speaking rights";consultation processes; andtraining and induction for 
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new members of Council, Academic Board and Faculty Boards.

ITEM 7: AWARD OF HONORARY DEGREE

This item was considered in camera.

Council received and considered a paper prepared by the Vice-Chancellor that had been endorsed by the 
Honorary Degrees Committee and the Board of Deans, proposing the award of an honorary degree to 
His Majesty Bhumibol Adulyadej, King of Thailand, who was celebrating the 50th year of a remarkable 
reign. It was proposed that the University honour him, especially for his recognition that fundamental to 
the democratic development of Thailand was the education of its people.

Resolution No. C 48/11

Council agreed to exercise its power under rule 9 (1) of the Honorary Degree Rules, and admitted the 
King of Thailand, His Majesty Bhumibol Adulyadej, Rama IX of the Chakri Dynasty, to the honorary 
degree of Doctor of the University. Council authorised the Chancellor, on behalf of the University, to 
confer the honorary degree upon His Majesty at a time and place to be determined.

ITEM 8: REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE

Council received and considered the report of the Finance Committee including the 1997-1999 Budget 
and Financial Statements for Period 9, 1996.

Resolution No. C 48/12

Council agreed to accept the report of the Finance Report.

ITEM 9: REPORT OF ACADEMIC BOARD

Council received and considered the report of Academic Board Meeting 96/6.

ADDITION OF NEW AWARDS TO THE STATUTE

Resolution No. C 48/13 

Council granted approval for two new awards to be added to the Courses and Awards Statute, namely 
the Master of International Business and the Graduate Diploma of International Business.

COMPLETION OF PHDS
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Resolution No. C 48/14

Council admitted to the award of Doctor of Philosophy:

●     Ms Sina Vaai (for the thesis entitled Literary Representations in Western Polynesia: Colonialism 
and Indigeneity);

●     Ms Dorothy Tunbridge (for the thesis entitled Mammals of the Dreaming: An historical ethno-
mammalogy of the Flinders Ranges); and

●     Mr Alan Watchman (for the thesis entitled Properties and dating of silica skins associated with 
rock art).

and noted that the degrees would be conferred at the next Graduation Ceremonies.

DATES FOR CELEBRATION OF STONE DAY

Resolution No. C 48/15

Council approved the following dates for the celebration of Stone Day 1997-1999:

●     Friday 31 October 1997
●     Friday 30 October 1998
●     Friday 29 October 1999

The Vice-Chancellor undertook to investigate arrangements in place for the 1996 Stone Day, currently 
scheduled for 25 October.

ITEM 10: REPORT OF BUILDINGS AND SITE COMMITTEE

Council received and considered the report of the Buildings and Site Committee and noted items 
concerning office space standards, space for learning centres, the jogging track and the refurbishment of 
Building 3.

Resolution No. C 48/16

Council agreed to defer consideration of construction of the jogging track until 2001.

ITEM 11: APPOINTMENT OF HONORARY PROFESSOR

Council received and considered a paper prepared by the Vice-Chancellor proposing the appointment of 
a visiting professor as an honorary professor.
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Resolution No. C 48/17

Council appointed William John McGregor Tegart FTS as Honorary Professor of Science Policy for the 
period of three years commencing on the termination of his current term as Visiting Professor of Science 
Policy.

ITEM 12: COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Council received and noted a paper prepared by the Registrar and Returning Officer on the following 
results of recent elections to Council -

Associate Professor C Annice and Mr J Hanratty re-elected as the two academic staff members of 
Council (with terms of membership of two years from 27 September 1996);

Ms Patricia Cooper re-elected as the graduate member of council (with a term of membership of two 
years from 27 September 1996);

Ms Renee Brooks elected as the undergraduate student member of Council (with a term of membership 
of one year from 27 September 1996); and

Ms Gillian McFeat Lin elected as the postgraduate student member of Council (with a term of 
membership of one year from 27 September 1996).

ITEM 13: CUPA REPORT

Council received and noted a report on the Annual General meeting of the Canberra University 
Postgraduate Association, including the reports of the President, Treasurer and the Auditor of the 
Association.

ITEM 14: OTHER BUSINESS

APPOINTMENT OF PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS AND/OR STATISTICS

Council considered this item in camera.

Council received and considered a paper prepared by the Vice-Chancellor proposing the appointment of 
Dr Alan Welsh as Professor of Statistics.

Resolution No. C 48/18

Council agreed to offer appointment as Professor of Statistics to Dr Alan Welsh.
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VICE-CHANCELLOR'S REMUNERATION PACKAGE

A member of Council raised the question of the Vice-Chancellor's remuneration package as costed to the 
University. At the Council member's request, Council agreed to minute that the indicative costing given 
to Council at its February 1996 meeting appeared to that Council member to have had Fringe Benefits 
Tax omitted.

The meeting concluded at 7.45pm.

Go to Start of document.
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