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UC - Minutes of Council Meeting No. 45

Minutes of Council Meeting No. 45 held on Wednesday 29 May 
1996 

PRESENT:

●     Ms W McCarthy (Chancellor)
●     Professor D Aitkin
●     Associate Professor B Alderman
●     Associate Professor C Annice
●     Ms P Cooper
●     Ms W Dunne
●     Dr M A Edwards
●     Ms L Mansbridge
●     Mr P McGhie
●     Mr H Powell
●     Ms K Price
●     Ms R Shrensky
●     Ms C Vardon 
●     Mr G R Dennett (Secretary)

APOLOGIES:

●     Mr J R Hanratty 
●     Mr I Mackintosh 

IN ATTENDANCE:

●     Dr J M Grant
●     Ms H Maxwell
●     Professor R Tomasic

Adoption of Agenda

Council re-ordered the agenda with Items 2, 4 and 5 being considered in camera ahead of Item 3. Items 
2 to 9 inclusive were listed for discussion.
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ITEM 1: MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Council received the minutes of Council Meeting No. 44 held on 17 April 1996.

Resolution No. C 45/1

Council agreed to accept the minutes of Council Meeting No. 44 as a true record of proceedings.

ITEM 2: ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHANCELLOR

The meeting was closed for this item.

The Chancellor reminded Councillors that, at meeting No. 37, Council had agreed to create the position 
of Deputy Chancellor to be elected by Council from amongst its members, with the appointment to be 
coterminous with that of the Chancellor. 

Resolution No. C 45/2

Council elected Mr Peter McGhie to the position of Deputy Chancellor with effect to 31 December 1997.

ITEM 3: VICE-CHANCELLOR'S REPORT

THE WIDER CONTEXT

Meeting with Minister

The Vice-Chancellor reported that he had had a meeting that afternoon with the Minister, Senator the 
Hon. Amanda Vanstone, at which he asked the Minister to expedite the appointment of external 
members to the Council of the University.

The Vice-Chancellor advised that he had raised with the Minister the matter of the progress in the 
transfer of the Act to the ACT Government, and that she would be writing to the Prime Minister to seek 
his help in the matter.

The Battle for Funds

The Vice-Chancellor advised that, since the last Council meeting, there had been increasing difficulty in 
holding the new Government to its election promises about maintaining the level of funding to higher 
education. The Vice-Chancellor conjectured that the new Minister had experienced some difficulties in 
the public handling of her portfolio to date, and that the level of public attention to higher education 
concerns was probably higher now than at any time since 1988, the year of the White Paper. The Vice-
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Chancellor advised that a 'grand coalition' of higher education interests, comprising at the moment the 
AVCC, the NTEU, CAPA and NUS, had been formed to defend the sector, an action important if 
universities were not to have operating grants reduced or students to have their HECS obligations 
increased. The Vice-Chancellor advised that the role of the Senate would be crucial, since the Higher 
Education Funding Act could be amended. Council noted the timing of changes to funding for 
universities with proposed changes not expected to reach Parliament until November.

THE UNIVERSITY

Strike Action

The Vice-Chancellor reported that National Tertiary Education Industry Union (NTEU) had called on its 
members to strike on Thursday 30 May 1996 against proposed cuts and in support of a national salary 
campaign and that there had been considerable University sympathy with the reasons for the strike. The 
Vice-Chancellor advised that staff participating in the strike were required to inform the University and 
would not be entitled to be paid for the duration of the strike. 

The New Academic Program

The Vice-Chancellor reported that the Steering Committee's comprehensive report to Academic Board, 
which had recommended outcomes for each of the Schools of the University, had been accepted by 
Academic Board at a special meeting held on 22 May 1996 and would form the basis for the 
undergraduate component of the New Academic Program to commence in 1998. The Vice-Chancellor 
advised that the Steering Committee would now commence work on the graduate and postgraduate 
components, which he anticipated would be ready for consideration by Academic Board by August or 
September.

Graduation 1996

The Vice-Chancellor reported that the University of Canberra graduation ceremonies had been 
conducted over the three days of Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 1, 2 and 3 May and that Wednesday 
morning's graduation ceremony had observed a minute's silence as a gesture of respect to the 35 people 
who had been killed in Tasmania. The Vice-Chancellor reported that the ceremonies had run smoothly 
and professionally and had been highly regarded by all who had participated. Highlights of the 
ceremonies had included:

●     Kylie McIntosh, a Faculty of Communication student, had been the winner of the Burton Medal, 
presented to the student considered to have achieved outstanding results as well as having made a 
significant contribution to the University or to the wider community.

●     Four doctorates had been presented - to Kevin Cox from Information Sciences and Engineering, 
to Gino Grassia in Applied Science and to William Maiden and Alan Cunningham from the 
Faculty of Education.
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●     Four University medals had been awarded in recognition of outstanding academic achievement - 
to Susan Cox (Bachelor of Arts in Administration), to Benjamin Elliston (Bachelor of 
Engineering in Computer Engineering with first class honours), to Nicole Garbin (Bachelor of 
Applied Science) and to Bruce Murn (Bachelor of Arts in Adult Education).

●     Two honorary doctorates had been awarded, one to Phillip Hughes, AO and the other to former 
Chancellor, Emeritus Professor Donald Horne. Professor Hughes had been the founding head of 
the Faculty of Education which was celebrating its 25th anniversary this year.

●     Two posthumous awards had been presented to honour students Shuicchi Iwanaga (Bachelor of 
Laws) and Matthew Green (Bachelor of Applied Science in Environmental Design).

The Vice-Chancellor advised that new academic gowns had been worn by both the Chancellor and the 
Vice-Chancellor. The gowns, made from Australian wool, had been locally designed and made, and 
featured the floral emblem of the ACT, the Royal Bluebell.

Purchase of Building

The Vice-Chancellor advised that the University had purchased the Wang Building, Haydon Drive 
which would be refurbished for University purposes.

Death of ex-Councillor Jock Weeden

The Vice-Chancellor advised Council of the death of Mr WJ (Jock) Weeden who had served on the 
University (then College) Council for 12 years, had chaired the Finance Committee for five years and 
had taken a keen interest in everything from the College building program to mature age admissions to 
staff development. 

FOR NOTING

●     To mark the 25th anniversary of the Faculty of Education, ACT Education Minister Bill 
Stefaniak had opened an exhibition of photographs and memorabilia, and had launched Dr Geoff 
Burkhardt's book on the history of the Faculty.

●     Senior Lecturer in Nursing, Linda Reaby, had been named the New Idea Woman of the Year for 
her work in promoting breast cancer awareness and research funding. Linda had received a 
plaque and a cheque for $10,000 most of which she had donated to the National Breast Cancer 
Centre of Australia and the Breast Cancer Institute of Australia.

●     Second year physics student Simon Hitch had been awarded a prize by the ACT Branch of the 
Australian Institute of Physics (AIP).

●     The ACT Building Science Forum had presented prizes to two University of Canberra students - 
to Kylie-JoAnn Hughes, the Study Prize for the Bachelor of Architecture, and to Meagen 
Higgins, the Study Prize for the Bachelor of Construction Management and Economics.

●     Lecturer in Nursing, Laurie Grealish, had been elected to the Board of the International Society 
of Nurses in Cancer Care. Laurie had been one of two people elected to represent different 
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nursing organisations in the Asia-Pacific region.
●     Nursing student Ruth Meissner had been awarded the Country Women's Association of NSW 

(ACT Branch) Scholarship for academic merit.
●     Design student Suzie Ballard had won second prize and the encouragement award of $500 for her 

entry for the design for the cover of Taxpack 96.
●     Professor Peter Cullen had been appointed:

i.  - as a Director of the Water Research Foundation of Australia, and a member of the 
Reference Committee, 1997 NSW State of the Environment Report;

ii.  - to the Olympic Coordinating Authority to the Landscape and Open Space Expert 
Advisory Panel; and

iii.  - as a member of the Advisory Board for the Key Centre for Biodiversity and 
Bioresources at Macquarie University.

●     Dr John Grant had been appointed as Chair of the ACT Accreditation and Registration Council in 
the ACT's Vocational Education and Training Authority until 31 December 1999. The ACT 
Accreditation and Registration Council accredits courses and registers providers in all post-
secondary school providers other than universities, and covered both the public and private 
sectors.

●     Council Member Cheryl Vardon had been appointed Director-General of Education to the 
Western Australian Government with a five-year appointment to commence in early July 1996. 
Council noted the valuable contribution Ms Vardon had made to its work since her first 
appointment in September 1994.

ITEM 4: REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE REMUNERATION COMMITTEE

The meeting was closed for this item.

The Chancellor reported, as Chair of the Executive Remuneration Committee, that the Committee, while 
agreeing to the concept of a benchmark based on the professorial salary, had not yet been able to come 
to a decision on the level of Deputy Vice-Chancellor salaries. The Chancellor advised that the 
Committee would report to the next Council meeting when it was expected that a recommendation 
would be brought forward, in the light of additional material to be considered by the Committee.

ITEM 5: SPECIAL APPOINTMENT OF PROFESSOR

The meeting was closed for this item.

Council received and considered a paper prepared by the Vice-Chancellor recommending the 
appointment of Associate Professor Dudley Cecil Creagh, who has recently retired from the Australian 
Defence Force Academy, as a special professor to assist the University to enhance its research culture.

Resolution No. C 45/3
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Council agreed to offer appointment to Dudley Cecil Creagh as Professor of Physics for the period of 
five years with effect from 1 July 1996.

ITEM 6: GOVERNMENT FUNDING FOR UNIVERSITIES

Council discussed ways in which to deal with issues relating to the proposed cuts to Commonwealth 
funding to universities. Council considered the value of having its next meeting dedicated to discussing 
future strategic directions and any alternative funding arrangements which might be put in place, and 
considered it would be valuable to have people present such as the members of the Vice-Chancellor's 
Advisory Committee and Professor Ann Harding, the Director of the National Centre for Social and 
Economic Modelling. Council considered that any Council business arising prior to the next meeting 
could be dealt with by Flying Minute.

Resolution No. C 45/4

Council agreed that its next meeting (10 July) would be dedicated to consideration of future strategic 
directions and any alternative funding arrangements which might be put in place, with no regular 
business to be considered; and agreed to invite members of the Vice-Chancellor's Advisory Committee 
to contribute to the value of such a discussion.

ITEM 7: REPORT OF "NEIGHBOURS" TASKFORCE

Council received and considered the final report of the International Taskforce Neighbours. 

Resolution No. C 45/5

Council accepted the Report of Neighbours - The International Taskforce and invited the Vice-
Chancellor to take up the recommendations with the relevant committees and groups within the 
University.

Council congratulated the members of the Taskforce for their work in preparing the Neighbours Report.

ITEM 8: REPORT OF ACADEMIC BOARD

Council received and considered the report of Academic Board meeting no. 96/3.

Academic Board Committees

Council noted that, in response to the Council decision on committees, Academic Board had determined 
the membership of Academic Board committees for 1996 and had resolved to review the structures of 
committees and their terms of reference by the end of 1996.
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Appointment of Emeritus Professor

Resolution No. C 45/6

Council appointed Professor RD Traill as an Emeritus Professor of the University.

Centre for Research in Public Sector Management

Resolution No. C 45/7

Council approved the continuation of the Centre for Research in Public Sector Management as a 
research centre of the University for the next five years.

Conferring of Awards

Resolution No. C 45/8

Council endorsed the Vice-Chancellor's decision that degrees be conferred or rescinded as shown in the 
agenda papers at pages 8/42 to 8/44.

Resolution No. C 45/9

Council exercised its powers under subrule 7(2) of the Conferring of Awards Rules 1995 and authorised 
the Chancellor to confer the degree of Doctor of Philosophy on Mr John Wickerson in absentia at a 
ceremony to be held at the Council meeting.

The Chancellor admitted John Wickerson to the degree of Doctor of Philosophy for his thesis entitled 
Managing the risks to the revenue: a new model for evaluating taxpayer audit programs.

New Awards for Statute

Resolution No. C 45/10

Council added to the Courses and Awards Statute 1995 two new awards: Master of Marketing 
Communication and Master of Advertising and Public Relations.

ITEM 9: REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Council received and considered the report of the Finance Committee meeting of 13 May 1996 and 
noted the Period 4 1996 financial statements.
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Resolution No. C 45/11

Council approved the 1996-2001 Capital Expenditure and Funding Program.

ITEM 10: REPORT OF THE ACADEMIC STAFF COMMITTEE

Council received and noted the report of the Academic Staff Committee for 1995.

ITEM 11: COMMITTEE FOR ETHICS IN HUMAN RESEARCH - ANNUAL 
REPORT 1995

Council received and noted the 1995 Annual Report of the Committee for Ethics in Human Research.

ITEM 12: USE OF THE UNIVERSITY SEAL

Council received and noted a report from the use of the University Seal.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm.
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