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21.  Election of Staff and Student Members of Council 
22.  Numbers of Central Administration Staff in Continuous Employment 
23.  Use of University Seal 
24.  Other Business 

PRESENT:

●     Emeritus Professor D R Horne (Chancellor)
●     Professor D Aitkin 
●     Ms W Dunne
●     Ms W J Guest
●     Mr J R Hanratty
●     Mr W J Harris
●     Ms A Law-Smith
●     Ms W McCarthy
●     Mr P McGhie
●     Mr J M P Radik
●     Associate Professor G Taylor
●     Mr J Wood
●     Mr G Eadie (Secretary)

APOLOGIES:

●     Associate Professor C Annice
●     Ms P Cooper
●     Dr M A Edwards
●     Mr C W Freeland
●     Mr I Mackintosh
●     Justice D F O'Connor

IN ATTENDANCE:

●     Mr G R Dennett
●     Dr J M Grant

The Chancellor welcomed the newly elected members of Council to their first meeting.

Adoption of Agenda
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Council confirmed the order of the agenda with item 13 to be considered last in closed session. Council 
noted requests to star items 11 and 17.

ITEM 1: MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Council received the minutes of Council meeting No. 27 held on the 7 July 1993.

RESOLUTION No. C 28/1

Council agreed to accept the minutes of Council Meeting no. 27 as a true record of proceedings.

ITEM 2: VICE-CHANCELLOR'S REPORT

The ACU Congress, Swansea

The Vice-Chancellor reported on his attendance at the 15th quinquennial meeting of the Association of 
Commonwealth Universities. 

Changes to the University's Top Structure

The Vice-Chancellor informed Council that the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Administration), Mr Graham 
Eadie, had advised him of his intention to retire from the University on 31 March 1994. The Vice-
Chancellor indicated that he planned to modify the top management structure of the University by 
rearranging the duties of the remaining Pro Vice-Chancellors, and strengthening the next level down by 
creating the post of Registrar and a corresponding post, with a title such as "Comptroller", for the 
financial side of the University's administration. The Vice-Chancellor indicated that he would bring a 
new organisational structure to Council at its November meeting.

The Quality Audit

The Vice-Chancellor reported to Council that the University's submission for the Quality Audit had been 
made on time and the University now awaits the visit of the review group from the Committee for 
Quality Assurance in Higher Education. 

Profiles Negotiations

Council was advised that the educational profile negotiations with the Government would take place on 
22 October 1993 and that the issue of the newly established "school-leaver" target would be taken up 
with DEET officials. Council noted that the new target was to be based on actual enrolments in 1990, a 
year of great over-enrolment for the University. The Vice-Chancellor advised Council that he had 
written to DEET asking that the target be based on the 1989 actual or 1990 planned enrolment figures. 
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Council was also advised that the new proposals included a reduction in research infrastructure funding 
and a reduction in Australian Postgraduate Awards.

Taskforce Reports

The Vice-Chancellor advised Council that he had received the final report of the Environmental 
Taskforce and copies were tabled for the information of members. Council noted that the matter would 
be placed on the agenda for Council's next meeting.

Council was advised that a draft of the report of the third taskforce, AdLib, on the administrative 
systems of the University had been included in the quality submission and would be circulated soon to 
the University community.

The Vice-Chancellor advised Council that he intended to establish a fourth taskforce whose brief would 
be to examine the University as a residential environment. Council noted that the membership of the 
proposed taskforce would include equal numbers of students, general staff and academic staff.

Building Matters

The Vice-Chancellor drew the attention of Council to the entrance obelisks which had been erected at 
the north and south gates of the University. Council was advised that a main entrance to the University, 
off Haydon Drive, was planned for construction in 1994/95 and required the approval of the ACT 
Government.

Council noted that The Hub commercial development was now fully occupied.

Australian Network for Science and Technology Policy

The Vice-Chancellor foreshadowed that he would present Council with a formal proposal at its the next 
meeting for the establishment of an Australian Network for Science and Technology Policy to be based 
at the University. The Vice-Chancellor asked Council to establish a committee to consider the 
appointment of a particular individual who would be Director of the proposed network and a professor 
in the University.

RESOLUTION No. C 28/2

Council agreed to establish an appointment committee with membership to be determined by the Vice-
Chancellor to explore the appointment of a director of the proposed network.

Other Matters
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The Vice-Chancellor reported to Council on (i) a very successful series "Canberra: Face of the Nation?" 
which had been organised by Associate Professor Terry Birtles in conjunction with the Canberra 
business community and the ACT Government, (ii) negotiations with Carleton University in Ottawa and 
Memorial University in Newfoundland, about the establishment of formal exchange agreements with 
each University, (iii) the acceptance by the Australian Government of a proposal by Senior Lecturer in 
Nursing, Ms Linda Reaby that a National Breast Cancer Day be instituted, (iv) the establishment of the 
Centre for Australian Cultural Studies - a joint venture of ANU, ADFA and this University, (v) the issue 
of a postage stamp by French Polynesia commemorating 15 years of significant contribution to the 
learning of mathematics in the Pacific by the Australian Mathematics Competition, and a number of 
other matters.

ITEM 3: APPOINTMENT OF DEAN, FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE

Council received a report from the selection panel established to recommend on the appointment of a 
Dean of the Faculty of Applied Science. The report was circulated to members of Council at the meeting.

Council noted that advertisement of the post had attracted 24 applications from around Australia 
including two female candidates. Council was advised that referee's comments had been sought for 
fourteen candidates and a shortlist of four candidates for interview, including one female, had been 
drawn up. Council noted that each shortlisted candidate had been asked to make a presentation to the 
Faculty and had been interviewed by the panel.

RESOLUTION No. C 28/3

Council agreed to the recommendation of the selection panel that appointment as Dean of the Faculty of 
Applied Science be offered to Associate Professor Allan Cripps for an initial period of 5 years. Council 
also agreed that Professor Cripps be offered a tenured Professorship in the Faculty of Applied Science.

Council noted a suggestion that candidates for University appointments should be required to nominate 
one referee of each sex. The Vice-Chancellor indicated that he would refer this matter to the Equal 
Opportunity Committee for consideration.

ITEM 4: FACULTY PRESENTATION: APPLIED SCIENCE - MS ANNE 
McMAHON

Council received a written report from Ms Anne McMahon, Acting Dean of the Faculty of Applied 
Science. Ms McMahon illustrated her address to Council with slides highlighting the Faculty's activities. 
Ms McMahon answered questions from members of Council concerning her Faculty.

ITEM 5: REPORT OF ACADEMIC BOARD
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1. Council received the report of Academic Board meeting no. 93/5 and dealt with matters as follows:

Accreditation Matters

RESOLUTION No. C 28/4

Council agreed to extend the period of accreditation until 31 December 1994 of the courses leading to 
the awards of : 

degree of Bachelor of Applied Science in Applied Physics 
degree of Bachelor of Applied Science in Electronics 
degree of Bachelor of Applied Science in Mathematics 
Graduate Diploma in Applicable Mathematics 
Graduate Diploma in Electronics

RESOLUTION No. C 28/5

Council agreed to accredit the specialisation in Resource and Environmental Science of the course 
leading to the award of degree of Bachelor of Applied Science for a period of 6 years from 1 January 
1993 to 31 December 1998.

2. Council received the report of Academic Board meeting no. 93/6 concerning the review of the Faculty 
of Applied Science. Council noted that the Academic Board had received the report of the review panel 
and the Faculty's comments of the review panel's recommendations. Council received 33 
recommendations from Academic Board concerning the review of the Faculty of Applied Science. 

Mr Hanratty proposed deletion of recommendation 10. Council did not agree to this proposal. 

RESOLUTION No. C 28/6

Council agreed to accept the 33 recommendations and reaccredited courses leading to the awards shown 
below for a period of 4 years from 1 January 1993 to 31 December 1996.

Associated Diploma of Applied Science 
degree of Bachelor of Applied Science 
Specialisations for the degree of Bachelor of Applied Science in  

- Environmental and Analytical Chemistry 
- Human Biology 
- Medical Laboratory Science 
- Nutritional Science 
- Conservation of Cultural Materials 
- Cultural Heritage Management 
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degree of Bachelor of Nursing 
degree of Bachelor of Applied Science in Nursing Science [both one year conversion course and 
18 month conversion course] 
degree of Bachelor of Applied Science in Sports Studies [Sports Coaching course] 
degree of Bachelor of Arts in Sports Studies [Sports Administration course] 
degree of Bachelor of Arts in Sports Studies [Sports Media course] 
degree of Bachelor of Applied Science (Honours) 
Specialisations for the degree of Bachelor of Applied Science (Honours) in 

- Analytical Chemistry 
- Applied Ecology 
- Clinical Biochemistry 
- Conservation of Cultural Materials< 
- Cultural Heritage Environment 
- Geology 
- Human Physiology 
- Immunology 
- Microbial Ecology 
- Remote Sensing and Geographic Information Systems 
- Water Science 

Graduate Diploma in Applied Science 
Specialisations for Graduate Diploma in Applied Science in  

- Public Health Nutrition 
- Resource Management 

Graduate Diploma in Nursing 
Postgraduate Diploma in Applied Psychology 
degree of Master of Applied Science 
degree of Master of Nursing 
degree of Master of Applied Science in Sports Studies 
degree of Master of Arts in Sports Studies

Council noted that recommendation 3 concerning the review of the role of the generic degree 
course leading to the award of Bachelor of Applied Science should take into account courses 
leading to this award in other faculties of the University. Council also noted that 
recommendations 7, 8, 15, 20, 24, 25, 27 and 33 would be passed to the Vice-Chancellor as they 
called for University-wide action.

ITEM 6: REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Council received a report of the Finance Committee meeting held on 15 September 1993. 

Financial Systems Review
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Council was advised that the Committee had received and considered the Financial Systems 
Review which had been prepared by the Chief Accountant at Council's request. Council noted 
that the review document had been forwarded to Council without alteration and recommended for 
acceptance.

RESOLUTION No. C 28/7

Council agreed to accept the recommendations of the Financial Systems Review as set out in 
sections A.3, C.9 and D.3 concerning budgeting policies, financial reporting and expenditure 
control. 

Council noted that a revised system based on the Financial Systems Review would be put in 
place in the financial year commencing 1 January 1994.

Financial Statements for the period 1 January to 11 August 1993

Council received and noted financial statements concerning the first 8 budget periods of the 1993 
financial year. Council was advised that the Finance Committee had reviewed the reports and 
considered them generally favourable since overall actual levels of expenditure did not exceed 
budgeted sums.

ITEM 7: REPORT OF THE FUTURES COMMITTEE

Council received and noted the report of the Futures Committee meeting held on 8 September 
1993. Council noted that the Futures Committee had endorsed the Vice-Chancellor's plan to 
restructure the senior administration on the retirement of Mr Graham Eadie in 1994.

ITEM 8: REPORT OF THE BUILDINGS AND SITE COMMITTEE

Council received and noted the report of the Buildings and Site Committee meetings of 6 August 
and 15 September 1993.

ITEM 9: REPORT OF THE STUDENT WELFARE COMMITTEE

Council received the report of the Student Welfare Committee meeting held on 10 September 
1993. Council noted the Committee's recommendations and dealt with matters as follows.

RESOLUTION No. C 28/8

Council agreed to suspend the Constitution of the Student Residents' Association until further 
notice and confirmed that the present SRA Committee should continue in office until Council 
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otherwise determined.

Council noted that the Committee supported the introduction of summer short courses, and 
supported the Vice-Chancellor's intention to consult with students living on campus with a view 
to enhancing their quality of life. Council also noted the problems of student representatives and 
that work is in progress concerning an examination of strategies for expediting grievance 
procedures. 

ITEM 10: COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

Council received a memorandum from the Secretary concerning vacancies on some Council 
committees.

RESOLUTION No. C 28/9

Council agreed to change the membership of committees as follows:

Finance Committee

Mr J Wood replacing Mr I Rae, as a student member of Council

Futures Committee

Emeritus Professor D R Horne to replace Mr W J Harris as Chairman (Mr Harris to 
remain a member) 
Ms A Law-Smith replacing Mr M Cossey, as a student member of Council

Buildings and Site Committee

Mr J Wood replacing Mr M Cossey, as a student member of Council 
Associate Professor G Taylor replacing Associate Professor J James, as an academic staff 
member of Council

Student Conduct Committee

Mr J Wood replacing Mr M Cossey, as a student member of Council

Student Conduct Appeals Board

Ms A Law-Smith replacing Mr I Rae, as a member of Council 
Associate Professor G Taylor replacing Associate Professor J James, as a member of 
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Council

Union Board of Management

Ms W Dunne replacing Associate Professor C Annice, as a member of Council

Equal Opportunity Committee

Mr J Hanratty replacing Associate Professor J James, as a staff member of Council

Student Welfare Committee

Council noted that recommendations on the membership of this Committee would come 
to a later meeting.

ITEM 11: HOUSING FINANCE SCHEME

Council received a memorandum from the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Administration) concerning an 
offer from the Commonwealth Bank to introduce a Housing Finance Scheme for staff of the 
University. Council noted that the scheme would be available to "senior staff", a term which was 
still to be defined through negotiation with the Bank. Council noted the concerns of staff about 
the use of the term "senior staff".

RESOLUTION No. C 28/10

Council endorsed the proposed Commonwealth Bank Housing Scheme for University of 
Canberra staff, and requested the Vice-Chancellor to negotiate with the bank the widest possible 
access for staff. 

ITEM 12: ESTABLISHMENT OF SELECTION PANEL FOR 
CONSIDERING SPECIAL APPOINTMENT TO ACADEMIC LEVEL E 
(PROFESSOR)

Council received a memorandum from the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Administration) seeking 
appointment of a selection committee to consider a special appointment to a Professorship.

RESOLUTION No. C 28/11

Council agreed to establish a selection committee comprising:

the Vice-Chancellor as Chair  

http://www.canberra.edu.au/secretariat/council/uc_cm_28.html (10 of 14)22/09/2006 1:45:27 PM



UC - Minutes of Council Meeting No. 28

Professor J Walker as a Dean of Faculty 
Professor P W Cullen as a senior member of the academic staff 
Associate Professor G Taylor as an academic staff member of Council 
Mr J Wood as a student member of Council 
two external members to be selected by the Vice-Chancellor from the appropriate 
academic area

ITEM 13: REAPPOINTMENT OF DIRECTOR, TESOL CENTRE

The meeting was closed for consideration of this item.

Council received a memorandum from the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Administration) recommending 
that Associate Professor P A Denham be tenured in her present position of Director of the Centre 
for the Teaching of English to Speakers of Other Languages in the Faculty of Education and 
confirmed as a tenured Associate Professor in the University. Council was advised that Professor 
Denham had occupied the position of Director of the TESOL Centre since 1985 and that she held 
a tenured appointment as a Senior Lecturer.

Mr Hanratty proposed that consideration of this item be deferred until the next meeting of 
Council. Council did not agree to this proposal.

RESOLUTION No. C 28/12

Council agreed to appoint Associate Professor P A Denham with tenure as an Associate Professor 
and to reappoint her as Director of the TESOL Centre in the Faculty of Education from 1 January 
1994.

ITEM 14: AMENITIES AND SERVICES FEE FOR 1994

Council received a memorandum from the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Administration) concerning a 
request from the Students' Association for an increase in their membership fees for 1994. Council 
was advised that the present amenities and services fee of $107 per semester comprised $18 for 
the Students' Association or Postgraduate Students' Association and $89 for the Union less 3% in 
each case retained by the University as a handling charge. Council noted that the Union had not 
sought an increase for 1994. Council recalled that in 1986 it had determined that "increases to 
Union fees should be considered only in terms of an averaged CPI increase over a number of 
years" and that this policy might be considered to apply to the whole Amenities and Services Fee.

RESOLUTION No. C 28/13

Council agreed 
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1.  that the same fee be charged for membership of the Students' Association and the 
Postgraduate's Association; 

2.  that the decision to restrict increases in fees to movements in the CPI be confirmed as 
applying to the whole of the Amenities and Services Fee; 

3.  that the students' associations component of the Amenities and Services Fee be increased 
by $3 per semester , and 

4.  that the total Amenities and Services Fee for 1994 be $110 per semester.

ITEM 15: APPOINTMENT ADJUNCT PROFESSOR OF SPORTS 
MEDICINE 

Council received a memorandum from the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Administration) proposing the 
appointment of Dr Peter Fricker as an adjunct professor in Sports Medicine. Council noted that it 
had agreed to the introduction in 1994 of a postgraduate course in Sports Medicine to be 
established within the framework of the Australian College of Sports Education, a joint venture 
between the University and the Australian Sports Commission. Council noted that Dr Fricker, 
who is employed by the Australian Sports Commission, had been instrumental in the 
development of the postgraduate course and would have major carriage of this course. Council 
was advised that his appointment as an adjunct professor in the Faculty of Applied Science would 
formally establish his membership of the Faculty which will be responsible for the administration 
of the Sports Medicine course. 

RESOLUTION No. C 28/14

Council agreed to appoint Dr Peter Fricker as Adjunct Professor of Sports Medicine for 3 years 
commencing 1 January 1994.

ITEM 16: APPOINTMENT OF HONORARY VISITING PROFESSORS

Council received a report from the appointment committee established by Council to consider the 
appointment of honorary visiting professors. Council was advised that the committee had 
considered proposals for the appointment of 2 Honorary Visiting Professors, one to the Faculty of 
Environmental Design and one to the Faculty of Applied Science.

RESOLUTION No. C 28/14

Council accepted the recommendation of the appointments committee and agreed to appoint as 
Honorary Visiting Professor in the Faculty of Environmental Design, Mr Romaldo Giurgola and 
in the Faculty of Applied Science, Dr G P Harris. Initial appointment is for a period of 12 months 
in each case. 
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ITEM 17: HEALTH & SAFETY POLICY FOR THE UNIVERSITY

Council received a memorandum from the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Administration) forwarding a 
recommendation from the University's Health and Safety Committee for the adoption of a Health 
and Safety policy. Council was advised that recent Commonwealth legislation required 
employers to formulate policy and to reach agreement with employees relating to health and 
safety in the work environment. Council noted that the University's Health and Safety Committee 
had developed a policy and negotiated agreement with the relevant trade unions concerning the 
policy.

RESOLUTION No. C 28/15

Council endorsed the policy as prepared and negotiated by the Health and Safety Committee and 
agreed to it as the "employer" party to the agreement.

Council noted that the policy did not refer to students and asked the matter of health and safety 
for students to be referred to the Health and Safety Committee for its consideration. Council also 
noted that Mr Wood, a student member of Council, had made some suggestions concerning the 
wording of the policy document and asked the Health and Safety Committee to consider his 
suggestions.

ITEM 18: UNIVERSITY OF CANBERRA UNION - AUDITED FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS

Council received and noted the audited financial statements of the University of Canberra Union 
for the year ending 31 December 1992.

ITEM 19: CANBERRA UNIVERSITY POSTGRADUATE ASSOCIATION 
REPORT

Council received and noted reports from the President, Treasurer and the Auditor of the Canberra 
University Postgraduate Association.

ITEM 20: ISSUE OF CERTIFICATES UNDER THE OBLIGATIONS 
STATUTE

Council received and noted the issue of certificates in terms of section 5 of the Obligations 
Statute.

ITEM 21: ELECTION OF SENIOR ACADEMIC STAFF AND STUDENT 

http://www.canberra.edu.au/secretariat/council/uc_cm_28.html (13 of 14)22/09/2006 1:45:27 PM



UC - Minutes of Council Meeting No. 28

MEMBERS OF COUNCIL

Council received and noted a report of the outcome of elections for the positions of senior 
academic staff member, undergraduate student member and postgraduate student member of 
Council.

ITEM 22: NUMBERS OF CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION GENERAL STAFF 
IN CONTINUOUS EMPLOYMENT

Council received and noted a report from the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Administration) concerning 
numbers of general staff in the central administration of the University in continuing employment 
as at July 1992 and July 1993.

ITEM 23: USE OF THE UNIVERSITY SEAL

Council received and noted a report from the Vice-Chancellor on the use of the University Seal.

ITEM 24: OTHER BUSINESS

Retiring Members of Council

Council recorded its appreciation of the work done by the student and staff members of Council 
whose terms had recently concluded . Council noted that the Chancellor had already written on 
Council's behalf to Mr Matthew Cossey, Associate Professor Jennifer James and Mr Ian Rae 
thanking them for their service to Council.

The meeting concluded at 7.45 pm.
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