
UC - Minutes of Council Meeting No. 27

University of Canberra

Minutes of Council Meeting No. 27

held on Wednesday 7 July 1993 

http://www.canberra.edu.au/secretariat/council/uc_cm_27.html 

© University of Canberra 1993  
Any comments may be made by e-mail to the Secretary of Council.

Go to Contents

Contents

Preamble 
1.  Minutes of Previous Meeting
2.  Council membership
3.  Vice-Chancellor's Report
4.  Faculty Presentation: Environmental Design
5.  Appointment of Professor of Law
6.  Procedures for Re-appointment of Deans
7.  Report of Finance Committee
8.  Report of Academic Board
9.  A policy for academic staff development

10.  Centre for Enhancement of Learning, Teaching and Scholarship
11.  Strategic Planning - a report from the Vice-Chancellor
12.  Membership of the Finance Committee
13.  Proposed Amendment of Union Constitution 
14.  Voluntary Student Unionism 
15.  Patent Application 
16.  Report of Buildings and Site Committee 
17.  Use of University Seal 
18.  Other Business 

http://www.canberra.edu.au/secretariat/council/uc_cm_27.html (1 of 12)22/09/2006 1:44:47 PM

mailto:grd@adminserver.canberra.edu.au


UC - Minutes of Council Meeting No. 27

PRESENT:

●     Emeritus Professor D R Horne (Chancellor)
●     Professor D Aitkin
●     Associate Professor C Annice
●     Ms P Cooper
●     Mr M Cossey
●     Ms W Dunne
●     Mr C W M Freeland
●     Mr J R Hanratty
●     Mr W J Harris
●     Associate Professor J A James
●     Mr I Mackintosh
●     Ms W McCarthy
●     Mr P McGhie
●     Justice D F O'Connor
●     Mr J M P Radik
●     Mr I Rae
●     Mr G Eadie (Secretary)

APOLOGIES:

●     Ms W J Guest
●     Dr M A Edwards

IN ATTENDANCE:

●     Mr G R Dennett
●     Dr J M Grant

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Council received additional papers including an item for consideration under other business. Council 
agreed to add item 18 to the list of matters to be discussed.

ITEM 1: MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Council received the minutes of Council Meeting No. 26 held on Wednesday 26 May 1993.

Resolution No. C 27/1
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Council agreed to accept the minutes of Council Meeting No. 26 as a true record of proceedings.

ITEM 2: COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor concerning the appointment of an additional 
member of Council. Council noted that the sub-committee appointed to advise Council on possible 
candidates for appointment to the remaining position available to Council had recommended the 
appointment of Mr Peter McGhie.

Resolution No. C 27/2

Council agreed to exercise its power under sub-section 11. (2) of the University of Canberra Act and 
appoint Mr Peter McGhie as a member of Council for a two year term commencing on 7 July 1993.

Resolution No. C 27/3

Council agreed to appoint Mr McGhie to the Finance Committee and to the Futures Committee.

The Chancellor welcomed Mr McGhie to the meeting.

ITEM 3: VICE-CHANCELLOR'S REPORT

The Quality Audit

The Vice-Chancellor advised Council that the Commonwealth Government had announced the 
membership of a committee to undertake a quality audit of the university sector. Council noted that each 
university would be visited as part of the process. The Vice-Chancellor indicated that he would address 
members of the University on 1 September about the quality audit.

Strategic Planning Retreat

The Vice-Chancellor advised Council that the members of the Vice-Chancellor's Advisory Committee 
had spent two days at a strategic planning retreat.

Council noted that as an outcome of the retreat the Committee would be responsible for strategic 
planning and for the budgeting process within parameters established by Council on the advice of the 
Futures Committee. The Vice-Chancellor advised Council that as a result the Futures Committee's role 
would move to a longer term perspective.

Resolution No. C 27/4
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Council requested the Futures Committee to review the progress of implementation of the University's 
strategic plan and to report back to Council at its November meeting.

W J Weeden Postgraduate Scholarship Trust Fund

Council was advised that Mr W J Weeden, a former member of the College Council, had made a further 
donation of $10,000 adding to previous donations of $50,000 and $10,000.

Resolution No. C 27/5

Council agreed to record its appreciation of Mr Weeden's generosity, noting that the Vice-Chancellor 
had already written thanking Mr Weeden for his outstanding support.

Mulangarri Foundation 

Council was advised that the University had received an anonymous donation of $30,000 to the 
foundation.

Other Matters

Council noted information concerning a number of matters including the Staff Club, the Hub, 
completion of the University Village Stage One, the possibility of a service station, relocation of the 
Orroral Valley 10m satellite tracking dish to the campus, and the Vice-Chancellor's impending travel.

ITEM 4: FACULTY PRESENTATION: ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN - 
PROFESSOR JUDITH BRINE

Council received a written report from Professor Judith Brine, Dean of the Faculty of Environmental 
Design. Professor Brine addressed Council and answered questions from members of Council 
concerning her Faculty. 

ITEM 5: APPOINTMENT OF PROFESSOR OF LAW 

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor reporting the recommendation of the 
selection committee established by Council to recruit a second professor of law. Council noted that the 
panel had considered five applications for the position and had interviewed four candidates. 

Resolution No. C 27/6

Council agreed to the recommendation of the selection panel to offer appointment to Mr Gerard C Rowe 
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as Professor of Law with effect from the earliest possible date, the appointment being offered with 
tenure to age 65. 

ITEM 6: PROCEDURE FOR THE RE-APPOINTMENT OF DEANS 

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor proposing a new procedure for the re-
appointment of Deans. 

Resolution No. C 27/7

Council agreed that where a Dean had served a first term, re-appointment by Council without 
advertisement to a second term would be possible provided that the total time of the initial and 
subsequent appointment did not exceed 8 years. Council agreed that it would determine the period of the 
second term on the recommendation of the Vice-Chancellor who would be assisted in framing the 
recommendation by a committee comprising -

●     the Vice-Chancellor as Chair,
●     a Dean, 
●     a member of the staff of the Faculty elected by the staff of the Faculty,
●     a member of Council elected by the students,
●     an academic staff member of Council, and
●     an external member of Council.

Council noted that the Committee would consult widely including within the relevant faculty. Council 
also noted that a Dean who had served two terms could be appointed for further terms but only through a 
process involving advertisement of the position.

Mr Hanratty asked that his opposition to the motion be recorded.

Resolution No. C 27/8

Council agreed to extend Associate Professor James McMaster's initial appointment as Dean of the 
Faculty of Management to 31 December 1993 to enable this procedure to be carried through.

ITEM 7: REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE

Council received the tabled report of the Finance Committee. 

Council received and noted the 1992 audited annual financial statements as included in the Annual 
Report.
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Council received the statement reconciling the 1993 Budget with revised 1993 Cash and Accrual 
Budgets. 

Resolution No. C 27/9

Council accepted the statement as the revised Budget for 1993 and asked for the statement to be attached 
to the minutes.

Council received financial statements for the period from 1 January to 16 June 1993 and indicated that 
the level of detail in the reports was appropriate for consideration by Council. Council noted that the 
University's audit committee would meet within the next 6 weeks.

Council received and noted a statement of the University's likely financial position as at 31 December 
1993.

Council noted advice that, in relation to resolution no. C 26/6, the 1993 Budget had been reviewed, the 
review of accounting structures was underway, a progress report concerning the reporting system would 
be available by the August meeting of Council, the expenditure control cycle review was underway and 
the deferral on further borrowings should remain in place for the time being. Council noted that a full 
report from the review would be available at its September meeting.

ITEM 8: REPORT OF ACADEMIC BOARD

Council received the report of Academic Board meeting no. 93/4 and dealt with matters as follows:

Review of the Faculty of Communication

Council received and noted the report of the review of the Faculty of Communication and the Faculty's 
response. Council noted that the review panel had recommended separation of the reaccreditation 
process from the main faculty review. Council was advised that the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Academic) 
had convened meetings with review panel chairs which would address this issue and report to Council at 
a later date.

Resolution No. C 27/10

Council agreed to re-accredit the following courses from the Faculty of Communication for the period of 
six years from 1 January 1993 to 31 December 1998 -

undergraduate degree course in Office Management leading to the award of Bachelor of Arts in 
Office Management 
undergraduate associate diploma course in Modern Languages leading to the award of Associate 
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Diploma in Modern Languages 
undergraduate degree course in Modern Languages leading to the award of Bachelor of Arts in 
Modern Languages 
undergraduate degree course in Library and Information Studies leading to the award of Bachelor 
of Arts in Library and Information Studies 
undergraduate honours degree course in Library and Information Studies leading to the award of 
Bachelor Arts (Honours) in Library and Information Studies 
undergraduate degree course in Tourism leading to the award of Bachelor of Arts in Tourism 
undergraduate degree course in Communication leading to the award of Bachelor of Arts in 
Communication 
graduate diploma course in Office Management leading to the award of Graduate Diploma in 
Office Management 
graduate diploma course in Library and Information Management leading to the award of 
Graduate Diploma in Library and Information Management 
graduate diploma course in Information Studies leading to the award of Graduate Diploma of 
Arts in Information Studies 
graduate diploma course in Tourism Management leading to the award of Graduate Diploma in 
Tourism Management  
graduate diploma course in Professional Communication leading to the award of Graduate 
Diploma in Professional Communication 
postgraduate degree course in Information Studies leading to the award of Master of Arts in 
Information Studies  
postgraduate degree course in Communication leading to the award of Master of Arts in 
Communication

Resolution No. C 27/11

Council agreed to accredit the undergraduate honours degree course in Communication leading to the 
award of Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Communication until 31 December 1998.

Centre for the Enhancement of Higher Education

See agenda item 10.

A Policy for Academic Staff Development

See agenda item 9.

Matter from Academic Development Committee

(a) Double degrees with Law
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Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor seeking approval for the introduction of a 
number of double degree courses with Law for commencement in 1994. Council noted that the 
Academic Board had endorsed these new course proposals.

Resolution No. C 27/12

Council agreed to the introduction of new courses in 1994 as follows: 
undergraduate double degree course combinations leading to the awards of - 

Bachelor of Commerce in Accounting/Bachelor of Laws  
Bachelor of Commerce in Banking and Finance/Bachelor of Laws 
Bachelor of Arts in Administration/Bachelor of Laws 
Bachelor of Arts in Social Sciences/Bachelor of Laws 
Bachelor of Applied Science in Environmental Design/Bachelor of Laws 
Bachelor of Applied Science in Landscape Architecture/Bachelor of Laws 
Bachelor of Arts in Computing Studies/Bachelor of Laws 
Bachelor of Engineering in Electronics and Communications Engineering/Bachelor of Laws 
Bachelor of Engineering in Computer Engineering/Bachelor of Laws

(b) Undergraduate degree course in Applied Economics

Council received a proposal to establish an undergraduate degree course in Applied Economics for 
introduction in 1994. Council noted that the proposal had been endorsed by the Academic Board.

Resolution No. C 27/13

Council agreed to the introduction in 1994 of the new undergraduate degree course in Applied 
Economics as proposed.

(c) Graduate diploma course in Marketing

Council received a proposal to establish a graduate diploma course in Marketing for introduction in 
1994. Council noted that the proposal had been endorsed by the Academic Board.

Resolution No. C 27/14

Council agreed to the introduction in 1994 of the new graduate diploma course in Marketing as proposed.

(d) Postgraduate degree course in Sports Medicine

Council received a proposal to establish a postgraduate degree course in Sports Medicine for 
introduction in 1994. Council was advised that this course would be the first course established within 
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the framework of the Australian College of Sports Education, a joint venture between the Australian 
Sports Commission and the University of Canberra. Council noted that the proposal had been endorsed 
by the Academic Board.

Resolution No. C 27/15

Council agreed to the introduction in 1994 of the new postgraduate degree course in Sports Medicine as 
proposed.

Facilities for postgraduate students

Council noted that shortage of facilities for postgraduate students had been a matter of concern discussed 
at the Academic Board and the Higher Degrees and Scholarships Committee. The Vice-Chancellor 
advised Council that he would take the matter up with faculties.

ITEM 9: A POLICY FOR ACADEMIC STAFF DEVELOPMENT

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor proposing a policy for academic staff 
development. Council noted that the academic board had considered and endorsed the draft policy 
statement. Council also noted that this policy statement seeks to implement some of the strategic plan 
recommendations.

Resolution No. C 27/16

Council agreed to the proposed policy for academic staff development as recommended by the 
Academic Board.

ITEM 10: CENTRE FOR THE ENHANCEMENT OF LEARNING, TEACHING 
AND SCHOLARSHIP

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor proposing the establishment of a centre for 
the enhancement of learning, teaching and scholarship. Council noted that the University's strategic plan 
proposed the establishment of such a centre and Professor Moses, Pro Vice-Chancellor (Academic), had 
developed the proposal. Council also noted that the Academic Board had endorsed the proposal.

Resolution No. C 27/17

Council agreed to establish the Centre for the Enhancement of Learning, Teaching and Scholarship as 
proposed.

ITEM 11: STRATEGIC PLANNING - A REPORT FROM THE VICE-
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CHANCELLOR

This matter was dealt with under Item 3.

ITEM 12: MEMBERSHIP OF FINANCE COMMITTEE

Council received a memorandum from the student members of Council seeking a change in the 
membership of the Finance Committee to reduce the academic staff membership to one member or to 
increase the student membership to include one member from each of the undergraduate and 
postgraduate student bodies. 

Resolution No. C 27/18

Council agreed not to change the membership of the Finance Committee.

ITEM 13: PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO UNION CONSTITUTION

Council received a memorandum from the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Administration) concerning proposed 
amendments to the constitution of the University of Canberra Union. Council noted that the amended 
constitution had been prepared by the acting chair of the Union Board of Management in accordance 
with resolutions of the Board foreshadowed to Council at an earlier meeting.

Resolution No. C 27/19

Council agreed to the amended Union Constitution as modified in the covering memorandum from the 
Pro Vice-Chancellor (Administration).

ITEM 14: VOLUNTARY STUDENT UNIONISM

Council received a memorandum from the Students' Association and the Postgraduates' Association 
concerning a proposed amendment of the Australian Capital Territory Discrimination Act 1991 currently 
before the Legislative Assembly. Council noted that the amendment sought to abolish universal student 
membership of student organisations. Council was advised that the University was covered by the ACT 
discrimination Act except where University Statutes were in conflict with the Act in which case the 
Statutes would prevail. Council noted that there was already a Fees Statute and Fees Rules in place 
which provide for the collection of a compulsory amenities and services fee. 

Resolution No. C 27/20

Council agreed to continue its support for universal membership of student organisations and agreed to 
make a public statement to that effect.
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Resolution No. C 27/21

Council agreed that the University should approach members of the ACT Legislative Assembly 
expressing concern about the proposed amendment of the ACT Discrimination Act.

ITEM 15: PATENT APPLICATION

Council received a memorandum from the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Administration) concerning a member 
of the academic staff seeking support for an application for a patent, or for the University to relinquish 
any claim to the intellectual property concerning the patent. 

Resolution No. C 27/22

Council confirmed that the University had no interest in making an application for a patent in terms of 
provisional patent PL2911.

ITEM 16: REPORT OF THE BUILDINGS AND SITE COMMITTEE

Council received and noted the report of the Buildings and Site Committee.

ITEM 17: USE OF THE UNIVERSITY SEAL

Council received and noted a report from the Vice-Chancellor on the use of the University Seal.

ITEM 18: OTHER BUSINESS

Staff Centre and Liquor Statute Matters

Council received a memorandum from the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Administration) concerning the 
administration of the Liquor Statute.

Council noted that section 3. of the Liquor Statute 1992 provided for Council to establish a staff centre 
and appoint a managing authority and staff centre officer and to identify the areas to be regarded as Staff 
Centre premises.

Resolution No. C 27/23

Council agreed to exercise its powers under section 3. of the Liquor Statute and - 
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a.  establish a Staff Centre with constitution as proposed; 
b.  appoint the management committee of the University of Canberra Staff Club Association 

Incorporated as the "managing authority" of the Staff Centre; 
c.  appoint Gregory Philip Jones as the "Staff Centre Officer" for the purposes of the Liquor Statute; 

and 
d.  declare the area of Building 1 marked by hatching on the plan given in attachment A of the 

submission as the Staff Centre premises for the purposes of the Liquor Statute.

Council was also advised that section 3. of the Liquor Statute 1992 also provided for Council to declare 
by resolution the "Union premises" for the purposes of the Statute.

Resolution No. C 27/24

Council agreed to exercise its powers under section 3. of the Liquor Statute and declare the areas marked 
by hatching on the plans given in attachment B of the submission as the University Union premises for 
the purposes of the Liquor Statute.

There being no other business the meeting concluded at 7.15 pm. 
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