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PRESENT:

●     Emeritus Professor D R Horne (Chancellor)
●     Professor D Aitkin
●     Associate Professor C Annice
●     Ms P Cooper
●     Mr M Cossey
●     Dr M A Edwards
●     Mr C W M Freeland
●     Mr J R Hanratty
●     Mr W Harris
●     Associate Professor J A James
●     Ms W McCarthy
●     Mr J M P Radik
●     Mr I Rae
●     Mr G Eadie (Secretary)

IN ATTENDANCE:

●     Mr G R Dennett
●     Dr J M Grant
●     Professor R B Mitchell
●     Professor I Moses

APOLOGIES: 

●     Ms W Bell
●     Ms W J Guest
●     Mr I Mackintosh
●     Justice D F O'Connor
●     Professor M I Logan

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Council noted that item 5 and item 19 were to be added to those items to be discussed. 

ITEM 1: MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Council received the minutes of Council Meeting No. 23 held on Wednesday 11 November 1992.
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Resolution No. C 24/1

Council agreed to accept the Minutes of Council Meeting No. 23 as a true record of proceedings. 

ITEM 2: CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from Minister advising appointment of Council Members

Council received and noted a letter from the Minister for Employment, Education and Training, the Hon. 
Kim Beazley, advising that the Governor-General had reappointed Dr M A Edwards and Mr I 
Mackintosh and appointed Justice D F O'Connor as members of Council from 1 January 1993 until 31 
December 1997. 

Letter from Minister concerning sponsorship arrangements

Council received and noted a letter from the Minister for Higher Education and Employment Services, 
the Hon. Peter Baldwin, concerning the sponsorship arrangements between the University of Canberra 
and Monash University. Council noted that the Minister had agreed to terminate the arrangements and 
had issued instructions concerning the making of appropriate regulations. Council was advised that 
sections of the University of Canberra Act 1989 would require amendment to give effect to this decision 
and that there could be some delay in achieving this in view of the election.

ITEM 3: VICE-CHANCELLOR'S REPORT

The Vice-Chancellor provided Council with a report of his activities and other matters of concern to the 
Council which had taken place since Council's last meeting.

CRC for Freshwater Ecology

Council was advised that the University had succeeded in its bid to gain Commonwealth support for the 
establishment of a Cooperative Research Centre for Freshwater Ecology. Council noted that Professor 
Peter Cullen would become Director of the Centre when the agreement with the Commonwealth 
establishing the Centre had been signed. Council was advised that the Vice-Chancellor would appoint 
Ms Anne McMahon Acting Dean when Professor Cullen stepped down as Dean to take up the 
Directorship. Council was also advised that matters relating to advertisement of the ongoing position 
would be referred to the Futures Committee for its consideration at its next meeting. 

Council noted that while a number of staff of the Faculty of Applied Science would contribute to the 
CRC the University would receive an increase in resources through the CRC's Commonwealth funding. 
Council also noted that the Vice-Chancellor would provide a comprehensive statement concerning the 
impact of the CRC on the University after formal establishment of the CRC. 
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AdLib

The Vice-Chancellor advised Council that he was establishing the third of the University's taskforces, 
whose purpose it would be to consider and recommend on the University's administrative services. 
Council noted that the Environmental Taskforce was close to completing its report. 

Central Information Services

The Vice-Chancellor informed Council that he had decided to group together, under the administrative 
direction of Mrs Lois Jennings, the library, the computer services centre and the administrative systems 
group as three sections with key roles in providing information services . 

Chair in Accounting

The Vice-Chancellor advised Council that Professor Brian Andrew had accepted the University's offer 
of the Chair in Accounting. The Vice-Chancellor indicated that he had agreed to Professor Andrew's 
having a ten year contract rather than the seven year contract initially offered. 

Resolution No. C 24/2

Council endorsed the Vice-Chancellor's action.

The Building Program

Council noted the Vice-Chancellor's advice concerning current building projects. Council noted that the 
University had taken over the Boiler House Lecture Theatre, International House residential blocks and 
expected to take over the Great Room very shortly. Council noted that the University Village Stage 1 is 
ahead of time and within budget and that the refurbishment of the Council Room and fitting out of the 
Staff Club were proceeding to schedule, and construction of The Hub would commence shortly. Council 
also noted that constructive discussions had been held with the Commonwealth departments of Treasury, 
Finance, and Employment Education and Training concerning the requirement that the University to 
seek Loan Council approval for all borrowings.

Affirmative Action Award

Council noted that the Vice-Chancellor had been advised that the University was a finalist in the 1993 
BRW Affirmative Action Awards which would be announced on 4 March. 

Prime Ministerial Sport Awards

Council noted that Sports Studies graduates were prominent in the Prime Ministerial Sports Awards 
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announced on 18 February 1993 with Rachel Harrigan winning a Minister for Sport scholarship, John 
Armstrong a Prime Ministerial Gold Award on behalf of the Canberra Cycling Club, and with Kerryn 
Pratt being the host announcer. 

Asian Visit

The Vice-Chancellor reported to Council on a trip to Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok and Hanoi which he had 
undertaken with his wife in December 1992. Council noted that the Vice-Chancellor had signed 
agreements on behalf of the University with the University of Hanoi and Thammasat University, 
Bangkok, and had hosted a reception for UC graduates in Kuala Lumpur. Council was pleased to learn 
of the University's reputation in Hanoi and the fine work which had been undertaken by Associate 
Professor Patricia Denham and her staff in teaching English to the Vietnamese. 

Council was advised that the University might well adopt an "international strategy" of providing 
professional education in conjunction with English language courses to the Asian marketplace on the 
basis that the developing countries are seeking not simply the material artefacts of developed countries 
but also the network of professional skills and services that underpin the developed economies. 

1993 Admissions

The Vice-Chancellor advised Council that the University's admission of new students for 1993 appeared 
to be within 20EFTS of the target. Council noted preliminary information that the school leaver intake 
comprised 41% in 1993 compared with 36% in 1992. Council noted that details would be made 
available at its next meeting.

ITEM 4: ENLARGING THE PROFESSORIATE

Council received a paper from the Vice-Chancellor reporting on behalf of the committee appointed by 
Council to consider procedures for enlarging the professoriate, in particular academic level E positions, 
in the University. 

Council noted advice from the Vice-Chancellor that two mechanisms already existed for the 
appointment of professors: the procedure for the appointment to personal chairs, and the mechanism 
whereby a Dean could on behalf of the Faculty seek Council's approval to create a new chair. The 
proposed procedure provided a third mechanism. Council noted that the committee proposed that in the 
first instance it should recommend to Council on areas in which strategic appointments should be 
pursued and should Council agree that the University make strategic appointments in a given discipline 
area or field: 

●     the decision would then be made public; 
●     a selection committee with strong external representation would be appointed; 
●     members of staff of the level of senior lecturer or above who wish to have their names considered 

http://www.canberra.edu.au/secretariat/council/uc_cm_24.html (5 of 14)22/09/2006 1:42:08 PM



UC - Minutes of Council Meeting No. 24

by that committee would be invited to notify the Registrar; 
●     the Vice-Chancellor would assemble a small panel to advise the selection committee on the 

quality of that staff member's contribution to the University (evaluation of research, scholarship 
and contribution to the profession being the responsibility of the selection committee); 

●     the selection committee would advise Council whether or not the Unviersity already possessed a 
staff member who is worthy to be appointed as professor in this discipline, area or field and, if 
there is such a staff member, recommends his or her appointment; and 

●     if there is no such person Council would consider whether or not to advertise externally. 

Council noted that the committee had recommended the addition of professors in a number of fields over 
the next few years as follows:

Applied Science

Biomedical Science

Nursing

Resource and Environmental Science

Communication

Applied Ethics

Communication (field to be determined)

Education

field to be determined

Environmental Design

field to be determined

Information Sciences and Engineering

Computing

Engineering

Management
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Law

Resolution No. C 24/3

Council agreed to adopt the suggested procedures for enlarging the number of Academic Level E 
(Professorial) positions in the University and noted the proposals concerning fields where such 
appointments should be made over the next few years.

ITEM 5: REPORT ON FINANCIAL MATTERS

Council received and noted a report from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Finance concerning financial 
matters. 

Council also received a memorandum from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Administration concerning 
proposed funding arrangements for the Union extension part of the Hub development. Council noted that 
the Union had asked that the University rather than the Union borrow $1.6 million (from the $2 million 
approved by the Loans Council for Union extensions) to fund the Union extension part of the Hub 
development. Council was advised that the Buildings and Site Committee had approved final sketch 
plans for the development, and departmental approval had been received for the design and siting of the 
building. 

Resolution No. C 24/4

Council approved the project and total project budget of $2.4 million noting that $800,000 would be 
funded from 1991/92 borrowings and $1.6 million from 1992/93 borrowings.

Resolution No. C 24/5

Council agreed to the University's borrowing $1.6 million to carry out the Union extension element of 
the project with loan repayments to be deducted from moneys collected by the University on behalf of 
the Union prior to transferring the moneys to the Union budget. 

ITEM 6: REPORT OF THE ACADEMIC BOARD

Council received an oral report of Academic Board meeting no. 93/2 held on 22 February 1993, and 
dealt with the matters as follows:

Membership of Academic Board

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor asking Council to appoint Professor Ingrid 
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Moses, the incoming Pro Vice-Chancellor (Academic Programs), as a member of Academic Board. 
Council noted advice that Academic Board supported this request. 

Resolution No. C 24/6

Council agreed to appoint Professor Ingrid Moses as a member of the Academic Board under subsection 
3.(1)(l) of the Academic Board Statute for a period of two years commencing 1 May 1993. 

Accreditation Matters

Honours Degree Course in Communication 

Council received a submission from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Academic Services concerning the 
need to accredit the undergraduate course leading to the award of Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in 
Communication. Council was advised that Academic Board at its November 1990 meeting had endorsed 
the reaccreditation of the undergraduate degree course leading to the award of Bachelor of Arts in 
Communication, and the undergraduate honours degree course leading to the award of Bachelor of Arts 
(Honours) in Communication pending consideration by the Faculty Review panel (expected then to be 
held in early 1991). Council was informed that students were now due to graduate and that the faculty 
review had not been held until late 1992 and was expected to report at the next meeting of Council. 
Council was advised that the review panel had recommended accreditation of the honours degree course 
from its introduction in 1991 until 31 December 1998 and had recommended to the Faculty that the 
course structure and entry requirements be reviewed. 

Resolution No. C 24/7

Council agreed to accredit the undergraduate honours degree course leading to the award of Bachelor of 
Arts (Honours) in Communication for the period years from 1 January 1991 to 31 December 1998.

Graduate Diploma in Management Sciences

Council received a submission concerning reaccreditation of the graduate diploma course in 
management sciences. Council noted that the review panel for the Faculty of Management had not 
recommended accreditation of the course at the time of the faculty review. Council was advised that a 
revised proposal for the course had been submitted to an accreditation panel comprising members of the 
review panel which now recommended reaccreditation of the course. Council noted that Academic 
Board endorsed the recommendation.

Resolution No. C 24/8

Council agreed to accredit the graduate diploma course in management sciences leading to the award of 
Graduate Diploma in Management Sciences for the period of six years from 1 January 1993 to 31 
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December 1998.

ITEM 7: PRESENTATION - THE LIBRARY

The University Librarian, Mrs Lois Jennings was invited to address Council on development of the 
Library. Council received a paper prepared by Mrs Jennings outlining a management strategy for the 
Library for the next six years. Council also received a summary sheet outlining the scholarly 
communication process. Mrs Jennings gave Council a brief survey of changes which had affected the 
way in which the Library provided services to the University. She indicated that while there was 
continuing demand for books and periodicals there was a growing demand for material in electronic 
form. Council noted that the Library was attempting to work with staff and students to overcome 
shortcomings in documentation of newer services. Council was advised Library information was 
available across the campus network and through AARNET to the world. 

In response to questions the Librarian indicated that the Library responded to general community needs 
through liaison with local secondary colleges and by offering reader rights to members of the 
community for a fee. Council noted that the Library also provided services to students from other 
tertiary institutions resident in Canberra. Council noted that the Library attempted to provide its newer 
services which were principally electronic through the University network. Council noted the Librarian's 
emphasis that the issue for the Library was scholarly communication rather than the technology which 
just provided the means. 

Council thanked the Librarian for her presentation.

ITEM 8: STAFFING MATTERS

A New Chair in Law

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor and a draft advertisement proposing the 
establishment of a new chair in law. Council noted that with the introduction of the law degree program 
there is a need to provide additional senior staff in the law discipline. Council was advised that an 
associate professorship had been advertised in 1992 but had failed to attract suitable candidates. 

Resolution No. C 24/9

Council agreed to advertise for a professor of law in the terms proposed. 

Resolution No. C 24/10

Council appointed a selection committee for the professor of law position comprising the Vice-
Chancellor (as chair), Justice Jeffrey Miles, Justice Deidre O'Connor (as an external member of 
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Council), Professor Peter Little, Professor Roman Tomasic, Professor Mary O'Kane (as a professor from 
another faculty), an academic staff member of Council, the Vice-Chancellor of Monash University or his 
nominee and Associate Professor Jim McMaster as Dean of the Faculty.

Council noted Associate Professor Annice's concern as to whether there was a need for this appointment. 

Nomenclature

Council received a memorandum from Dr Grant proposing nomenclature for the recently promoted 
associate professors. 

Resolution No. C 24/11

Council approved the nomenclature for the newly promoted associate professors as follows:

●     Dr B Y Alderman Associate Professor in Library and Information Studies
●     Dr M Y Bearman Associate Professor in Computing
●     Dr J Halligan Associate Professor in Public Administration
●     Dr P J Morgan Associate Professor in Computing
●     Dr G H Pollard Associate Professor in Statistics
●     Dr G Taylor Associate Professor in Earth Sciences
●     Dr M Turner Associate Professor in Administration

ITEM 9: COUNCIL MATTERS

Change of meeting date

Council received a memorandum from the Minutes Secretary proposing a change for the August Council 
Meeting to 25 August 1993 as the Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor would be attending a meeting in 
Britain on the scheduled date.

Resolution No. C 24/12

Council agreed to reschedule its August meeting to 25 August 1993.

ITEM 10: AUSTRALIAN COLLEGE OF SPORTS EDUCATION

Council received a memorandum and background paper from the Vice-Chancellor proposing that the 
University join with the Australian Sports Commission in the establishment of an Australian College of 
Sports Education. Council noted that the University's Centre for Sports Studies and the Australian 
Institute of Sport had been established in 1981 and had developed educational programs of national/
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international standing and largely complementary in nature. 

Council noted the proposal that the Australian Sports Commission and the University establish a joint 
initiative, incorporating appropriate representation from the ACT Government/Canberra Institute of 
Technology and that the Sports Commission had allocated $30,000 towards initial operating costs, a sum 
which the Vice-Chancellor had agreed to match. 

Resolution No. C 24/13

Council approved participation by the University of Canberra in the Australian College of Sports 
Education. 

ITEM 11: UNIVERSITY OF CANBERRA IMPRINT

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor concerning publication of high quality 
teaching and research materials through the establishment of the University of Canberra imprint which 
would be managed by a small committee exercising editorial control and setting standards for design, 
format and style. 

Resolution No. C 24/14

Council approved the establishment of the University of Canberra imprint for the publication of high 
quality teaching and research materials, and authorised the Vice-Chancellor to administer the imprint 
through an editorial board.

ITEM 12: OCCUPATIONAL REHABILITATION POLICY

Council noted that this item had been withdrawn for further consideration.

ITEM 13: AIMS OF THE NGUNNAWAL CENTRE

Council received a report from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Academic Services concerning the 
University's Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander centre (now known as the Ngunnawal Centre) and 
seeking Council's endorsement for aims of the centre. Council was advised that Academic Board had 
recommended endorsement of the aims of the centre. 

Resolution No. C 24/15

Council endorsed the aims of the Ngunnawal Centre as proposed.

ITEM 14: POLICY ON SEXUAL HARASSMENT
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Council received a report from the Equity Officer reporting on deliberations of the Equal Opportunity 
Committee and its Sexual Harrassment Sub-Committee and proposing a policy in relation to employees 
and students of the University and sexual harassment. 

Resolution No. C 24/16

Council agreed to adopt the policy on sexual harassment as proposed and asked the Registrar to transmit 
copies of the policy to all organisations operating under the auspices of the University in the expectation 
that those organisations would adopt the policy.

ITEM 15: LEGISLATION

Council received a report of the Legislation Committee concerning a draft Staff Superannuation 
Amendment Statute. Council was advised that the Statute made at its last meeting (11 November 1992) 
had not met Department of Finance guidelines for publicly funded superannuation schemes. Council 
noted that the original amendment statute had, inter alia, sought to allow scheme members the option of 
converting to part-time employment with the University while maintaining full membership and benefits 
of the scheme. 

Council noted that the Department of Finance had advised the University that provisions for staff opting 
for part-time employment should be varied to reduce the University's contribution pro rata and to reduce 
the staff member's final benefits accordingly. Council was informed that the University had obtained 
advice from the scheme's actuary, Mr John Carroll of Noble Lowndes Limited, on appropriate changes 
and provisions of the amendment statute have been altered to comply with Finance Department 
requirements. 

Resolution No. C 24/17

Council agreed to rescind that part of resolution no. C 23/24 making the Staff Superanuuation 
Amendment Statute 1992. 

Resolution No. C 24/18

Council agreed to: 

a.  exercise its powers under section 40 of the University of Canberra Act 1989 and make the Staff 
Superannuation Amendment Statute 1993; and

b.  authorise the Registrar on behalf of the Chancellor to transmit the statute to the Governor-
General for approval, and that the Registrar on behalf of the Council should cause the statute, 
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once approved, to be notified in the Gazette.

ITEM 16: REPORT OF BUILDINGS AND SITE COMMITTEE

Council received and noted a report from the Buildings and Site Committee.

ITEM 17: OPEN DAY

Council received and noted a memorandum from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Academic Services 
inviting Council members to join the Chancellor at a reception to launch Open Day, and providing 
information concerning Open Day activities.

ITEM 18: USE OF THE UNIVERSITY SEAL

Council received and noted a report from the Vice-Chancellor on the use of the University Seal.

ITEM 19: OTHER BUSINESS

Governing Council of the Mulanggari Foundation

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor seeking appointment of members of the 
Governing Council of the Mulanggari Foundation. Council noted that it had agreed to the establishment 
of a trust fund for the Foundation at its September 1992 meeting.

Resolution No. C 24/19

Council agreed to appoint the following members to the Governing Council of the Mulanggari 
Foundation:

●     The Chancellor (Chair)
●     Emeritus Professor Malcolm Whyte
●     Mrs Judy Whyte
●     Emeritus Professor Sir Mark Oliphant, AC, KBE
●     Dr Sidney Sax, CBE
●     Dr Gabrielle Bammer
●     Mr Ian Mathews
●     Dean of Faculty of Education (ex officio)
●     Up to three members of staff of the University appointed by 
●     the Vice-Chancellor

Strategic Plan
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The Chancellor advised Council that he had asked for the Strategic Plan implementation to be placed on 
the agenda for future meetings to enable Council to keep abreast of and monitor actions taken 
throughout the University to implement the plan. The Chancellor also advised Council that he had asked 
that those persons invited to give occasional addresses at the conferring ceremonies to relate their 
remarks to the fourth strategy and action plan of the Strategic Plan concerning the inter-relationships 
between the professions and society, the values and attitudes that accompany a profession, and the 
importance of a sound knowledge of the society in which they are going to practice.

The meeting concluded at 6:45 pm.
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