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Minutes of Council Meeting No. 15 held on Wednesday 2 
October 1991

Present:

●     Dr J Blackburn (Chancellor)
●     Professor D Aitkin
●     Associate Professor C Annice
●     Ms W Bell
●     Mr J R Hanratty
●     Mr W Harris
●     Ms M S Lew
●     Mr I Mackintosh
●     Mr G Eadie (Secretary)

In Attendance:

●     Mr G R Dennett
●     Professor R B Mitchell

Apologies:

●     Mr M F Clarkin
●     Ms P Cooper
●     Dr M A Edwards
●     Associate Professor J A James
●     Professor M I Logan

The Chancellor welcomed the new members Ms W Bell and Ms M S Lew to their first meeting of 
Council.

ITEM 1: MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
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Council received the Minutes of Council Meeting No. 14 held on Wednesday 21 August 1991.

Resolution No. C 15/1

Council agreed to accept the Minutes of Council Meeting No. 14 as a true record of proceedings.

ITEM 2: VICE-CHANCELLOR'S REPORT

1. University Newspaper

The Vice-Chancellor informed Council that a University newspaper was to be produced on a fortnightly 
basis during the teaching year. He advised Council that he had employed a person be to editor of the 
newspaper, and he hoped to have two or three issues published before the end of 1991.

2. Boiler House Renovation

The Vice-Chancellor advised Council that he was investigating the possibility of converting the Boiler 
House to a 600 seat lecture theatre. Council noted that such a conversion could be economically 
attractive, particularly if funding from DEET could be obtained to commission the lecture theatre in time 
for the 1993 academic year.

ITEM 3: REPORT OF THE ACADEMIC BOARD

Council received the report of Academic Board meeting no. 6 held on 23 September 1991 and dealt with 
the following matters:

Accreditation of Graduate Certificate Course in Management Studies

Resolution No. C 15/2

Council agreed to accredit the graduate certificate course in Management Studies for a period of seven 
years from 1 January 1991 to 31 December 1997. Council noted that the course would be reviewed at 
the faculty review to be held in 1992.

Extension of Period of Accreditation

Council received a recommendation from the Academic Board for the extension of the period of 
accreditation for the masters degree course in Education by thesis from 1 January 1991 to 31 December 
1992.
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Resolution No. C 15/3

Council agreed to extend the period of accreditation for the masters degree course in Education by thesis 
from 1 January 1991 to 31 December 1992.

ITEM 4: REPORT OF THE BUILDINGS AND SITE COMMITTEE

Council received a report from the Buildings and Site Committee concerning the process to be used to 
select project managers for three major projects under consideration. Council was advised that the 
projects under consideration were:

●     Student Residential Accommodation for 150 students in permanent brick/concrete buildings built 
in the traditional style - "International House"

●     Student Village to accommodate 450 students initially, possibly prefabricated and erected on a 
site yet to be chosen on the University's campus

●     A commercial building to house the present concession area and a number of other suppliers 
seeking space on campus

Council was advised that the Vice-Chancellor was seeking assistance to finance the international house 
style development from the diplomatic corp and Rotary. Council noted that the Vice-Chancellor 
expected the student village project to provide from rents charged for accommodation sufficient funds to 
meet interest repayments. Council also noted that the style of accommodation proposed would be new 
for student housing at universities in Australia.

Council was informed that the new concessions area would be self-funding.

Council noted some concerns about the planning for these projects particularly the student village 
proposal. Council noted that some members considered a more formal planning process for both the 
financial and the architecture and site elements should have been followed. Council was advised that a 
more formal planning process including extensive consultation would be undertaken when the issue of 
the University's capacity to borrow had been clarified.

Resolution No. C 15/4

Council agreed to initial planning for these three projects to commence and be brought to final sketch 
plan stage provided that the total cost for the three projects does not exceed $50,000.

ITEM 5: REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Council received a report from the Chairman of the Finance Committee of the Finance Committee 
meetings held on 18 September 1991 and 1 October 1991.
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University's Financial Situation

Council was advised that preliminary figures for the first 9 periods of 1991 indicated that the University 
was in a sound financial position. While there had been some difficulties experienced in gaining all 
appropriate information, indicators showed income exceeded expenditure, and cash in hand would meet 
all likely demand. Council noted that the Chairman of the Finance Committee was satisfied that budget 
managers had maintained firm control of their budgets even with a lack of information.

Council noted that the Deans of Faculties had been invited to attend the Finance Committee meeting 
scheduled for 31 October 1991.

ITEM 6: REPORT OF THE FUTURES COMMITTEE

Council received and noted a paper from the Futures Committee concerning its meeting held on 4 
September 1991. The Chairman of the Futures Committee gave an oral report of the meeting held on 25 
September 1991.

Council noted the advice which the Committee had tendered in respect of the degree course in Basic 
Nursing and the degree course in Law. Council also noted that these matters were the subject of items 11 
and 12.

Council noted that the Committee was establishing a process for the preparation of a strategic plan for 
the University.

ITEM 7: REPORT OF THE STUDENT WELFARE COMMITTEE

Council received a report of the Student Welfare Committee meeting held on 24 September 1991 and 
dealt with the following matter:

Tariffs for Student Residences

Council received a recommendation for increased tariffs for student residences in 1992. Council noted 
that the Student Welfare Committee had recommended the increases.

Resolution No. C 15/5

Council agreed to increase tariffs for the student residences in 1992 to the following levels:

Cost per Semester Cost per Week 
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$ $

Arscott House 1,128 61

Blocks A-N 1,128 61

Blocks XYZ 908 49

Bowman House 1,128 61

City Walk 1,207 65

1,368 74

1,651 89

Council agreed that more detailed information would be required to support any future request to 
Council for changes.

ITEM 8: GUIDELINES FOR OUTSIDE EMPLOYMENT FOR FULL-TIME 
ACADEMIC STAFF

Council received a paper from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Administration concerning policy and 
guidelines on outside employment of full-time members of academic staff. Council recalled that the 
matter had been considered at its meetings nos. 13 and 14, and that the Vice-Chancellor and the 
Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Administration had been asked to submit a final version of the policy and 
guidelines document to this meeting of Council.

Resolution No. C 15/6

Council agreed to the policy and guidelines on outside employment of full-time members of academic 
staff as proposed. Council noted that the approved document would be issued to academic staff as a staff 
notice.

ITEM 9: REVIEW OF FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS, AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
SYSTEMS

The meeting was closed for consideration of this item.

Council received an executive summary of the report on organisational arrangements in the Finance and 
Accounting Unit and the Administrative Systems Group prepared by Ernst and Young.
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Resolution No. C 15/7

Council agreed that the executive summary and the full final report should both remain confidential 
documents.

Council noted that the review contained a number of recommendations, many of which the Vice-
Chancellor had already moved to implement and the remainder of which were primarily matters for the 
executive management of the University to consider.

ITEM 10: PROPOSAL TO BORROW FUNDS

Council received a memorandum from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Finance covering a copy of a 
letter to the ACT government accommodation to borrow within the ACT government's borrowing 
capacity under the Commonwealth's borrowing program for 1991-92.

Council noted information from the Vice-Chancellor that the University had applied to the 
Commonwealth Loans Council for permission to borrow $4 million for construction of new student 
residences, and that the Loans Council had considered the application with an application from the 
Australian National University also for $4 million for student residences. Council noted that the Loans 
Council had approved $4 million for both ANU and this University to borrow in 1991-92 for student 
residential accommodation. Council was informed that DEET had indicated its preference for the two 
Universities to put forward a joint proposal. After discussing their individual needs and reviewing their 
proposals, the Universities have each indicated a preference to pursue their separate projects, and have 
agreed to limit their borrowing under this approval to $2 million each.

Council was advised that there was a chance that the University might be permitted to borrow within the 
ACT government's borrowing capacity and the University was now awaiting a reply from the ACT 
government which had approached the Commonwealth Treasury.

Council noted that some members expressed concern that the matter had not yet been raised with the 
Finance Committee.

ITEM 11: UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE COURSE IN NURSING SCIENCE

Council received a memorandum from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Finance concerning the 
undergraduate degree course in Nursing. Council noted that this matter had been considered by the 
Futures Committee, the report of which had been considered at item 6.

Council was advised that the Academic Board, on the recommendation of the Faculty of Applied 
Science, had endorsed a 7-semester degree program in basic nursing to commence in 1992. Council 
noted that other universities had introduced or were proposing to introduce 6-, 7- or 8- semester degree 
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programs, and that DEET had indicated that it would fund 6-semester programs in place of the previous 
diploma courses but did not intend to provide additional funding.

Council was informed that this University already had DEET-funded conversion programs for nurses 
holding certificates or diplomas to upgrade to a degree, and that it would be possible to divert some 
enrolments from these programs to cover the cost of the proposed 7-semester program. Council noted 
that demand for the conversion courses was expected to reduce with the advent of the basic nursing 
degree course. Council also noted that the Academic Board was well satisfied with the academic reasons 
advanced for the 7-semester course.

Resolution No. C 15/8

Council agreed that the undergraduate degree course in Nursing Science would be 7 semesters in 
duration for a full-time student. Council also agreed that it would review this decision if overall funding 
for Nursing were to be reduced.

ITEM 12: DEGREE COURSE IN LAW

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor proposing a task force to look at the level of 
resources needed to mount a Law program effectively.

Council noted that this matter had been considered by the Futures Committee, the report of which had 
been considered at item 6. Council also noted the Vice-Chancellor's advice that the proposed degree 
course was aimed at students who had already completed a first degree with some law studies and who 
wished to proceed to qualify as lawyers. Council noted that the course would have a significant bias 
towards the area of commercial law, an area largely neglected in many traditional law degrees including 
that offered by the ANU. Council also noted that initially the program was designed for a relatively 
small intake of students. Council was advised that a concern of the accreditation panel assessing the 
proposed course was the University Library's holdings of suitable law materials. The Vice-Chancellor 
advised Council that two factors should be considered: firstly, the ACT contained substantial law 
materials in a number of libraries, and secondly, advances in technology were making law materials 
available relatively cheaply.

Council noted that the accreditation panel had appeared to view the proposed course as comparable to a 
traditional law degree whereas the University was seeking to establish an innovative course oriented 
towards the public practice of law rather than private practice.

Resolution No. C 15/9

Council agreed to establish a task force to look at the level of resources needed to mount the proposed 
Law degree effectively. Council also agreed that the Vice-Chancellor should seek a distinguished lawyer 
to head the task force, and that the task force be asked to report to Council early in 1992.
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ITEM 13: COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP AND COUNCIL MEETING DATES FOR 
1992

Council received a memorandum on Committee membership and a memorandum on Council meeting 
dates for 1992 from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Administration.

Committee Membership

Council noted that some changes in membership of Council committees were needed to take account of 
recent changes to student and staff representation.

Resolution No. C 15/10

Council agreed to appoint Ms Man Sze Lew and Ms Wendy Bell to the Finance Committee.

Resolution No. C 15/11

Council agreed to appoint Ms Man Sze Lew, Ms Wendy Bell and Mr Jim Hanratty to the Futures 
Committee.

Resolution No. C 15/12

Council agreed that these appointments would be for the present term of the members' appointment to 
Council or until such earlier date as Council may subsequently determine.

Council noted that a comprehensive review of its committee structure and membership would be 
prepared for the meeting of Council scheduled for 26 February 1992.

Council Meeting Dates

Resolution No. C 15/13

Council agreed to a schedule of meeting dates for 1992 as follows:

Council Meetings (Academic Board Meetings)

26 February (17 February)

8 April (30 March)
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27 May (18 May)

8 July (29 June)

19 August (10 August)

30 September (21 September)

11 November (2 November)

ITEM 14: REPORT OF ELECTIONS FOR COUNCIL MEMBERS

Council received and noted a report from the Returning Officer concerning the elections of a non-
teaching staff member, the senior academic staff member, the graduate member, the full-time student 
member and the part-time student member of Council.

Council noted that the following candidates had been declared elected:

1.  Non-teaching Staff Member - Ms Wendy Bell

Ms Bell will hold office for two years from 27 September 1991.

2.  Senior Academic Staff Member - Associate Professor Jennifer James

Associate Professor James will hold office for two years from 27 September 1991.

3.  Graduate Member - Ms Patricia Cooper

Ms Cooper will hold office for one year from 27 September 1991.

4.  Full-time Student Member - Ms Man Sze Lew

Ms Lew will hold office for one year from 27 September 1991.

5.  Part-time Student Member - no nomination received

A by-election will be held on 6 November 1991.

ITEM 15: LIQUOR (REPEAL AND REPLACEMENT) AMENDMENT STATUTE 
1991
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Council received a memorandum from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Administration concerning a new 
statute. Council noted that the sale of liquor is governed on campus by the Liquor (Repeal and 
Replacement) Statute as amended which specifies those locations in the University where liquor may be 
sold. Council was advised that it had been necessary to prepare an amendment statute to provide for the 
sale of liquor in the Union bar when it is relocated to new premises on the A level of Building 1. 

Resolution No. C 15/14

Council agreed to exercise its powers under section 40 of the University of Canberra Act 1989 as 
amended and make the Liquor (Repeal and Replacement) Amendment Statute 1991 and agreed that the 
Registrar on behalf of the Chancellor should transmit the Statute to the Governor-General for approval; 
and agreed that the Registrar on behalf of the Council should cause the Statute, once approved, to be 
notified in the Gazette.

ITEM 16: STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION RETURNING OFFICER'S REPORT

Council received and noted a report from the Students' Association Returning Officer concerning recent 
elections for the Students' Association Committee and for the position of President of the Students' 
Association and other elected positions. Council noted that the new President of the Students' 
Association was Simon Corbell. 

Council also received and noted a report from the Students' Association Returning Officer concerning a 
referendum asking whether the Association should affiliate with the National Union of Students. 
Council noted that the student body had elected to affiliate with NUS.

ITEM 17: APPOINTMENT OF PRESIDENT OF AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

Council received and noted advice from Associate Professor Ken Taylor that he had been elected as 
President of the Australian Institute of Landscape Architects.

ITEM 18: USE OF UNIVERSITY SEAL

Council received and noted a report from the Vice-Chancellor on the use of the University Seal.

ITEM 19: OTHER BUSINESS

Students' Association Allocations from Special Development Fund

Council received a memorandum from the Students' Association advising that a general meeting held on 
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19 August 1991 had authorised expenditure from the Students' Association Special Development Fund 
as follows:

●     People With Disabilities Committee an amount of $44,450 for the purchase of equipment.
●     The Faculty of Humanities and Sciences in the University of El Salvador a one-off grant of A

$10,000 to establish a photocopying and duplicating service.
●     Refurbishment of the SA Office with a maximum cost of $25,000.
●     Desktop publishing software and hardware for use in the production of the Association's journal 

CURIO, at a maximum cost of $24,000.
●     Computer terminals, another printer, cabling etc to a maximum of $20,000 for the Association.

Resolution No. C 15/15

Council approved the allocation of funds authorised by the Students' Association general meeting as 
recommended above.

Academic Dress

Council members viewed a sample gown and hood made according to the specifications approved at the 
last Council meeting.

Position of Chancellor

The meeting was closed for consideration of this matter.

Council noted the Chancellor's advice that when her term of appointment expires on 31 December 1991, 
she will not be available for reappointment.

The Vice-Chancellor advised Council that in the light of the Chancellor's advice to him of her intentions, 
he had been considering a number of possible candidates for the position of Chancellor including one 
person of prominence whose name he disclosed to Council.

Resolution No. C 15/16

Council agreed to authorise the Vice-Chancellor to invite the person mentioned to become Chancellor 
from 1 January 1992. If the person accepts, Council asked the Vice-Chancellor to notify each Council 
member, and noted that an announcement would be made at the next Council meeting.

Council Membership

Council received oral advice that the Act amending the University of Canberra Act 1989 which provided 
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for some changes to the Council membership had received Royal Assent. Council noted that additional 
members appointed by the Governor-General would probably not be known for some time yet.

The meeting concluded at 8.00 pm.
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