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1991

Present:

●     Dr J Blackburn (Chancellor)
●     Professor D Aitkin
●     Associate Professor C Annice
●     Mr S L Cirilli
●     Mr M F Clarkin
●     Dr M A Edwards
●     Mr D R G Gould
●     Mr J R Hanratty
●     Associate Professor J A James
●     Mr I Mackintosh
●     Mr I McLeod 
●     Mr G Eadie (Secretary)

In Attendance:

●     Mr G R Dennett
●     Dr J M Grant
●     Professor R B Mitchell

Apologies:

●     Ms J Glass
●     Mr W Harris
●     Professor M I Logan

ITEM 1: MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Council received the Minutes of Council Meeting No. 10 held on Wednesday 27 February 1991.

Resolution No. C 11/1

Council agreed to accept the Minutes of Council Meeting No. 10 as a true record of proceedings.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Item 2: Vice-Chancellor's Report
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1.  Council noted the Vice-Chancellor's assurance that the conditions for the prizes to be instituted in 
the name of the Chancellor would include student assessment of teaching as part of the criteria 
for the award of these prizes.

2.  Council noted that copies of the document on Strategic Planning, prepared by a committee of the 
Academic Board, had been circulated to Council members. Council noted that the Vice-
Chancellor's vision for the University included the development of a strategic plan in concert 
with the Academic Board.

Item 6: Report of the Academic Board

1.  Council noted that a paper from the student members of Council concerning Stone Day had not 
yet been submitted for its consideration.

2.  Council noted that the Vice-Chancellor had had discussions with the Monash Vice-Chancellor 
concerning the establishment of the David Syme Management Education Centre in Canberra in 
competition with this University. Council noted that Professor Aitkin was continuing his 
enquiries into the establishment of this centre from the now closed Management and Policy 
Studies Centre.

ITEM 2: VICE-CHANCELLOR'S REPORT

The Vice-Chancellor gave Council an oral report concerning the matters set out below.

1.  The Vice-Chancellor reported on a meeting which he had recently had with Professor Logan, 
Monash Vice-Chancellor, concerning the sponsorship agreement between the University of 
Canberra and Monash University. He indicated that Monash University was comfortable with the 
sponsorship arrangement and happy to continue until the end of 1992. Professor Aitkin indicated 
that he favoured a continuation of the sponsorship arrangement until it lapsed at the end of 1992.

2.  The Vice-Chancellor informed Council that there was a pressing need for a major lecture theatre 
complex to be constructed on campus to accommodate larger classes. Council noted the Vice-
Chancellor's intention to have sketch plans drawn up in the near future to allow a suitable facility 
to be costed. Council noted that it was hoped to get a commitment from the Commonwealth for 
funding to be provided in 1994. If such funding were to be provided, the Vice-Chancellor 
indicated that he would explore the possibility of borrowing funds to permit the construction of 
the complex in time for its use for the 1993 academic year. Council noted a suggestion that this 
complex could be a facility available to the wider community and that its funding might include a 
private sector component. Council was advised that the complex could be required to cater for 
units of study with enrolments as high as 1,000 students. Council also noted that its design should 
be based on the best pedagogical solution for teaching large classes.

3.  The Vice-Chancellor informed Council that he had written to the Vice-Chancellor of the 
Australian National University seeking to establish a joint committee to consider the profiles of 
both Universities before negotiations commence with the Commonwealth for funding for the next 
triennium. Council noted that the ANU had agreed to establish such a committee and the first 
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meeting would be held very shortly.
4.  Council noted advice that the Vice-Chancellor would be addressing a second general meeting of 

all staff on 11 April and proposed a further address on 9 May 1991. Council noted that the 9 May 
address would consider strategic planning for the University.

5.  Council noted the Vice-Chancellor's comments on the issue of overcrowding. Council noted that 
the University had experienced an increased demand especially in its vocationally oriented 
courses. Council noted that all universities had experienced unforeseen increases in demand and 
that this could be due, in part, to the current economic climate. Council noted that the Vice-
Chancellor had established a working party to review the University's approach to the admission 
of students. Council noted that the increased student load had placed considerable increased 
demand on the University's facilities and staff. Council noted that the taping of lectures had 
declined due to funding difficulties and that increased useage of car parks had created difficulties 
for both staff and students. Council was advised that lighting and surface conditions in some 
temporary carparks were of concern. The Vice-Chancellor informed Council that the difficulties 
with parking would be considered by the University's Parking Committee and that there would be 
a further report to Council on this matter.

6.  Council noted a comment that new courses recently approved for introduction may impose an 
additional strain on the University's resources. Council noted that while it was the responsibility 
of each faculty to manage the costs of their endeavours, the number of courses offered by the 
University appears to be expanding. Council noted the Vice-Chancellor's comment that the 
University's culture concerning the introduction of new courses and the discontinuation of old 
courses would have to change to take account of zero-based budgeting. The Vice-Chancellor 
advised Council that he planned to have a document about strategic planning in the University for 
Council to consider at its next meeting. The document would address the relevant issues 
including the decision-making structure and the setting of a timetable for the development of a 
strategic plan for the University.

ITEM 3: REPORT OF SELECTION PANEL FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
PROFESSOR OF APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY

Council received a report from the selection panel which considered candidates for appointment to the 
position of Professor and Head of the Centre for Applied Psychology. Council noted that the selection 
panel had included Professor R Day, Head of Department of Psychology, Monash University; Professor 
J Turner, Head of Department of Psychology, ANU; and Dr R Lee, Director, Bureau of Air Safety 
Investigations. Council noted that the post had been advertised nationally and internationally and had 
attracted a strong field.

Resolution No. C 11/2

Council agreed to the recommendation of the selection panel that the position of Professor of Applied 
Psychology and Head of the Centre for Applied Psychology be offered to Dr Kim Kirsner.
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ITEM 4: THE FUTURE OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE ACT

Council received a paper from the Vice-Chancellor concerning a recent statement by the Minister for 
Higher Education and Employment Services, the Hon. Peter Baldwin MP, concerning the advice of 
Professor Ian Chubb, Chair of the Higher Education Council, which the government had sought on the 
implication of the Stephen Report for higher education in the Australian Capital Territory. Council noted 
that while the government's decision did not involve any legislative changes, it nevertheless contained 
administrative changes which would have considerable impact upon this University and upon the ANU. 
Council noted that the Commonwealth's intention to set a one-line budget for higher education in the 
ACT would necessitate close cooperation between this University and the ANU. Council noted that the 
Minister's statement had suggested that the two universities might consider a federated model of 
amalgamation moving towards full integration over a period of time. Council noted that the Minister's 
statement provided this University with an opportunity to preserve its distinctive mission while placing a 
responsibility on the two universities to agree on complementary course offerings which would meet 
community expectations on the use of scarce resources in the ACT.

Resolution No. C 11/3

Council agreed that the Chancellor and the Vice-Chancellor should write to the Minister on Council's 
behalf welcoming the Minister's response and agreeing to enter into negotiations with the Australian 
National University for a federated model of amalgamation. Council also agreed that the letter should 
indicate that the Council of this University was prepared to work towards full amalgamation or such 
close cooperation as to make the two universities function effectively as one.

ITEM 5: REPORT OF THE ACADEMIC BOARD

Council received a report from the Academic Board meeting no. 91/2 held on Tuesday 2 April 1991. 
Council dealt with matters raised in the report as follows:

1.  Accreditation of Courses

Council received recommendations from the Academic Board for the accreditation of the 
undergraduate honours degree course in Computing Studies and the undergraduate honours 
degree course in Computer Science. Council was advised that the accreditation panel reports had 
been accepted by the Faculty of Information Sciences and Engineering and the accreditation 
documents had been amended in accordance with the advice of the accreditation panel.

Resolution No. C 11/4

Council agreed to accredit each of these courses for a period of six years from 1 January 1991 to 
31 December 1996. 
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2.  Granting of Awards

Council received advice from the Academic Board that it had granted awards to those students 
whom Faculty Boards had certified as meeting the academic requirements for their awards and 
who had complied with the Statutes and Rules of the University.

Resolution No. C 11/5

Council agreed to exercise its powers under Rule 6 of the Conferring of Awards Rules and 
authorised the Chancellor to confer awards on those students whom Academic Board has granted 
their awards, subject to the students' compliance with the Statutes and Rules of the University, at 
the next conferring ceremonies.

3.  Academic Standing of Honours Degrees

Council noted that Academic Board had considered the need to monitor the award of honours 
degrees on a university-wide basis. Council was advised by the Vice-Chancellor that the 
assistance of Monash University might be sought to provide external examiners for the 
assessment of honours degree candidates. Council noted that such a process could provide an 
appropriate quality control mechanism.

ITEM 6: REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Council received a report of the Finance Committee meeting held on Wednesday 27 March 1991. 
Council dealt with matters raised in the report as follows:

1.  Rollovers

Council noted that the Finance Committee had discussed the budgetary procedure of rolling-over 
a surplus (or deficit) in cost centre managers' areas of responsibility and had confirmed the 
appropriateness of this procedure. Council noted that the procedure was considered inappropriate 
for administrative cost centres.

2.  Additional Income in 1990

Council noted that additional income in 1990 from supplementation had been considered by the 
Committee and had been proportionally allocated to all budget centres in accordance with the 
1990 budget.

3.  Financial Statements Year Ending 31 December 1990
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Council received and noted a copy of the unaudited financial statements of the University for the 
year ending 31 December 1990. Council's attention was drawn to a reduction in tuition fees and 
charges from 1989 to 1990. Council noted that the Vice-Chancellor would investigate and report 
back to Council at its next meeting.

4.  Revenue from Outside Sources

Council received and noted a paper prepared by the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Finance 
concerning the possibilities of raising additional revenue from other than traditional sources. 
Council noted that the document did not canvass the possibility of parking fees nor charges for 
many student services. Council also noted the Vice-Chancellor's comment that the University 
ought not to expect much increase in revenue from such sources because facilities like 
universities were not established as business enterprises. Council also noted that the Vice-
Chancellor proposed to review the provision of research and consultancy services by the 
University and staff of the University.

5.  House for Vice-Chancellor

Council noted advice that a house had been purchased recently for occupation by the Vice-
Chancellor. 

ITEM 7: ARRANGEMENTS FOR CONFERRING OF DEGREES

Council received and noted a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor informing members of the 
arrangements for the conferring of awards. Council noted that four ceremonies would be held, two on 
Thursday 2 May, and two on Friday 3 May.

ITEM 8: REPORT OF STUDENT CONDUCT COMMITTEE

Council noted advice from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Administration that the Student Conduct 
Committee had met on the afternoon of Tuesday 9 April 1991 and had deferred consideration of one 
matter and resolved the other without needing to make a recommendation to Council.

ITEM 9: OPENING OF NEW BUILDINGS

Council received and noted a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor concerning the opening of the 
Information Sciences and Engineering Building and the Nursing Science Building.

ITEM 10: USE OF UNIVERSITY SEAL

Council received and noted a report from the Vice-Chancellor on the use of the University Seal.
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ITEM 11: OTHER BUSINESS

1.  Admission to Honorary Degree

Council received a memorandum from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Administration reporting 
that the Board of Deans had met and considered a nomination for the award of an honorary 
degree from the committee established under the Honorary Degree Rules. Council noted that the 
Board of Deans is empowered under the Rules to recommend that the award of a degree is 
appropriate in a particular case and to certify that the person proposed is worthy to be admitted to 
the degree.

Resolution No. C 11/6

Acting on the recommendation of the Board of Deans, Council agreed to exercise its powers 
under Rule 4 of the Honorary Degree Rules 1990 and admit Laurence Norman Richard 
Carmichael to the honorary degree of Doctor of the University.

2.  Award of University Medal

Council noted advice that the Academic Board had accepted a recommendation from the Board 
of Deans, acting as a subcommittee of the Academic Board, that a University Medal be awarded 
to Christine Margaret Fulton who was to have the degree of Bachelor of Arts in Library and 
Information Studies conferred at the May ceremonies.

The meeting concluded at 12.15 pm.
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