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Minutes of Council Meeting No. 9 held on Wednesday, 14 
November 1990

Present:

●     Dr J. Blackburn (Chancellor)
●     Professor J. Brine
●     Mr S. L. Cirilli
●     Mr M. F. Clarkin
●     Ms J. Glass
●     Mr D.R.G. Gould
●     Mr J. R. Hanratty
●     Associate Professor J. A. James
●     Professor M. I. Logan
●     Mr I. Mackintosh
●     Mr I. McLeod
●     Mr G. Eadie (Secretary)

In Attendance:

●     Dr J. M. Grant
●     Professor R. B. Mitchell

Apologies:

●     Associate Professor C. Annice
●     Dr M. A. Edwards

The Chancellor welcomed Mr S. Cirilli, the newly-elected part-time student member of Council, to his 
first meeting.

Establishment of W. J. Weeden Postgraduate Scholarship Trust Fund
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The Chancellor welcomed Mr and Mrs W. J. Weeden to the Council meeting and accepted a formal 
presentation by Mr Weeden of a gift of $50,000 to establish the W. J. Weeden Postgraduate Scholarship 
Trust Fund. The Chancellor conveyed to Mr Weeden the thanks of the University for his generous 
donation. Mrs Weeden presented an antique Persian bowl to the University art collection.

ITEM 1: MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Council received the Minutes of Council Meeting No. 8 held on Wednesday, 3 October 1990.

Resolution No. C 9/1

Council agreed to accept the Minutes of Council Meeting No. 8 with the following amendments:

The paragraph immediately above item 1 should be deleted and the following words inserted "The 
Chancellor welcomed Ms J. Glass, the newly elected full-time student member of Council, to her first 
meeting."

The paragraph under item 1 should be deleted and the following words inserted "Council received the 
Minutes of Council Meeting No. 7 held on Wednesday, 22 August 1990."

Item 22 (b) line 4 - the initial word "added" should be deleted and the word "noted" inserted.

Matters arising from the Minutes

Council noted that the question raised by Dr M. Edwards concerning the raising by the University of 
additional revenue would be considered by the Finance Committee at its meeting on 28 November.

Council noted that the 1991 budget was not yet available but would be considered by the Finance 
Committee on 28 November and that the University would operate on the budget approved by the 
Finance Committee pending approval by Council at its February 1991 meeting.

Council noted that the Faculty of Communication had not yet supplied details as to how the academic 
programme of the Faculty would be delivered within the financial framework proposed by the Faculty 
for 1991 and future years.

Council noted that the question of the University's budget monitoring mechanisms which the Acting 
Vice-Chancellor was asked to review would be considered in the Acting Vice-Chancellor's paper at Item 
12 of the Agenda.

ITEM 2 ACTING VICE-CHANCELLOR'S REPORT
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The Acting Vice-Chancellor presented an oral report. Council noted the Acting Vice-Chancellor's 
comments concerning the profile negotiations and her advice that DEET has indicated that the 
University would be given growth figures for the three years 1991-1993 of 40, 20 and 30 respectively. 
Council noted the Acting Vice-Chancellor's advice that DEET had informed The Australian National 
University that its over funding situation would be dealt with over the next three years by a funding cut 
representing 60% and unfunded growth representing 40% of the over funding. Council noted that DEET 
had indicated that it would take some interest in the areas in which the ANU might grow. Council noted 
that the Stephen Review of the Institute of Advanced Studies had recommended separate funding for the 
Research Schools.

Council noted the Acting Vice-Chancellor's comment that the University's performance in relation to 
research grants could be improved. Council was also advised that the Staff Association had indicated 
that it was taking industrial action in support of award negotiations being conducted with AHEIA and 
that examination results would not be processed. Council was advised that the Industrial Commission 
had issued an order for the lifting of work bans. Council was advised that negotiations over PhD 
accreditation had been conducted successfully and that Monash University had been extremely helpful 
in this process. Council was also advised that the first review of the Faculties, that of Information 
Sciences and Engineering, had recently been completed and that recommendations would be brought to 
the February 1991 Council.

The Acting Vice-Chancellor thanked Council for its support during her acting appointment.

Resolution No. C 9/2

Council agreed unanimously to thank Professor Judith Brine for her work as Acting Vice-Chancellor.

ITEM 3 BY-ELECTION FOR PART-TIME STUDENT MEMBER OF COUNCIL

Council received and noted a memorandum from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Administration 
indicating that Mr S. L. Cirilli had been elected as part-time student member of Council and that he 
would hold this office until 26 September 1991.

ITEM 4 REPORT OF THE SELECTION COMMITTEE FOR THE POSITION OF 
VICE-CHANCELLOR

Council closed the meeting for this item.

The Chancellor invited the President of the Association of Academic Staff, Dr J. O'Brien, to be present 
during her report.
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The Chancellor presented a report to Council on the selection of the Vice-Chancellor.

Resolution No. C 9/3 

Council agreed unanimously to the appointment of Professor D. A. Aitkin to the position of Vice-
Chancellor.

Mr J. R. Hanratty requested that his concern be noted that the procedure involving a public presentation 
by candidates to the University had not been followed.

ITEM 5 APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL MEMBER BY COUNCIL

Council received a memorandum from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Administration concerning the 
appointment of a Council member by Council.

Resolution No. C 9/4

Council agreed to establish a sub-committee to advise Council on this matter comprising the Chancellor, 
the Vice-Chancellor, Mr J. R. Hanratty, Mr I. Mackintosh and Ms J. Glass.

ITEM 6 APPOINTMENT OF EMERITUS PROFESSORS

Council received a memorandum from the Acting Vice-Chancellor concerning the appointment of 
Emeritus Professors.

Resolution No. C 9/5

Council agreed to establish guidelines for the appointment of Emeritus Professors.

Council considered the position of nine former members of the staff of the Canberra College of 
Advanced Education to whom the title Emeritus Fellow had been awarded.

Resolution No. C 9/6

Council agreed to grant the title Emeritus Professor to the nine former College Fellows to whom the title 
Emeritus Fellow had been awarded.

Council considered the proposal that the title Emeritus Professor should be awarded to Professor D. L. 
Overheu upon his retirement.

Resolution No. C 9/7 
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Council agreed to award the title Emeritus Professor to Professor Overheu upon his retirement.

ITEM 7 REPORT OF ENQUIRY INTO THE ROLE OF PROFESSORS AND 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS

The Acting Vice-Chancellor, Professor Judith Brine, presented the report of the enquiry into the role of 
Professors and Associate Professors. Professor Brine recommended to Council the acceptance of the 
report with the following amendments.

1.  That the model for the structure of the Management Committee should be amended so that the 
Management Committee remains advisory to the Chief Executive.

2.  That recommendation 13 be changed to include Senior Lecturers as eligible for the post of Dean.
3.  That in relation to recommendation 4 any negotiation of the duties and responsibilities of 

Professors and Associate Professors conducted by Deans should take place within the context of 
award negotiations.

4.  That recommendations 11c and 18 be deleted.

Council noted a proposal that recommendation 4 concerning the negotiation of the roles of Professors 
and Associate Professors by Deans should be amended to include a requirement that these changes 
would be negotiated between the Deans and the staff involved. Council also noted the view that the 
report had not addressed the question of academic structure or itself addressed the question of the roles 
of Professors and Associate Professors but had left this matter to be negotiated between Deans and their 
senior staff.

Resolution No. C 9/8

Council agreed in a majority decision to accept the recommendations of the report as amended and with 
the inclusion of the requirement in recommendation 4 that any changes to the duties, responsibilities and 
discipline linked titles of Professors and Associate Professors should be negotiated between the Deans 
and the staff involved.

Council was advised that at its next meeting three year academic plans would be presented for the 
Faculties which would include proposals concerning the structure of Faculties.

Council noted that the question of the discipline specific titles of Professors and Associate Professors 
would be considered again at a future meeting.

ITEM 8 ESTABLISHMENT OF PROFESSORIAL/ASSOCIATE PROFESSORIAL 
POST IN APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY
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Council received a memorandum from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Administration concerning the 
establishment of a Professorial/ Associate Professorial post in Applied Psychology and the appointment 
of a selection committee.

Council noted that at its October 1990 meeting the quorum lapsed prior to the consideration of the 
establishment of a post in Applied Psychology and that the Chancellor had authorised the advertisement 
of the post at Professorial/Associate Professorial level.

Resolution No. C 9/9

Council agreed to approve the establishment of a post in Applied Psychology at Professorial level on the 
understanding that it might be filled at either Professorial or Associate Professorial level.

Resolution No. C 9/10

Council agreed to establish a selection committee for the post comprising Professor M. G. Irving 
(Chair), the Vice-Chancellor, Professor J. Turner (ANU), Professor J. C. Walker, Dr L. Hort, Dr J. Gross 
and a representative from Monash University.

ITEM 9 RELOCATION OF SPORTS STUDIES

Council received a memorandum from the Acting Vice-Chancellor recommending that Council agree to 
the relocation of Sports Studies from the Faculty of Communication to the Faculty of Applied Science. 
Council noted that the Faculty of Applied Science had not considered the question of the relocation of 
Sports Studies and noted a suggestion that perhaps the matter could wait until the three year academic 
plan for the Faculty was discussed.

Council noted advice that the relocation of Sports Studies from Communication to Applied Science 
would be revenue neutral for the other Faculties and that that portion of the deficit of the Faculty of 
Communication attributable to Sports Studies would be transferred to the Faculty of Applied Science.

Resolution No. C 9/11

Council agreed to transfer Sports Studies from the Faculty of Communication to the Faculty of Applied 
Science with effect from 1 January 1991.

ITEM 10 FUTURE OF THE MANUFACTURING SYSTEMS ENGINEERING 
COURSE

Council received a report on a proposal to discontinue the course leading to the degree of Bachelor of 
Engineering in Manufacturing Systems Engineering. The Dean of the Faculty of Information Sciences 
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and Engineering addressed Council on the matter.

Resolution No. C 9/12

Council agreed to suspend the Manufacturing Systems Engineering course with effect from the end of 
1990 and to seek funds from DEET to facilitate the provision of alternative arrangements for students 
enrolled in the course.

ITEM 11 FUTURE OF THE MANAGEMENT AND POLICY STUDIES CENTRE

Council received a paper prepared by the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Finance on the future of the 
Management and Policy Studies Centre. Council noted that the review of the MAPS Centre 
recommended that the MAPS Centre should close at the end of 1990 and that the Extension Services 
Committee should be reconvened to reconsider future arrangements for the provision of professional and 
continuing education.

Resolution No. C 9/13

Council agreed to close the MAPS Centre at the end of 1990 and to request the Vice-Chancellor to 
reconvene the Extension Services Committee to consider future arrangements for the provision of 
professional and continuing education.

ITEM 12 FRAMEWORK FOR DEVELOPING POLICY AND STRATEGY IN THE 
UNIVERSITY OF CANBERRA

Council received and noted a paper prepared by the Acting Vice-Chancellor on the framework for 
developing policy and strategy in the University of Canberra.

ITEM 13 REPORT OF THE ACADEMIC BOARD

Council received a report of Academic Board meeting number 6 and dealt with the following matters.

1. Decision making processes at the strategic level

Council noted that the Academic Board had established a working party to review existing and possible 
alternative processes for strategic decision making within the University.

2. Research management plan

Council received the research management plan which had been endorsed by the Academic Board.
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Resolution No. C 9/14

Council agreed to approve the research management plan.

3. Applied Psychology

Council noted the terms of reference for an inter-Faculty committee on Applied Psychology established 
by the Academic Board under the chairmanship of Dr L. Hort.

4. Summer semester

Council noted steps undertaken by the Academic Board in relation to the consideration of a proposal to 
introduce a summer semester in 1992.

5. New course proposal

Council noted that the Academic Board had supported the introduction of a Bachelor of Laws course.

Resolution No. C 9/15

Council approved the new course proposal for a Bachelor of Laws course subject to the Finance 
Committee's agreement to the financial arrangements for the introduction of the course.

6. Doctoral degreee course by research - accreditation

Council noted the recommendation of the Academic Board concerning the PhD accreditation and dealt 
with this matter under Agenda Item 14.

ITEM 14 PhD ACCREDITATION

Council received a memorandum from the Acting Vice-Chancellor concerning the accreditation of the 
doctoral degree course by research leading to the degree of Doctor of Philosophy and concerning the 
recommendation of the Higher Degree and Scholarships Committee and Academic Board that the 
revised policy statement "Policy on Higher Degrees" should be confirmed.

Resolution No. C 9/16

Council agreed to approve the accreditation of the doctoral degree course leading to the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy for the period of 7 November 1990 to 31 December 1996.

Resolution No. C 9/17
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Council agreed to confirm the revised policy statement "Policy on Higher Degrees".

ITEM 15 LEGISLATION COMMITTEE

Council received a report of the Legislation Committee.

Resolution No. C 9/18

Council agreed to:

a.  exercise its powers under section 40 of the University of Canberra Act 1989, and make -

i.  the Courses and Awards Amendment Statute (No. 2) 1990; and

ii.  the Academic Progress Amendment Statute 1990;

b.  exercise its powers under section 4 of the Academic Progress Statute 1990 and make the 
Academic Progress Amendment Rules 1990;

c.  exercise its powers under section 2 of the Admissions Statute and make the Admission 
Amendment Rules 1990;

d.  exercise its powers under subsection 8(2) of the Interpretation (Repeal and Replacement Statute) 
and specify -

i.  20 February 1991 as the date on which the Academic Progress Amendment Rules 1990 
came into operation; and

ii.  22 November 1990 as the date on which the Admission Amendment Rules 1990 come 
into operation;

e.  authorise the Registrar to authenticate the originals of these two sets of Rules, in the usual way.

ITEM 16 SUPERANNATION STATUTE

Council received a memorandum from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Administration covering a copy 
of a proposed consolidation and replacement statute incorporating the operative provisions of the 
existing University Superannuation Statutes and changes agreed by Council to the Superannuation 
Scheme. Council noted that the proposed new statute also included two changes for which Council 
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approval had not yet been granted.

Resolution No. C 9/19

Council agreed in relation to a Council decision of 1988 to increase the current level of pensions by 
7.5%, the wording in the statute should refer to a scaling up factor of "107.5% or such higher percentage 
determined by the Council on the advice of an actuary...".

Resolution No. C 9/20

Council agreed that the indexation of pensions should be applied to 100% of the pension available under 
the scheme.

Resolution No. C 9/21

Council agreed to exercise its powers under section 40 of the University of Canberra Act 1989 and make 
the Staff Superannuation Statute 1990.

ITEM 17 REPORT OF THE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY COMMITTEE

Council received and noted the report of the Equal Opportunity Committee prepared by the Equal 
Opportunity Officer.

Resolution No. C 9/22

Council agreed that the University should enter the portfolio Affirmative Action awards for its 
achievement in increasing the proportion of academic staff who are female.

ITEM 18 FORMAL NAME CHANGE FOR THE UNION

Resolution No. C 9/23

Council agreed to change the name of the Union from the Canberra College of Advanced Education 
Union to the University of Canberra Union.

ITEM 19 COUNCIL DATES FOR 1991

Council received a memorandum from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Administration setting out 
Council meeting dates for 1991.
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Resolution No. C 9/24

Council agreed to the proposed meeting dates for 1991 and agreed that meetings would commence at 
9.00 am.

ITEM 20 ARRANGEMENTS FOR CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR PERIOD

Council received and noted a memorandum from the Assistant Vice-Chancellor - Administration 
concerning proposed arrangements for the Christmas and New Year period.

Resolution No. C 9/25

Council agreed to grant Thursday, 27 and Friday, 28 December 1990 as University holidays additional 
to the public holidays on 25, 26 and 31 December 1990 and 1 January 1991.

ITEM 21 OTHER BUSINESS

1. University Foundation working party

Council received a memorandum from the Acting Vice-Chancellor concerning the University 
Foundation working party.

Resolution No. C 9/26

Council agreed that the University Foundation working party should be asked to develop the proposal 
that statutory provision be made for the establishment of a convocation and that the working party 
should consult with the members of the executive committee of The Convocation.

2. Report of the Student Conduct Committee

Council received and noted the report of the Student Conduct Committee.

3. Proposed statement on animal and human experimentation ethics

Resolution No. C 9/27

Council agreed to endorse the proposed statement on animal and human experimentation ethics 
submitted by the chairperson of the Institutional Ethics Committee.

The meeting closed at 4.50 p.m.
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