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14.  Report on 1990 Enrolments
15.  Other Business

Minutes of Council Meeting No. 1 held on 15 February 1990

PRESENT:

●     Mr I Mackintosh (Chair)
●     Associate Professor C Annice
●     Professor R Baxt
●     Mr M F Clarkin
●     Mr L Croft
●     Mr M Davidson
●     Mr P S Grimsley
●     Mr J R Hanratty
●     Associate Professor J A James
●     Professor J A Hay (for Professor M I Logan)
●     Mr I McShane 
●     Professor R D Scott
●     Mr G McL Eadie (Secretary)

IN ATTENDANCE:

●     Mr G R Dennett
●     Dr J M Grant
●     Professor R B Mitchell

APOLOGIES:

●     Dr M Edwards

Election of Chair

The Vice-Chancellor assumed the Chair and welcomed members to the meeting. The Vice-Chancellor 
suggested to Council that, as the full membership of Council was not yet known, the election of a 
Chancellor be held over until the next meeting. He suggested that in the interim a member present be 
elected as Chair.

Resolution No. C 1/1
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Council agreed to defer the election of a Chancellor until its next meeting and to elect a member to chair 
the meeting.

The Vice-Chancellor called for nominations for the Chair.

Resolution No. C 1/2

Council agreed to appoint Mr I Mackintosh to chair the meeting.

Mr Mackintosh assumed the Chair.

ITEM 1: CONFIDENTIALITY OF PROCEEDINGS AND PROCEDURES FOR 
OPEN COUNCIL MEETINGS

The Chairman declared the meeting closed for consideration of this item. Council received papers from 
the Assistant Principal - Administration, suggesting a code of conventions for the confidentiality of 
Council proceedings and procedures which would establish the basis for Council meetings being opened 
to the public.

Resolution No. C 1/3

Council agreed to adopt the code of conventions relating to confidentiality of Council and committee 
proceedings as proposed. Council noted that the conventions adopted did not impose any restriction on 
elected members reporting on the public business of Council to their electorates provided that they did 
not purport to be speaking on behalf of the Council. 

Resolution No. C 1/4

Council agreed to adopt the procedures for open Council meetings as set out in the agenda paper. The 
Chairman declared the meeting to be open to the public.

ITEM 2: MINUTES OF CCAE COUNCIL MEETING NO. 188 AND FLYING 
MINUTE OF 14 DECEMBER 1989

Council received the minutes of the CCAE Council Meeting No. 188 held on Wednesday 29 November 
1989 and a flying minute dated 14 December 1989.

Resolution No. C 1/5

Council agreed to accept the minutes of CCAE Council Meeting No. 188 as a true record of proceedings 
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with the following amendment:

Page 7: Change the wording under the heading "Salary Loadings" from "that in the first instance 
applications for loadings would be restricted to staff in the Accounting discipline." to "to establish 
loadings in the Accounting discipline.".

Resolution No. C 1/6

Council endorsed the decisions taken by the flying minute of 14 December 1989 as follows:

On the recommendation of the Strategy & Education Committee, Council agreed to - 

a.  accredit the major area of study of Organisational Communication within the undergraduate 
degree course in Communication for the period commencing 1 January 1990 and co-terminous 
with the expiry of the current period of accreditation of the course; and

b.  reaccredit the postgraduate diploma and the postgraduate degree courses in Public 
Communication (to be renamed "Communication"), leading to the Graduate Diploma in 
Communication and the degree of Master of Arts in Communication respectively, for the period 
1 January 1990 to 31 December 1994.

Council agreed to amend the minutes of Meeting No. 186, Item 15 by adding: 

"Council was advised that the Strategy & Education Committee had considered a submission 
from the Board of Studies of the School of Information Sciences & Engineering for the awarding 
of degrees with honours for the four year Engineering courses in the fields of Communications 
Engineering, Computer Engineering, Electronics Engineering, and Manufacturing Systems 
Engineering. The Committee noted that this proposal had been endorsed by the Academic Board.

Resolution No. C 186/26

Council agreed to approve the introduction of the award of degrees with honours for the four year 
Engineering courses in the fields of Communications Engineering, Computer Engineering, 
Electronics Engineering, and Manufacturing Systems Engineering."

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES

Appointment of Heads of Schools

The Vice-Chancellor advised Council that he proposed to bring a paper recommending the composition 
of selection panels for the positions of Head of School of Communication and Head of School of 
Management to the next meeting.
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School of Engineering

The Vice-Chancellor indicated that he would invite Professor M J O'Kane to address the Council at its 
next meeting on the progress being made with the combined ACT School of Engineering. 

Payment of HECS for University staff

Council was advised that this matter would be brought before it through the Finance Committee. 

ITEM 3: CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from W J Weeden 

Council received with thanks a donation of $300 to the Library from Mr W J Weeden, a former member 
of the CCAE Council. 

ITEM 4: VICE-CHANCELLOR'S REPORT

The Vice-Chancellor spoke briefly about the issues which were to be considered by the Council at its 
first two meetings. Council noted that these were mostly procedural matters and matters of governance. 
The Vice-Chancellor also drew the attention of Council to issues which were currently being covered by 
the print and electronic media. These included the admission of students and the shortage of 
accommodation for students.

The Vice-Chancellor invited the Assistant Principal - Administration to report on the admission of 
students for 1990 through the Universities and Colleges Admission Centre (UCAC). Mr Eadie reported 
that, as it was the first time for this institution's participation in UCAC, outcomes were not readily 
predictable. While negotiations with DEET had been for 2922 new students and 3850 re-enrolling 
students for 1990, it appeared that the UCAC system might produce as many as 3200 new students. 
Council noted that there was no formal difficulty with the institution taking more students than agreed 
with DEET in the profile negotiations but there would be no additional funding and accommodation 
could be difficult.

Council was advised that both the Australian National University and the University of Canberra had 
many more applicants for student accommodation than was available on campus. Council noted that the 
Vice-Chancellor had authorised radio advertising for private accommodation for students. Council also 
noted that students were eligible to seek assistance from the ACT Administration for low cost housing in 
some circumstances. Council was advised by the Vice-Chancellor that the University's student 
accommodation was insufficient to meet current needs and that he would take whatever steps he could to 
develop a long-term solution to the problem.
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Clause 5 of Monash Agreement

Council was advised that the Vice-Chancellor and the Monash Vice-Chancellor would prepare a paper 
for the implementation of clause 5 of the Monash Agreement concerning the responsibility of the 
Monash Council to oversee certain decision-making of the University of Canberra Council, and submit it 
to a future meeting of the University of Canberra Council.

ITEM 5: COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP AND ELECTION OF CHANCELLOR

Council received a paper from the Assistant Principal - Administration concerning Council membership 
and the election of a Chancellor, together with correspondence from the Governor-General, the office of 
the Vice-Chancellor of Monash University and Professor R Baxt.

Council noted advice from the Governor-General that he had appointed Mr Michael Clarkin, Dr 
Meredith Edwards and Mr Ian Mackintosh to be members of the Council under sub-section 11(1)(b) of 
the University of Canberra Act 1989. The terms of their appointment were from 7 February 1990 to 31 
December 1992.

Council noted advice from the office of the Vice-Chancellor of Monash University nominating Professor 
M I Logan and Professor R Baxt to be members of the University of Canberra Council with Professor J 
A Hay as Professor Logan's alternate.

Resolution No. C 1/7

In accordance with sub-section 11(1)(d) of the University of Canberra Act 1989, Council agreed to 
appoint Professor M I Logan and Professor R Baxt as members of the University of Canberra Council, 
with Professor J A Hay as Professor Logan's alternate.

Council noted that the Governor-General had not yet appointed members of Council on the nomination 
of the Minister of the Australian Capital Territory responsible for matters relating to education. Council 
also noted that it had at its disposal two places for members to be appointed by Council.

Resolution No. C 1/8

Council agreed to appoint Dr Jean Blackburn as a member of Council appointed under sub-section 11(2) 
of the University of Canberra Act 1989 for the period commencing 15 February 1990 to 31 December 
1991.

Resolution No. C 1/9

Council agreed to consider the appointment of another member of Council under sub-section 11(2) of 
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the University of Canberra Act 1989 at its next meeting. Council invited members to provide names of 
suitable candidates to the Vice-Chancellor.

Council noted that the Vice-Chancellor would suggest procedures to be followed for the appointment of 
Council members by Council at its next meeting.

ITEM 6: MEMBERSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN VICE-CHANCELLORS' COMMITTEE

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor requesting Council's agreement to his 
seeking membership of the Australian Vice-Chancellors' Committee. Council noted that the Vice-
Chancellor had been invited to attend the most recent meeting of the AVCC as an observer.

Resolution No. C 1/10

Council endorsed the Vice-Chancellor's application for membership of the Australian Vice-Chancellors' 
Committee.

ITEM 7: MEMBERSHIP OF FINANCE COMMITTEE AND STUDENT CONDUCT 
COMMITTEE

Council received a memorandum from the Assistant Principal - Administration concerning the 
establishment and membership of a Finance Committee and membership of the Student Conduct 
Committee. Council noted that, under section 18 of the University of Canberra Act 1989, Council may 
delegate all or any of its functions and powers, except its power to make statutes, to the members of a 
committee or committees, consisting of (a) members of the Council, or (b) a member or members of the 
Council and other persons.

Finance Committee

Resolution No. C 1/11

Council agreed to establish the Finance Committee to advise Council of all matters concerning financial 
management of the University including annual budgets, triennial estimates, University accounts and 
investments and capital expenditure including that proposed by the Buildings & Site Sub-Committee of 
the Finance Committee. Council also agreed that the Finance Committee should advise Council on 
staffing policy relating to both general and academic staff, on superannuation matters, and exercise such 
functions and powers as may be delegated to it from time to time by the Council particularly in relation 
to expenditure of funds such as those allocated through the minor works budget.

Resolution No. C 1/12
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Council agreed that the Finance Committee should be comprised of - 

●     an external member of Council as Chair
●     the Vice-Chancellor
●     one of the persons appointed to Council on the nomination of the Vice-Chancellor of Monash 

University
●     two academic staff members of Council
●     a student member of Council
●     the general staff member of Council
●     the Assistant Principal - Finance & Resources

and agreed that the members should be - 

●     Mr I Mackintosh as Chair
●     Professor R Scott as Vice-Chancellor
●     Professor R Baxt as the Monash member
●     Associate Professor C Annice and Mr J Hanratty as academic staff members
●     Mr L J Croft as a student member
●     Mr M Davidson as general staff member
●     Professor R B Mitchell

Council noted that Professor Mitchell's office would provide a Secretary to the Committee.

Student Conduct Committee

Council was advised that the Student Conduct Statute (Statute No. 3) made under the Canberra College 
of Advanced Education Act 1967 and the Student Conduct Rules made pursuant to the Statute provide 
for a Student Conduct Committee to deal with breaches of the Rules. Council noted advice that there 
was a need for the Committee to consider some matters now as the academic year was about to 
commence.

Resolution No. C 1/13

Council agreed to appoint the Student Conduct Committee membership as follows - 

●     Dr M Edwards as Chair
●     Associate Professor J James as a member of Council
●     Mr L J Croft as a student
●     Associate Professor C Annice as a member of the full-time teaching staff
●     Ms L O'Brien not being a member of the Council.

Council agreed that staff or student members of the Committee who had any involvement with an issue 
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placed before the Committee would stand aside and the Vice-Chancellor would appoint a substitute.

ITEM 8: DELEGATIONS

Council received a memorandum from the Assistant Principal - Administration proposing that Council 
delegate a range of powers and functions to the Vice-Chancellor and senior staff of the University. 
Council noted that section 19 of the University of Canberra Act 1989 provides that Council may 
delegate all or any of its functions and powers under the Act (except its powers to make statutes) to a 
member of the Council or the Vice-Chancellor or a member of staff of the University. 

Resolution No. C 1/14

Council agreed to the delegations of authority for the Vice-Chancellor and senior staff of the University 
as proposed. 

Council noted advice that the Finance Committee would be invited to review the Delegations of 
Authority in due course.

ITEM 9: LEGISLATION

(a) Outstanding from 1989

●     Academic Progress Statute 1990
●     Courses & Awards Amendment Statute 1990
●     Granting of Status Amendment Statute 1990

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor concerning 3 statutes which had been made 
by the CCAE Council but which had not been transmitted to the Governor-General for approval before 
the repeal of the Canberra College of Advanced Education Act. Council noted that the draft statutes had 
been reprepared as statutes of the University of Canberra together with new Explanatory Notes. Council 
noted that section 40 of the University of Canberra Act 1989 gave it the power to make the statutes, and 
that when a statute is made by the Council it is to be sealed with the seal of the University and the 
Chancellor is required, under paragraph 42(2)(b) of the Act, to transmit the statute to the Governor-
General for approval. 

Resolution No. C 1/15

Council agreed to exercise its powers under section 40 of the University of Canberra Act 1989, and 
made the Academic Progress Statute 1990, the Course & Awards Amendment Statute 1990 and the 
Granting of Status Amendment Statute 1990; and agreed that the Registrar on behalf of the Chancellor 
should transmit the Statutes to the Governor-General for approval; and agreed that the Registrar on 
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behalf of the Council should cause the Statutes, once approved, to be notified in the Gazette.

(b) Academic Board Statute & Rules and consequential determinations

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor seeking a statute and rules and some 
determinations in relation to the Academic Board which is established under Division 3 of the University 
of Canberra Act 1989. Council was advised that section 8 of the Act specified the organisation of the 
University as comprising "such faculties and other bodies as determined by the Council.".

Resolution No. C 1/16

Council agreed to exercise its powers under section 8 of the Act and determined t}hat there should be, 
within the University, 6 faculties; and that the current 6 Schools would become the 6 faculties. 

Resolution No. C 1/17

Council agreed to exercise its powers under section 8 of the Act and determined that there should be, 
within the University, other bodies, to be known as the Library and the Computer Centre; and that the 
current Library and Computer Centre should become such other bodies.

Resolution No. C 1/18

Council agreed to exercise its powers under paragraph 20(d) of the Act and designated the Library and 
the Computer Centre, being other bodies determined under section 8 of the Act, to be other bodies for 
the purposes of paragraph 20(d) of the Act. 

Council considered drafts of the Academic Board Statute 1990 and the Academic Board (Election of 
Students) Rules 1990, including a revised draft of the Statute. Council noted that sub-section 40(1) and 
paragraphs 40(2)(c) and (e) empower the Council to make statutes in relation to the Academic Board, 
and any elections required for members of the Board.

Council's attention was drawn to the proposed membership of Academic Board as set out in the revised 
draft Statute.

Council considered the question of whether academic staff and student members of Council should be 
members ex officio of the Academic Board. Past experience indicated the value of sharing information 
between the two bodies as a result of this dual membership. Council affirmed that the only formal 
channel for communication between the Board and Council would be the Vice-Chancellor. As chairman 
of the Board, he would offer authoritative comment on Board views. It was also considered important 
for the Council to have access to the opinions of the most senior academics in the institution who might 
in the future not be members of Academic Board.
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Resolution No. C 1/19

Council agreed to vary the membership of the Academic Board by renumbering paragraphs 3(1)(f) to (k) 
to become 3(1)(g) to (l) and inserting a new paragraph 3(1)(f) to read "(f) any member of the academic 
staff who has been appointed as Professor by the Council, and who is not a member of the Board under 
another paragraph of this sub-section; and".

Resolution No. C 1/20

Council agreed to exercise its powers under section 40 of the University of Canberra Act 1989, and 
made the Academic Board Statute 1990, and authorised the Registrar on behalf of the Chancellor to 
transmit the Statute to the Governor-General for approval under paragraph 42(1)(b) of the Act, and 
authorised the Registrar on behalf of the Council to cause the Statute when approved to be notified in the 
Gazette, as required by paragraph 42(2)(a) of the Act. 

Resolution No. C 1/21

Council agreed to exercise its powers under section 12 of the Academic Board Statute 1990 and to make 
the Academic Board (Election of Students) Rules 1990, and to exercise its powers under sub-section 8(1) 
of the Interpretation (Repeal and Replacement) Statute, (Statute No. 36 of the College, as preserved 
under section 51 of the University of Canberra Act 1989), and agreed that the date on which the 
Academic Board Rules 1990 shall come into operation would be as specified in Rule 2 of these Rules, 
and authorised the Registrar as Secretary to the Council to authenticate the original of these Rules.

(c) Honorary Degree Amendment Statute & Rules and consequential determinations

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor seeking amendment to the existing 
legislation to empower the University to grant the honorary degree of Doctor of Philosophy, and seeking 
amendments of the procedures to be followed for the granting of an honorary degree consequent to 
changes in nomenclature and organisation brought about by the change in status of the institution from 
that of College to that of University. 

Council noted advice that few universities admit honoris causa to the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
but rather reserved higher doctoral degrees for this purpose. 

Resolution No. C 1/22

Council agreed that the draft Statute and Rules should have the words "Doctor of the University" 
substituted for "Doctor of Philosophy" wherever they appear.

Resolution No. C 1/23
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Council agreed to exercise its powers under section 40 of the University of Canberra Act 1989 and made 
the Honorary Degree Amendment Statute 1990, and agreed that the Registrar on behalf of the 
Chancellor should transmit the Statute to the Governor-General for approval, and agreed that the 
Registrar should cause the Statute, once approved, to be notified in the Gazette.

Resolution No. C 1/24

Council agreed to exercise its powers under section 3 of the Honorary Degree Statute 1988, and made 
the Honorary Degree Amendment Rules 1990, and agreed to exercise its powers under sub-section 8(1) 
of the Interpretation (Repeal and Replacement) Statute and agreed that the date on which the Honorary 
Degree Amendment Rules 1990 shall come into operation would be as specified in Rule 2 of these Rules, 
and authorised the Registrar as Secretary to the Council to authenticate the original of these Rules. 

Resolution No. C1/25

Council agreed to establish the Board of Heads of Faculties under Rule 2 of the Honorary Degree Rules 
1988 as amended and agreed to exercise its powers under paragraph 6(1)(e) of the Honorary Degree 
Rules 1988 as amended and appointed Dr Meredith Edwards as a member of Council who is not 
otherwise a member to be a member of the Honorary Degree Committee. 

ITEM 10: UNIVERSITY PRIZES AND MEDALS

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor seeking the institution of university medals 
in addition to existing prizes of the University which are awarded solely on the basis of academic merit. 
Council noted that a number of other Australian universities and comparable institutions award 
university medals in addition to a range of industry and privately sponsored prizes. Council also noted 
that in some cases these medals are awarded for academic merit only but in others an additional criterion 
which relates to character qualities such as leadership, community service or contribution to student 
welfare is used.

Council was advised that the CCAE Academic Board had considered the issues and had recommended 
the establishment of procedures and standards for the award of university medals.

Resolution No. C1/26

Council agreed that - 

1.  University medals should be awarded to graduating students at the undergraduate level for 
outstanding academic excellence only - other factors such as contributions to the community 
should not be taken into account;

2.  University medals should be awarded on a Faculty basis;
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3.  recommendations for University medals should be made by Deans to the Vice-Chancellor - if 
there is no suitable candidate, the Dean should recommend that no medal be awarded; in 
exceptional circumstances, the Dean may recommend that more than one candidate be awarded a 
medal;

4.  in recommending a candidate for a University medal, the Dean should provide a transcript of the 
candidate's academic record, including calculation of a grade point average, and should put 
forward in writing a substantial case in support of that candidate as being a person of outstanding 
academic excellence;

5.  recommendations for University medals should be considered by a committee of Academic 
Board, with distinguished members of the academic staff to be appointed by the Academic Board 
as members, and the Vice-Chancellor or his nominee as Chairman;

6.  the Committee should approve the granting of University medals and should advise the 
Academic Board accordingly. There should normally be a medal awarded for each Faculty 
annually; if there is no suitable candidate, no award may be made in a year; if there are two or 
more equally outstanding candidates in any year from one Faculty, an additional medal(s) may be 
awarded at the discretion of the Committee.

7.  University medals should be presented at Conferring Ceremonies.

ITEM 11: FORM OF TESTAMUR

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor proposing a form of testamur of admission 
to an award of the University. Council noted that sub-Rule 9(1) of the Conferring of Awards Rules 1980 
provided that "A student admitted to an award shall be entitled to receive a testamur of admission to that 
award in such form as the Council from time to time determines, given under the seal of the College." 
and that these Rules were preserved under section 51 of the University of Canberra Act 1989. 

Resolution No. C 1/27

Council agreed to exercise its powers under sub-Rule 9(1) of the Conferring of Awards Rules 1980 and 
approved the form of a testamur of admission to an award of the University.

ITEM 12: APPROVAL OF DESIGN AND USE OF THE SEAL

Council received a memorandum from the Assistant Principal - Administration seeking approval for the 
form of the seal for the University. Council noted that section 4(3) of the University of Canberra Act 
1989 provided for the University to have a seal.

Resolution No. C1/28

Council agreed to adopt the pattern for the seal of the University of Canberra as submitted.

Council received a memorandum from the Vice-Chancellor reporting on the use of the CCAE Seal and 
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the Seal of the University of Canberra.

ITEM 13: INSTALLATION OF CHANCELLOR AND GRADUATION 
CEREMONIES

Council received and noted a memorandum from the Assistant Principal - Administration inviting 
Council members to attend a ceremony for the installation of the Chancellor on the morning of Thursday 
19 April 1990 and ceremonies for the conferring of awards which would be held on Thursday 19 and 
Friday 20 April 1990.

ITEM 14: REPORT ON 1990 ENROLMENTS

Council received and noted a memorandum from the Acting Academic Registrar reporting on the 1990 
intake of students.

ITEM 15: OTHER BUSINESS

AVCC Papers

Council received and noted papers from a recent AVCC meeting as follows: 

●     Student organisations - a policy paper
●     AVCC/ACDP: The Higher Education/IDP Relationship - a background paper
●     A letter from the Higher Education Council, NBEET concerning a meeting of the Discipline 

Assessments Working Party.

The meeting concluded at 4.50pm.
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